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1. Biographical Information on the Candidate 

 

Margaret Wild was born in Eshowe, a country town in South Africa, on 24 April 1948. She 

had a twin sister and three brothers. Her father was a bank manager, and her early life 

involved frequent moving, but she grew up mainly in Johannesburg where she attended local 

state schools. As a child, Margaret Wild was a voracious reader.  

 

After leaving school, she worked as a journalist on country and city newspapers, including 

the West Rand Times, a country weekly, and later the Johannesburg Star. In 1973, she 

immigrated to Australia and worked as a feature writer on Dolly magazine. She then 

completed her formal education at the Australian National University in Canberra. Returning 

to Sydney in 1980, she combined the rearing of two children with freelance writing for 

newspapers and magazines. In 1983, she began writing for children, inspired by the reactions 

of her son to children’s books. She combined her own writing career with managing and 

commissioning children’s books for 16 years, with a range of publishers including Omnibus 

Books, ABC Books, Methuen and Angus & Robertson. Since 2000, Margaret Wild has been 

a full-time writer.  

 

Margaret Wild has published over 100 books, the majority of these picture books, many of 

which have been widely awarded and translated. Many of her picture books touch the 

emotions of both children and adults. Her themes have been said to be ‘often unconventional 

for children’s books’. But invariably they offer an uplifting, and ultimately joyful, 

perspective on life. Among her many interests are the homeless, imprisoned, dying, lost and 

the aged and such social concerns as bullying, divorce and Alzheimer’s disease. Her picture 

books resonate with tenderness, love and comfort for the very youngest. She has written two 

verse novels and one prose novel for young adults, and her title Jinx (2001) has been 

translated into nine languages.  

 

Her books have appeared in many foreign editions and all have been highly acclaimed. She 

has won the CBCA Picture Book of the Year Award three times – in 1990 for The Very Best 

of Friends (1989), illustrated by Julie Vivas; in 2000 for Jenny Angel (1999), illustrated by 

Anne Spudvilas; and in 2001 for Fox (2000), illustrated by Ron Brooks. Fox is one of her 

most awarded titles, having also won the 2004 German Youth Literature Award 2004; 2001 

Winner Best Children’s Book Queensland Premier’s Literary Awards; 2001 Winner NSW 

Premier’s Literary Awards, Patricia Wrightson Prize for Children’s Literature and included in 

the 2002 Honour List (Illustration) International Board on Books for Young People (IBBY).  

 

Her awards for personal achievement are also impressive and include 2020 Australia Council 

Award for Lifetime Achievement in Literature; 2011 Lady Cutler Award (CBCA NSW); 

2008 recipient of the Nan Chauncy Award for an outstanding contribution to children’s 

literature in Australia; and in 2001 she was awarded the Centenary Medal for service to 

Australian society and literature.  

 

She is an outstanding writer for children and would be a highly deserving recipient of the 

Hans Christian Andersen Award 2022. 

 

[See also 5. Awards and Other Distinctions p 11.]  
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2. Portrait Photograph of the Candidate 

[See copy in Appendix C. USB contained in dossier.]  
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3. Statement of Candidate’s Contribution  

Margaret Wild’s contributions to Australian writing cannot be underestimated. They include her: 

• Enormous range of picture books for babies to teenagers: 

 

Margaret Wild has that rare capacity to speak to a wide range of ages in her carefully crafted 

picture book texts. Her rhythmical books for babies, her lyrical picture books for beginning readers 

and her complex visual works for older readers demonstrate a virtuoso control of voice which few 

other writers could master.   

 

• Beautifully crafted language:  

 

Her use of language is poetic, and often spare. In picture books, and in junior 

and YA novels she has demonstrated a facility with language which made her works award 

winners from her earliest publications. ‘With Fox, she brings a poet’s sensibility to the writing of  

a mesmerising and powerful work about the elemental need for companionship in our lives.  

Her writing bristles with urgent action and sings with suggestive imagery; it is pared back, 

sometimes playful, and always emotionally resonant. In this way, it carries the very essence 

of what the story is about – the arcane battle between innocence and evil, kindness and 

cruelty, love and hate.’ (Sheahan-Bright, Robyn ‘Fox Essay’ Reading Australia 2014. 

 <https://readingaustralia.com.au/essays/fox/>) 

 

• Collaborative work with illustrators of vast talent: 

 

Wild’s texts have been paired with some of the illustrators who are luminaries in Australian 

publishing of longstanding (eg Ron Brooks, Ann James, Julie Vivas, Anne Spudvilas, Bruce 

Whatley, Jane Tanner, Deborah Niland, Vivienne Goodman and Terry Denton), and have also 

offered some then debut artists (Freya Blackwood, Ritva Voutila, Vivienne To and Mandy Ord) an 

entry into the publishing world. Her words act as the perfect accompaniment to an illustrator’s 

work; spare, poetic and arresting, they offer ample opportunity for the illustrator to explore the 

gaps in the narrative which she artfully leaves in order to entice a reader into a web of complex 

meaning and sub-text.  

 

• Diverse range of topics covered, traversing many difficult emotions and 

experiences: 

 

Wild’s books are known for their extraordinary coverage of serious subjects such as death, grief, 

loss and war. She is also adept at exploring the everyday issues which children and families face, 

such as moving house, losing a loved one, loving one’s pets and many other domestic topics. ‘She 

is a writer who sees far beyond the immediately obvious, who looks for the underlying patterns 

that shape our existence, and, without being maudlin, is able to empathise deeply with 

human suffering, and human predicaments.’ (Robinson, Moira ‘Jinx by Margaret Wild’ Viewpoint: 

On Books for Young Adults, Vol 9, No 4, Summer 2001, p 43.) 

 

• Uncompromising work which tackles many serious issues:  

 

Let the Celebrations Begin (1991) is one of her most challenging works, about the Holocaust; 

death is a constant preoccupation in works such as The Very Best of Friends (1990), Toby (1993), 

Old Pig (1995), Jenny Angel (1999) and Harry and Hopper (2013); loss or absence of a loved one 

https://readingaustralia.com.au/essays/fox/
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is another theme in My Dearest Dinosaur (1992); and social deprivation, in Space Travellers 

(1992) and Chalk Boy (2018) . She has written of the publishing change for the better in allowing 

children access to information about matters such as death. Her own experience of losing her 

younger brother David to leukemia was explored in Jenny Angel (1999): ‘It was all done with the 

best of intentions, but secrecy can result in children feeling bewildered, shut out and fearful. 

Anyway, that’s how I felt… Things have changed a lot since then – and for the good, I feel. 

Although we don’t want to burden our children with adult concerns, we no longer shut them out 

from things that affect them, often directly.’ (Wild, Margaret ‘CBCA Acceptance Speeches: 

Margaret Wild’ Reading Time: The Journal of the Children’s Book Council of Australia, Vol 44, 

No 4, November 2000, p 5.) 

 

• Philosophical explorations: 

Wild’s rich imagination impels her to create scenarios which challenge the status quo: ‘In our lives 

we take certain decisions, who you are going to marry and so on ... I like playing around with the 

idea that I could be doing something different in another life, of different possibilities.’ (Wild in 

White, Kerry ‘Margaret Wild: Interview’ Magpies, Vol 28, No 4, September 2013, p 4.) 

 

• Groundbreaking verse novels: 

 

Jinx (2001) and One Night (2003) employed the verse novel format to explore teenage emotions in 

an empathetic and highly immediate way. Wild demonstrated in them her capacity to employ 

poetic techniques in impressive long-form works. ‘I think the most difficult were my verse 

novels, Jinx and One Night. Because each piece is so short – just like a snapshot – each word has 

to count. The wrong word or jarring rhythm will stand out right away.’ (Wild in McCartney, Tania 

‘Interview: Margaret Wild’ Kids’ Book Review, 30 April 2011. <http://www.kids- 

bookreview.com/ 2011/04/interview-margaret-wild.html> 

  

• International reputation:  

 

Her body of work is widely regarded, and some of her individual works have been recognised by 

international awards and have been widely translated. Fox (2000), illustrated by Ron Brooks, has 

been translated into fourteen languages and was winner of the German Youth Literature Award for 

Picture Books in 2004; Freya Blackwood was awarded the Kate Greenaway Medal for Margaret’s 

text Harry and Hopper (2009) in 2010; and Margaret was included in the IBBY Honour List 2000 

(Writing) for First Day (1998), illustrated by Kim Gamble.  

 

Conclusion: Margaret Wild is a prolific and widely acclaimed author of many books for children 

and young adults.  

 

Her beautiful writing is highly layered, spare and yet suggestively complex. She has created books 

which canvas a wide range of challenging topics, and her work is distinguished by her respect for 

young readers and her unwillingness to shield children from uncomfortable truths. She has, since 

her first book was published in 1984, been highly-regarded as one of Australia’s most 

accomplished wordsmiths for young.people.   

 

https://www-austlit-edu-au.rp.nla.gov.au/austlit/page/C457881
https://www-austlit-edu-au.rp.nla.gov.au/austlit/page/C457881
https://www-austlit-edu-au.rp.nla.gov.au/austlit/page/C457868
https://www-austlit-edu-au.rp.nla.gov.au/austlit/page/6615297
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            4. Essays, Interviews or Articles  
 

This dossier contains copies of the following two articles in Appendix A: 

 

Sheahan-Bright, Robyn ‘Fox Essay’ Reading Australia 2014. 

 <https://readingaustralia.com.au/essays/fox/> 

 

White, Kerry ‘Margaret Wild: Interview’ Magpies, Vol 28, No 4, September 2013, pp 4–6. 

 

Other Biographical and Critical Sources Include:  

 

‘A Guide to the Margaret Wild Papers January 2008’ National Centre for Australian 

Children’s Literature  

<https://www.ncacl.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/GuideMargaretWildPapers.pdf>  

Brooks, Ron Drawn from the Heart Crows Nest, NSW: Allen & Unwin, 2010. 

‘CBCA Judges Report 2001’, Reading Time: The Journal of the Children’s Book Council of 

Australia, Vol 45, No 3, August 2001, p 10. 

Doonan, J 2000, ‘Drawing on the Text: the Art of Collaboration’ in Anstey, M & Bull, G 

(eds.), Crossing the Boundaries, Sydney: Pearson Australia, pp 17–31. 

Garces-Bascal, Myra ‘Book Talk Tuesday: the Courage to Face One’s Fears – Wolvs in the 

Sitee by Margaret Wild and Anne Spudvilas’ Gathering Books, June 21, 2011 

<https://gatheringbooks.org/2011/06/21/woolvs-in-the-sitee/>              

Hunter, Linnet ‘Margaret Wild and Julie Vivas’ Magpies, Vol 23, No 1, March 2008, pp 4–6. 

 

Jameyson, Karen. ‘Entry on Margaret Wild’ in Children’s Books and Their Creators Edited 

by Anita Silvey. Boston: Houghton Mifflin Company, 1995, pp 680–81.  

 

‘Margaret Wild’ AustLit  

<https://www.austlit.edu.au/austlit/page/A29397> 

 

‘Margaret Wild’ Reading Australia  

<https://readingaustralia.com.au/authors/margaret-wild/>  

 

‘Margaret Wild’ Wikipedia 

<https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Margaret_Wild> 

 

‘Margaret Wild’ in McVitty, Walter, Authors & Illustrators of Australian Children’s Books  

Rydalmere, NSW: Hodder & Stoughton, 1989, p 242.   

 

‘Margaret Wild – 2020 Australia Council Award for Lifetime Achievement in 

Literature’ Australia Council  9 March 2020 

<https://www.australiacouncil.gov.au/news/media-centre/biographies/Margaret-Wild-2020-

Australia-Council-Award-for-Lifetime-Achievement-in-Literature/> 

 

https://www-austlit-edu-au.rp.nla.gov.au/austlit/page/6615297
https://www-austlit-edu-au.rp.nla.gov.au/austlit/page/C457868
https://www-austlit-edu-au.rp.nla.gov.au/austlit/page/C457868
https://www-austlit-edu-au.rp.nla.gov.au/austlit/page/C669524
https://www-austlit-edu-au.rp.nla.gov.au/austlit/page/C669520
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Margaret_Wild
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‘Margaret Wild and Mem Fox [Interview]’ Radio National Australian Broadcasting 

Corporation, 1 March 2007. 

<https://www.abc.net.au/radionational/programs/archived/edpod/margaret-wild-and-mem-

fox/3394184> 

 

McCartney, Tania ‘Interview: Margaret Wild’ Kids’ Book Review, 30 April 2011. 

<http://www.kids-bookreview.com/2011/04/interview-margaret-wild.html> 

Reeder, S O ‘Developing a Hungry Eye: Evaluating the Visual Narrative in Australian 

Children’s Books’, thesis, University of Canberra, Canberra, 2004. 

‘Wild, Margaret’ in Watson, Victor Cambridge Guide to Children’s Books in English 

Cambridge: CUP, 2001, p 755. 

 

‘Wild, Margaret’ in Lees, Stella and Macintyre, Pam The Oxford Companion to Australian 

Children’s Literature. Melbourne: Oxford University Press in association with ALIA Press, 

1993, pp 48–9. 

 

‘Wild, Margaret, 1948–’ Encyclopaedia.com 

<https://www.encyclopedia.com/people/literature-and-arts/south-african-literature-

biographies/margaret-wild 
 

Wild, Margaret ‘CBCA Acceptance Speeches: Margaret Wild’ Reading Time: The Journal of 

the Children’s Book Council of Australia, Vol 44, No 4, November 2000, p 5. 

 

Wild, Margaret, ‘CBCA Acceptance Speeches: Margaret Wild’ Reading Time: The Journal 

of the Children’s Book Council of Australia, Vol 45, No 4, November 2001, p 4. 

Reviews: 

‘Review: Denton, Terry ill. Big Red Hen and the Little Lost Egg by Margaret Wild’ Magpies, 

Vol 23, No 3, July 2008, p 26. 

 

First Day ‘Cover book by Margaret Wild, ill. Kim Gamble’ Magpies, Vol 13, No 4, 

September 1998, p 24. 

 

Halsall, Patricia ‘[Review: On the Day You Were Born by Margaret Wild]’ Magpies, Vol 28, 

No 2, May 2013, p 26.   

Hanzl, Anne ‘Shortlist – CBC (Picture Books)’ (Anne Hanzl constructs ‘webs of 

possibilities’ for using the 1990 Picture Book Short List – includes The Very Best of Friends 

by Margaret Wild, ill. Julie Vivas and A Proper Little Lady by Nette Hilton, ill. Cathy Wilcox 

and Grandad’s Magic by Bob Graham and A Nice Walk in the Jungle by Nan Bodsworth and 

I Wish I Had a Pirate Suit by Pamela Allen and The Journey Home by Alison Lester.) The 

Literature Base, Vol 1, No 2, June 1990, pp 22–27. 

 

Horsfield, Chrissie ‘Cover Book Review: Bogtrotter by Margaret Wild, ill. Judith Rossell’ 

Magpies, Vol 30, No 2, May 2015, p 18. 

 

https://www.encyclopedia.com/people/literature-and-arts/south-african-literature-biographies/margaret-wild
https://www.encyclopedia.com/people/literature-and-arts/south-african-literature-biographies/margaret-wild
https://www-austlit-edu-au.rp.nla.gov.au/austlit/page/C457881
https://www-austlit-edu-au.rp.nla.gov.au/austlit/page/C457868
https://www-austlit-edu-au.rp.nla.gov.au/austlit/page/C457868
https://www-austlit-edu-au.rp.nla.gov.au/austlit/page/C458941
https://www-austlit-edu-au.rp.nla.gov.au/austlit/page/C444709
https://www-austlit-edu-au.rp.nla.gov.au/austlit/page/C444709
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Hunter, Linnet (On the Cover book Miss Lily’s Fabulous Pink Feather Boa by Margaret 

Wild, ill. Kerry Argent’ Magpies, Vol 13, No 5, November 1998, p 24. 

 

Hunter, Linnet ‘Puffling: Margaret Wild and Julie Vivas interviewed by Linnet Hunter about 

their new collaboration’ Magpies, Vol 23, No 1, March 2008, pp 4-6. 

 

‘Review: Jinx’ Publishers Weekly, 29/03/2004 

<https://www.publishersweekly.com/9780802788306> 

‘[Review: Old Pig]’ Magpies, Vol 10, No 5, November 1995, p 31. 

‘[Review: Old Pig]’ Kirkus Review, 1 May 1996 <http://www.kirkusreviews.com/book-

reviews/margaret-wild/old-pig/>  

‘[Review: Rogers, Gregory ill.  Space Travellers by Margaret Wild]’ Magpies, Vol 8, No 3, 

July 1993, p 30. 

Saxby, Maurice ‘Brooks, Ron (illus.) Margaret Wild (text) The Dream of the Thylacine’ 

Reading Time: The Journal of the Children’s Book Council of Australia, Vol 55, No 2, May 

2011, p 19. 

Shuttleworth, Mike ‘The Dream of the Thylacine by Margaret Wild & Ron Brooks’ 

Viewpoint, Vol 19, No 3, Spring 2011, p 17. 

Steinberger, Kevin ‘(On the Cover book –The House of Narcissus by Margaret Wild, Wayne 

Harris ill.)’ Magpies, Vol 16, No 5, November 2001, p 17. 

Strevens-Marzo, Bridget ‘Hush, Hush! by Margaret Wild Magpies, Vol 25, No 1, March 

2010, p 26. 

Valentine ‘Fox by Margaret Wild and Ron Brooks – review’ The Guardian, 20 August 2011 

<https://www.theguardian.com/childrens-books-site/2011/aug/20/review-fox-margaret-wild-

ron-brooks> 

 

White, Kerry ‘Margaret Wild and Her First Non-Verse Novel’ Magpies, Vol 28, No 4, 

September 2013, p 4. 

     

[See also list of reviews of 5 books submitted, p 41.] 

https://www.publishersweekly.com/9780802788306
http://www.kirkusreviews.com/book-reviews/margaret-wild/old-pig/
http://www.kirkusreviews.com/book-reviews/margaret-wild/old-pig/
https://www-austlit-edu-au.rp.nla.gov.au/austlit/page/C444709
https://www.theguardian.com/childrens-books-site/2011/aug/20/review-fox-margaret-wild-ron-brooks
https://www.theguardian.com/childrens-books-site/2011/aug/20/review-fox-margaret-wild-ron-brooks
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5. Awards and other Distinctions  
 

International Awards Arranged per Award Category: 

 

                                   INTERNATIONAL AWARDS 

 

Astrid Lindgren Memorial Award  

• 2019 Nominated 

• 2018 Nominated  

International Board on Books for Young People (IBBY) Honour List: 

• 2000 (Writing) Wild, Margaret First Day A Little Ark Book. Illustrated by Kim 

Gamble. St Leonards, NSW: Allen & Unwin, 1998.  

• 2002 (Illustration) Wild, Margaret Fox Illustrated by Ron Brooks. St Leonards, 

NSW: Allen & Unwin, 2000; St Leonards, NSW: Allen & Unwin, 2004.  

  

German Youth Literature Award (Jugendliteratur Preis) Bilderbuch (Picture Book): 

• 2004 Winner Wild, Margaret Fox Illustrated by Ron Brooks. St Leonards, NSW: 

Allen & Unwin, 2000; St Leonards, NSW: Allen & Unwin, 2004.  
 

American Library Association, Notable Children’s Book Award:  

 

• 1990 Wild, Margaret The Very Best of Friends Illustrated by Julie Vivas. Sydney: 

Margaret Hamilton, 1989.  

• 1995 Wild, Margaret Going Home Illustrated by Wayne Harris. Sydney: Ashton 

Scholastic, 1993.  

 

Chicago Tribune, A Best Book of the Year:  

 

• 1997 Wild, Margaret Old Pig Illustrated by Ron Brooks. A Little Ark Book. St 

Leonards, NSW: Allen & Unwin, 1995; St Leonards, NSW: Allen & Unwin, 1995 

(paperback). 

 

Kate Greenaway Medal:  

 

• 2010 Wild, Margaret Harry & Hopper Illustrated by Freya Blackwood Malvern, SA: 

Omnibus Books, 2009. 

  

The National Council for the Social Studies and the Children’s Book Council,  

Notable Children’s Trade Book in the Field of Social Studies, (USA):  

 

• 1997 Wild, Margaret Old Pig Illustrated by Ron Brooks. A Little Ark Book. St 

Leonards, NSW: Allen & Unwin, 1995; St Leonards, NSW: Allen & Unwin, 1995 

(paperback). 
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The New Yorker, A Best Book of the Year: 

• 1997 Wild, Margaret Old Pig Illustrated by Ron Brooks. A Little Ark Book. St 

Leonards, NSW: Allen & Unwin, 1995; St Leonards, NSW: Allen & Unwin, 1995 

(paperback). 

 

                                                     AUSTRALIA 

                       AWARDS FOR PERSONAL ACHIEVEMENT 

 

2020 Australia Council Award for Lifetime Achievement in Literature  

 

2011 Lady Cutler Award (CBCA NSW)  

 

2008 Margaret Wild is the recipient of the Nan Chauncy Award for an outstanding 

contribution to children’s literature in Australia.  

 

2001 Margaret Wild was awarded the Centenary Medal for service to Australian society and 

literature.  

         

                                                     AUSTRALIA 

                                  CHILDREN’S & YA BOOK AWARDS  

 

Australian Awards Arranged per Award Category: 

 

Aurealis Awards for Excellence in Australian Speculative Fiction, Children’s Division, 

Short Fiction: 

 

• 2006 Shortlisted Wild, Margaret Woolvs in the Sitee Illustrated by Anne Spudvilas. 

Camberwell, Vic: Penguin, 2006.  

 

Australian Booksellers and Publishers Association (ABPA) Book Design Awards – 

Picture Book: 

 

• 1999 Shortlisted Wild, Margaret Jenny Angel Illustrated by Anne Spudvilas. 

Ringwood, Vic: Penguin, 1999; Ringwood, Vic: Puffin, 2002 (paperback). 

 

• 2007 Shortlisted Wild, Margaret Woolvs in the Sitee Illustrated by Anne Spudvilas. 

Camberwell, Vic: Penguin, 2006.  

 

 

Books I Love Best Yearly (Bilby) Award – Early Readers:  

 

• 1998 Winner Wild, Margaret The Midnight Gang Illustrated by Ann James. 

Norwood, SA: Omnibus Books, 1996; Norwood, SA: Omnibus Books, 1996 

(paperback).  

• 2003 Shortlisted Wild, Margaret Pocket Dogs Illustrated by Stephen Michael King. 

Norwood, SA: Omnibus Books, 2000; Norwood, SA: Omnibus Books, 2001 

(paperback).  
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• 2006 Winner Wild, Margaret Baby Boomsticks Illustrated by David Legge. Sydney: 

ABC Books for the Australian Broadcasting Corporation, 2003.  

 

Children’s Book Council of Australia (CBCA) Picture Book of the Year Award: 

 

• 1985 Shortlisted Wild, Margaret There’s a Sea in my Bedroom Illustrated by Jane 

Tanner. Melbourne, Nelson, 1984; London: Hamilton, 1984. 

• 1987 Shortlisted Wild, Margaret Creatures in the Beard Illustrated by Margaret 

Power. Adelaide: Omnibus Books, 1986.  

• 1989 Shortlisted Wild, Margaret Mr Nick’s Knitting Illustrated by Dee Huxley. 

Sydney: Hodder and Stoughton, 1988.  

• 1990 Winner Wild, Margaret The Very Best of Friends Illustrated by Julie Vivas. 

Sydney: Margaret Hamilton, 1989.  

• 1992 Shortlisted Wild, Margaret Let the Celebrations Begin Illustrated by Julie 

Vivas. Norwood, SA: Omnibus Books, 1991.  

• 1994 Shortlisted Wild, Margaret Toby Illustrated by Noela Young. Norwood, SA: 

Omnibus Books, 1993; Norwood, SA: Omnibus Books, 1993 reprint; Norwood, SA: 

Omnibus Books, 1993 (paperback).  

• 1996 Shortlisted Wild, Margaret Old Pig Illustrated by Ron Brooks. A Little Ark 

Book. St Leonards, NSW: Allen & Unwin, 1995; St Leonards, NSW: Allen & Unwin, 

1995 (paperback). 

• 1997 Honour Book Wild, Margaret The Midnight Gang Illustrated by Ann James. 

Norwood, SA: Omnibus Books, 1996; Norwood, SA: Omnibus Books, 1996 

(paperback).  

• 2000 Winner Wild, Margaret Jenny Angel. Illustrated by Anne Spudvilas. Ringwood, 

Vic: Penguin, 1999; Ringwood, Vic: Puffin, 2002 (paperback). 

• 2001 Winner Wild, Margaret Fox Illustrated by Ron Brooks. St Leonards, NSW: 

Allen & Unwin, 2000; St Leonards, NSW: Allen & Unwin, 2004.  

• 2007 Honour Book Wild, Margaret Woolvs in the Sitee Illustrated by Anne 

Spudvilas. Camberwell, Vic: Penguin, 2006. 

• 2014 Shortlisted The Treasure Box Illustrated by Freya Blackwood . Melbourne: 

Puffin Books, 2017; Melbourne: Penguin Viking, 2013.  

• 2018 Notable Book Wild, Margaret The Sloth who Came to Stay Illustrated by 

Vivienne To. Crows Nest, NSW: Allen & Unwin, 2017.  

• 2019 Shortlisted Chalk Boy Illustrated by Mandy Ord. Crows Nest, NSW: Allen & 

Unwin, 2018. 

Children’s Book Council of Australia (CBCA) Book of the Year: Early Childhood 

Award:  

 

• 2001 Shortlisted Wild, Margaret Nighty Night! Illustrated by Kerry Argent. Sydney: 

ABC Books, 2000.  

• 2001 Shortlisted Wild, Margaret Pocket Dogs Illustrated by Stephen Michael King. 

Norwood, SA: Omnibus Books, 2000; Norwood, SA: Omnibus Books, 2001 

(paperback).  

• 2004 Honour Book Wild, Margaret Little Humpty Illustrated by Ann James. Surry 

Hills, NSW: Little Hare Books, 2003.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Freya_Blackwood


 

IBBY Australia Nomination for Hans Christian Andersen Award for Writing 2022: Margaret Wild 

14 

• 2004 Shortlisted Wild, Margaret Baby Boomsticks Illustrated by David Legge. 

Sydney: ABC Books for the Australian Broadcasting Corporation, 2003.  

• 2005 Honour Book Wild, Margaret Seven More Sleeps: Babs the Baby & Fog the 

Dog Illustrated by Donna Rawlins. Kingswood, SA: Working Title Press, 2004.  

• 2007 Honour Book Wild, Margaret Chatterbox Illustrated by Deborah Niland. 

Camberwell, Vic: Penguin, 2006.  

• 2008 Honour Book Wild, Margaret Lucy Goosey Illustrated by Ann James. Surry 

Hills, NSW: Little Hare Books, 2007.  

• 2013 Shortlisted Wild, Margaret Tanglewood Illustrated by Vivienne Goodman. 

Parkside, SA: Omnibus Books, 2012.   

• 2020 Honour Book Goodbye House, Hello House Illustrated by Ann James. Crows 

Nest, NSW: Allen & Unwin, 2019. 

Children’s Book Council of Australia (CBCA) Book of the Year: Older Readers  

Award: 

 

• 2002 Shortlisted Wild, Margaret Jinx St Leonards, Crows Nest, NSW Allen & 

Unwin, 2001.  

 

Children’s Book Council of Australia (CBCA) Crichton Award for New Illustrators:  

• 2018 Shortlisted Wild, Margaret The Sloth who Came to Stay Illustrated by Vivienne 

To. Crows Nest, NSW: Allen & Unwin, 2017.  

Canberra’s Own Outstanding List (COOL), Primary Awards:  

 

• 1992 Shortlisted Wild, Margaret There’s a Sea in My Bedroom Illustrated by Jane 

Tanner. Melbourne: Nelson, 1984; London: Hamilton, 1984. 

• 1995 Winner Wild, Margaret Toby Illustrated by Noela Young. Norwood, SA: 

Omnibus Books, 1993. 

• 1998 Winner Wild, Margaret The Midnight Gang Illustrated by Ann James. 

Norwood, SA: Omnibus Books, 1996; Norwood, SA: Omnibus Books, 1996 

(paperback).  

 

Family Award for Children’s Books – Picture Book:  

 

• 1999 Shortlisted Wild, Margaret Jenny Angel. Illustrated by Anne Spudvilas. 

Ringwood, Vic: Penguin, 1999; Ringwood, Vic: Puffin, 2002 (paperback). 

 

Kids Own Australian Literature Awards (KOALA), Picture Book: 

  

• 1998 Winner Wild, Margaret The Midnight Gang Illustrated by Ann James. 

Norwood, SA: Omnibus Books, 1996; Norwood, SA: Omnibus Books, 1996 

(paperback).  

• 2007 Winner Wild, Margaret Chatterbox Illustrated by Deborah Niland. Camberwell, 

Vic: Penguin, 2006.  
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NSW Premier’s Literary Awards, Patricia Wrightson Prize for Children’s Literature: 

 

• 2001 Winner Wild, Margaret Fox Illustrated by Ron Brooks. St Leonards, NSW: 

Allen & Unwin, 2000; St Leonards, NSW: Allen & Unwin, 2004.  

• 2000 Shortlisted Wild, Margaret Jenny Angel. Illustrated by Anne Spudvilas. 

Ringwood, Vic: Penguin, 1999; Ringwood, Vic: Puffin, 2002 (paperback). 

 

New South Wales Premier’s Literary Awards, Ethel Turner Prize:  

 

• 2002 Shortlisted Wild, Margaret Jinx St Leonards, Crows Nest, NSW: Allen & 

Unwin, 2001.  

• 2004 Shortlisted Wild, Margaret One Night Crows Nest, NSW: Allen & Unwin, 

2003.  

 

Prime Minister’s Literary Award for Children’s Fiction:  

 

• 2019 Shortlisted The Feather Illustrated by Freya Blackwood. Richmond, Vic: Little 

Hare Books, Hardie Grant, 2018. 

 

Prime Minister’s Multicultural Children’s Literature Award: 

 

• 1993 Shortlisted Wild, Margaret The Slumber Party Illustrated by David Cox. 

Norwood, SA: Omnibus Books, 1992.  

Queensland Premier’s Literary Awards (later Queensland Literary Awards): 

 

• 2001 Winner Best Children’s Book Wild, Margaret Fox Illustrated by Ron Brooks. 

St Leonards, NSW: Allen & Unwin, 2000; St Leonards, NSW: Allen & Unwin, 2004.  

• 2019 Finalist Wild, Margaret Chalk Boy Illustrated by Mandy Ord. Crows Nest, 

NSW: Allen & Unwin, 2018. 

Speech Pathology Book of the Year Awards Birth to 2 Years: 

• 2020 Shortlisted Wild, Margaret Boo! Illustrated by Andrew Joyner. Melbourne: 

Puffin Books, 2019.  

Victorian Premier’s Literary Award for Young Adult Fiction:  

 

• 2002 Shortlisted Wild, Margaret Jinx St Leonards, Crows Nest, NSW: Allen & 

Unwin, 2001.  

 

West Australian Young Readers’ Book Award (WAYRBA), Picture Book: 

• 2019 Shortlisted Wild, Margaret The Sloth who Came to Stay Illustrated by Vivienne 

To. Crows Nest, NSW: Allen & Unwin, 2017.  
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YABBA Young Australian Readers Award: 

• 2001 Shortlisted Wild, Margaret The Midnight Gang Illustrated by Ann James. 

Norwood, SA: Omnibus Books, 1996; Norwood, SA: Omnibus Books, 1996 

(paperback).  

• 1999 Shortlisted Wild, Margaret Miss Lily’s Fabulous Pink Feather Boa Illustrated 

by Kerry Argent. Ringwood, Vic: Viking, 1998.  

• 2001 Shortlisted Wild, Margaret Jenny Angel. Illustrated by Anne Spudvilas. 

Ringwood, Vic: Penguin, 1999; Ringwood, Vic: Puffin, 2002 (paperback). 

• 2002 Picture Book Winner Wild, Margaret Pocket Dogs Illustrated by Stephen 

Michael King. Norwood, SA: Omnibus Books, 2000; Norwood, SA: Omnibus Books, 

2001 (paperback).  

• 2007 Picture Storybook Winner Wild, Margaret Chatterbox Illustrated by Deborah 

Niland. Camberwell, Vic: Penguin, 2006.  

 

International and Australian Awards Arranged per Book Title: 

Picture Books: 

 

Wild, Margaret There’s a Sea in My Bedroom Illustrated by Jane Tanner. Melbourne: 

Nelson, 1984; London: Hamilton, 1984. 

 

• 1992 Shortlisted Canberra’s Own Outstanding List (COOL), Primary Awards  

• 1985 Shortlisted Children’s Book Council of Australia (CBCA) Picture Book of the 

Year Award 

 

Wild, Margaret Creatures in the Beard Illustrated by Margaret Power. Adelaide: 

Omnibus Books, 1986.  

 

• 1987 Shortlisted Children’s Book Council of Australia (CBCA) Picture Book of the 

Year Award 

 

Wild, Margaret Mr Nick’s Knitting Illustrated by Dee Huxley. Sydney: Hodder and 

Stoughton, 1988.  

 

• 1989 Shortlisted Children’s Book Council of Australia (CBCA) Picture Book of the 

Year Award 

 

Wild, Margaret The Very Best of Friends Illustrated by Julie Vivas. Sydney: Margaret 

Hamilton, 1989.  

 

• 1990 Winner Children’s Book Council of Australia (CBCA) Picture Book of the 

Year Award 

• 1990 American Library Association, Notable Children’s Book Award  

 

Wild, Margaret Let the Celebrations Begin Illustrated by Julie Vivas. Norwood, SA: 

Omnibus Books, 1991.  
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• 1992 Shortlisted Children’s Book Council of Australia (CBCA) Picture Book of the 

Year Award: 

 

Wild, Margaret The Slumber Party Illustrated by David Cox. Norwood, SA: Omnibus 

Books, 1992.  

 

• 1993 Shortlisted Prime Minister’s Multicultural Children’s Literature Award 

 

Wild, Margaret Going Home Illustrated by Wayne Harris. Sydney: Ashton Scholastic, 

1993.  

 

• 1995 American Library Association, Notable Children’s Book Award  

 

Wild, Margaret Toby Illustrated by Noela Young. Norwood, SA: Omnibus Books, 1993. 

 

• 1995 Winner Canberra’s Own Outstanding List (COOL), Primary Awards  

• 1994 Shortlisted Children’s Book Council of Australia (CBCA) Picture Book of the 

Year Award 

 

Wild, Margaret Old Pig Illustrated by Ron Brooks. A Little Ark Book. St Leonards, 

NSW: Allen & Unwin, 1995; St Leonards, NSW: Allen & Unwin, 1995 (paperback). 

 

• 1997 Chicago Tribune, A Best Book of the Year 

• 1997 The National Council for the Social Studies and the Children’s Book Council, 

Notable Children’s Trade Book in the Field of Social Studies, (USA)  

• 1997 The New Yorker, A Best Book of the Year 

• 1996 Shortlisted Children’s Book Council of Australia (CBCA) Picture Book of the 

Year Award 

 

Wild, Margaret The Midnight Gang Illustrated by Ann James. Norwood, SA: Omnibus 

Books, 1996; Norwood, SA: Omnibus Books, 1996 (paperback).  

 

• 1998 Winner Books I Love Best Yearly (Bilby) Award – Early Readers  

• 1997 Honour Book Children’s Book Council of Australia (CBCA) Picture Book of 

the Year Award 

• 1998 Winner Canberra’s Own Outstanding List (COOL), Primary Awards  

• 1998 Winner Kids Own Australian Literature Awards (KOALA), Picture Book 

• 2001 Shortlisted YABBA Young Australian Readers Award 

 

Wild, Margaret Miss Lily’s Fabulous Pink Feather Boa Illustrated by Kerry Argent. 

Ringwood, Vic: Viking, 1998.  

 

• 1999 Shortlisted YABBA Young Australian Readers Award 

 

Wild, Margaret First Day A Little Ark Book. Illustrated by Kim Gamble. St Leonards, 

NSW: Allen & Unwin, 1998.  

• 1998 International Board on Books for Young People (IBBY) Honour List 



 

IBBY Australia Nomination for Hans Christian Andersen Award for Writing 2022: Margaret Wild 

18 

Wild, Margaret Pocket Dogs Illustrated by Stephen Michael King. Norwood, SA: 

Omnibus Books, 2000; Norwood, SA: Omnibus Books, 2001 (paperback).  

 

• 2003 Shortlisted Books I Love Best Yearly (Bilby) Award – Early Readers  

• 2001 Shortlisted Children’s Book Council of Australia (CBCA) Book of the Year: 

Early Childhood Award  

• 2002 Picture Book Winner YABBA Young Australian Readers Award 

 

Wild, Margaret Jenny Angel. Illustrated by Anne Spudvilas. Ringwood, Vic: Penguin, 

1999; Ringwood, Vic: Puffin, 2002 (paperback). 

 

• 2000 Shortlisted NSW Premier’s Literary Awards, Patricia Wrightson Prize for 

Children’s Literature 

• 1999 Shortlisted Family Award for Children’s Books – Picture Book  

• 2000 Winner Children’s Book Council of Australia (CBCA) Picture Book of the 

Year Award 

• 1999 Shortlisted Australian Booksellers and Publishers Association (ABPA) Book 

Design Awards – Picture Book 

 

Wild, Margaret Little Humpty Illustrated by Ann James. Surry Hills, NSW: Little Hare 

Books, 2003.  

 

• 2004 Honour Book Children’s Book Council of Australia (CBCA) Book of the Year: 

Early Childhood Award  

 

Wild, Margaret Fox Illustrated by Ron Brooks. St Leonards, NSW: Allen & Unwin, 

2000; St Leonards, NSW: Allen & Unwin, 2004.  

 

• 2004 Winner German Youth Literature Award (Jugendliteratur Preis) Bilderbuch 

(Picture Book) 

• 2002 Honour List (Illustration) International Board on Books for Young People 

(IBBY)  

• 2001 Winner Best Children’s Book Queensland Premier’s Literary Awards 

• 2001 Winner NSW Premier’s Literary Awards, Patricia Wrightson Prize for 

Children’s Literature 

• 2001 Winner Children’s Book Council of Australia (CBCA) Picture Book of the 

Year Award 

 

Wild, Margaret One Night Crows Nest, NSW: Allen & Unwin, 2003. 

  

• 2003 Shortlisted New South Wales Premier’s Literary Awards, Ethel Turner Prize  

 

Wild, Margaret Baby Boomsticks Illustrated by David Legge. Sydney: ABC Books for 

the Australian Broadcasting Corporation, 2003.  

 

• 2004 Shortlisted Children’s Book Council of Australia (CBCA) Book of the Year: 

Early Childhood Award 

• 2006 Winner Books I Love Best Yearly (Bilby) Award – Early Readers  
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Wild, Margaret Seven More Sleeps: Babs the Baby & Fog the Dog Illustrated by Donna 

Rawlins. Kingswood, SA: Working Title Press, 2004.  

 

• 2005 Honour Book Children’s Book Council of Australia (CBCA) Book of the Year: 

Early Childhood Award  

 

Wild, Margaret Chatterbox Illustrated by Deborah Niland. Camberwell, Vic: Penguin, 

2006.  

 

• 2007 Winner Kids Own Australian Literature Awards (KOALA), Picture Book 

• 2007 Honour Book Children’s Book Council of Australia (CBCA) Book of the Year: 

Early Childhood Award  

• 2007 Picture Storybook Winner YABBA Young Australian Readers Award 

Wild, Margaret Woolvs in the Sitee Illustrated by Anne Spudvilas. Camberwell, Vic: 

Penguin, 2006. 

 

• 2007 Honour Book Children’s Book Council of Australia (CBCA) Picture Book of 

the Year Award 

• 2006 Shortlisted Aurealis Awards for Excellence in Australian Speculative Fiction, 

Children’s Division, Short Fiction 

• 2007 Shortlisted Australian Booksellers and Publishers Association (ABPA) Book 

Design Awards – Picture Book 

 

Wild, Margaret Lucy Goosey Illustrated by Ann James. Surry Hills, NSW: Little Hare 

Books, 2007.  

 

• 2008 Honour Book Children’s Book Council of Australia (CBCA) Book of the Year: 

Early Childhood Award 

Wild, Margaret Harry & Hopper Illustrated by Freya Blackwood Malvern, SA: 

Omnibus Books, 2009. 

• 2010 Kate Greenaway Medal (for Illustration) 

 

Wild, Margaret Tanglewood Illustrated by Vivienne Goodman. Parkside, SA: Omnibus 

Books, 2012.   

 

• 2013 Shortlisted Children’s Book Council of Australia (CBCA) Book of the Year: 

Early Childhood Award 

 

The Treasure Box Illustrated by Freya Blackwood . Melbourne: Puffin Books, 2017; 

Melbourne: Penguin Viking, 2013. 

 

• 2014 Shortlisted Children’s Book Council of Australia (CBCA) Picture Book of the 

Year 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Freya_Blackwood
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Wild, Margaret The Sloth who Came to Stay Illustrated by Vivienne To. Crows Nest, 

NSW: Allen & Unwin, 2017.  

• 2018 Shortlisted Children’s Book Council of Australia (CBCA), Crichton Award for 

New Illustrators, 2018 

• 2018 Notable Book Children’s Book Council of Australia (CBCA) Picture Book of 

the Year Award 

• 2019 Shortlisted WAYRBA Awards, Picture Book   

 

The Feather Illustrated by Freya Blackwood. Richmond, Vic: Little Hare Books, Hardie 

Grant, 2018. 

 

• 2019 Shortlisted Prime Minister’s Literary Award for Children’s Fiction  
 

Chalk Boy Illustrated by Mandy Ord. Crows Nest, NSW: Allen & Unwin, 2018. 

 

• 2019 Shortlisted Children’s Book Council of Australia (CBCA) Picture Book of the 

Year Award 

• 2019 Finalist Queensland Literary Awards 
 

Goodbye House, Hello House Illustrated by Ann James. Crows Nest, NSW: Allen & 

Unwin, 2019. 

 

• 2020 Honour Book Children’s Book Council of Australia (CBCA) Book of the Year: 

Early Childhood Award 

 

Wild, Margaret Boo! Illustrated by Andrew Joyner. Melbourne: Puffin Books, 2019.  

 

• 2020 Shortlisted Speech Pathology Book of the Year Awards Birth to 2 Years 

 

YA Fiction:  

 

Wild, Margaret Jinx St Leonards, Crows Nest, NSW: Allen & Unwin, 2001.  

• 2002 Shortlisted Victorian Premier’s Literary Award for Young Adult Fiction:  

• 2002 Shortlisted New South Wales Premier’s Literary Awards, Ethel Turner Prize  

• 2002 Shortlisted Children’s Book Council of Australia (CBCA) Book of the Year: 

Older Readers Award 
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6. Complete Bibliography  

PICTURE BOOKS:  

Wild, Margaret One Shoe On … Illustrated by Hannah Koch. Sydney: Hodder and 

Stoughton, 1984.  

 

Wild, Margaret Something Absolutely Enormous Illustrated by Jack Hanna. Sydney: Ashton 

Scholastic, 1984.  

 

Wild, Margaret There’s a Sea in My Bedroom Illustrated by Jane Tanner. Melbourne: Nelson, 

1984; London: Hamilton, 1984.  

Melbourne: Nelson, 1985 (paperback).  

Melbourne: Nelson, 1985 (paperback).  

Camberwell, Vic: Puffin Books, 1989 (paperback).  

Camberwell, Vic: Puffin Books, 2005 (paperback).  

Camberwell, Vic: Penguin Group (Australia), 2007 (paperback).  
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Adelaide: Omnibus/Puffin, 1987 (paperback).  

 

Wild, Margaret Kathy’s Umbrella Illustrated by Hannah Koch. Sydney: Hodder and 

Stoughton, 1986. 

 

Wild, Margaret Mr Nick’s Knitting Illustrated by Dee Huxley. Sydney: Hodder and 

Stoughton, 1988; Sydney: Hodder and Stoughton, 1988 (paperback); Sydney: Hodder and 

Stoughton, 1990 (paperback); Sydney: Hodder and Stoughton, 1991 reprint (paperback).  

 

Wild, Margaret The Very Best of Friends Illustrated by Julie Vivas. Sydney: Margaret 

Hamilton, 1989.  

Sydney: Margaret Hamilton, 1991 (paperback).  

Sydney: Margaret Hamilton, 1991.  

Lindfield, NSW: Scholastic Press, 2004.  
 

Wild, Margaret Harvey Jackson’s Cubby Illustrated by Keith McEwan. South Melbourne: 

Macmillan Australia, 1990; South Melbourne: Macmillan Australia, 1990 (paperback).  

 

Wild, Margaret Remember Me Illustrated by Dee Huxley. Sydney: Margaret Hamilton 1990  

Sydney: Margaret Hamilton, 1992 (paperback).  
 

Wild, Margaret Something Rich and Strange Illustrated by Janet Bridgland. Norwood, SA: 

Omnibus, 1990 (paperback).  

 

Wild, Margaret A Bit of Company Illustrated by Wayne Harris. Sydney: Ashton Scholastic, 

1991.  

Sydney: Ashton Scholastic, 1991 (paperback).  

Sydney: Ashton Scholastic, 1992 reprint (paperback).  
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Wild, Margaret Let the Celebrations Begin Illustrated by Julie Vivas. Norwood, SA: 

Omnibus Books, 1991.  

Norwood, SA: Omnibus Books, 1991 reprint.  

Norwood, SA: Omnibus Books, 1992 (paperback).  

 

Wild, Margaret Thank You Santa Illustrated by Kerry Argent. Norwood, SA: Omnibus 

Books, 1991; Norwood, SA: Omnibus Books, 1991 (paperback).  

 

Wild, Margaret All the Better to See You With Illustrated by Pat Reynolds. North Sydney: 

Allen & Unwin, 1992; North Sydney: Allen & Unwin, 1992 (paperback).  

 

Wild, Margaret Belinda’s Blanket Illustrated by Alice Mak. South Melbourne: Macmillan 

Australia, 1992 (paperback).  

 

Wild, Margaret Christmas Magic Illustrated by Craig Smith. Melbourne: Australia Post, 

1992.  

 

Wild, Margaret First Best Friends Illustrated by Donna Rawlins. Melbourne: Victorian 

Roads; Sydney: Roads and Traffic Authority NSW, 1992.  
 

Wild, Margaret My Dearest Dinosaur Illustrated by Donna Rawlins. Sydney: Ashton 

Scholastic, 1992.  

Sydney: Ashton Scholastic, 1992 (paperback).  

Sydney: Ashton Scholastic, 1993 (paperback).  

Sydney: Scholastic Press, 2005 (paperback).  

 
Wild, Margaret The Queen’s Holiday Illustrated by Sue O’Loughlin. Ringwood, Vic: Viking, 

1992; Ringwood, Vic: Puffin, 1994 (paperback).  

 
Wild, Margaret and others Roadsafe [kit] Early Childhood Brisbane: Queensland Department 

of Transport: Queensland Department of Education, [1992].  

 

Wild, Margaret Sam’s Sunday Dad Illustrated by Lorraine Hannay. Sydney: Hodder & 

Stoughton in association with Margaret Hamilton Books, 1992; Hunters Hill, NSW: Margaret 

Hamilton Books, 1999.  

 

Wild, Margaret The Slumber Party Illustrated by David Cox. Norwood, SA: Omnibus Books, 

1992; Norwood, SA: Omnibus Books, 1992 (paperback).  

 

Wild, Margaret Space Travellers Illustrated by Gregory Rogers. Sydney: Ashton Scholastic, 

1992; Sydney: Ashton Scholastic, 1992 (paperback).  

 

Wild, Margaret When Penny Was Mum Illustrated by Chantal Stewart. Melbourne: Victorian 

Roads; Sydney: Roads and Traffic Authority NSW, 1992.  

 

Wild, Margaret Going Home Illustrated by Wayne Harris. Sydney: Ashton Scholastic, 1993  

Sydney: Ashton Scholastic, 1993 (paperback); Sydney: Ashton Scholastic, 1994 (paperback). 
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Wild, Margaret Our Granny Illustrated by Julie Vivas. Norwood, SA: Omnibus Books, 1993; 

Norwood, SA: Omnibus Books, 1993 (paperback); Norwood, SA: Omnibus Books, 1997; 

Norwood, SA: Omnibus Books, Bright Stars, 1997 (paperback).  

 

Wild, Margaret Toby Illustrated by Noela Young. Norwood, SA: Omnibus Books, 1993; 

Norwood, SA: Omnibus Books, 1993 reprint; Norwood, SA: Omnibus Books, 1993 

(paperback).  
 

Wild, Margaret But Granny Did! Illustrated by Ian Forss. South Melbourne, Vic: Thomas 

Nelson Australia, 1994 (paperback).  

 

Wild, Margaret Light the Lamps Illustrated by Dee Huxley. Sydney: Margaret Hamilton 

Books, 1994.  
 

Wild, Margaret Old Pig Illustrated by Ron Brooks. A Little Ark Book. St Leonards, NSW: 

Allen & Unwin, 1995; St Leonards, NSW: Allen & Unwin, 1995 (paperback). 

 

Wild, Margaret Looking after Alice & Co. Illustrated by David Cox. Hunters Hill, NSW: 

Margaret Hamilton Books, 1995; Hunters Hill, NSW: Margaret Hamilton Books, 1995 

(paperback).  

 

Wild, Margaret Morris the Reinbear Illustrated by David Francis. Sydney: David Jones 

Australia, 1995; Sydney: David Jones Australia, 1996 reprint (paperback).  

 

Wild, Margaret Big Cat Dreaming Illustrated by Anne Spudvilas. Ringwood, Vic: Viking, 

1996; Ringwood, Vic: Puffin, 1997.  
 

Wild, Margaret The Midnight Gang Illustrated by Ann James. Norwood, SA: Omnibus 

Books, 1996; Norwood, SA: Omnibus Books, 1996 (paperback).  
 

Wild, Margaret Morris the Reinbear’s Magic Boots Illustrated by David Francis. Sydney: 

David Jones Limited, 1997.  

 

Wild, Margaret Bim Bam Boom! Illustrated by Wayne Harris. Sydney: ABC Books for the 

Australian Broadcasting Corporation, 1998; Sydney: ABC Books for the Australian 

Broadcasting Corporation, 1998 (paperback); Sydney ABC Books for the Australian 

Broadcasting Corporation, 2000 reprint (paperback). 

  

Wild, Margaret First Day A Little Ark Book. Illustrated by Kim Gamble. St Leonards, NSW: 

Allen & Unwin, 1998.  

 

Wild, Margaret Miss Lily’s Fabulous Pink Feather Boa Illustrated by Kerry Argent. 

Ringwood, Vic: Viking, 1998.  

Ringwood, Vic: Viking, 1998. Promotional sales edition with display box.  

Ringwood, Vic: Puffin, 1999 (paperback).  

Ringwood, Vic: Puffin, 2000 (paperback).  

Camberwell, Vic: Penguin, 2002.  

New Edition. Camberwell, Vic: Puffin Books, 2005 (paperback).  

Camberwell, Vic: Penguin Books, 2005 (mini-book) (paperback).  
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Wild, Margaret Rosie and Tortoise Illustrated by Ron Brooks. A Little Ark Book. St 

Leonards, NSW: Allen & Unwin, 1998.  

 

Wild, Margaret Miss Lily’s Fabulous Pink Feather Boa Illustrated by Kerry Argent. 

Ringwood, Vic: Viking, 1998.  

 

Wild, Margaret Jenny Angel Illustrated by Anne Spudvilas. Ringwood, Vic: Penguin, 1999; 

Ringwood, Vic: Puffin, 2002 (paperback). 

 
Wild, Margaret The Midnight Feast Illustrated by Ann James. Sydney: ABC Books for the 

Australian Broadcasting Corporation, 1999; Sydney: ABC Books for the Australian 

Broadcasting Corporation, 2007 (board book).  
 

Wild, Margaret Tom Goes to Kindergarten Illustrated by David Legge. Sydney: ABC Books 

for the Australian Broadcasting Corporation, 1999; Sydney: ABC Books for the Australian 

Broadcasting Corporation, 1999 (paperback).  
 

Wild, Margaret Fox Illustrated by Ron Brooks. St Leonards, NSW: Allen & Unwin, 2000; St 

Leonards, NSW: Allen & Unwin, 2004.  
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Wild, Margaret The Pocket Dogs Illustrated by Stephen Michael King. Norwood, SA: 

Omnibus Books, 2000; Norwood, SA: Omnibus Books, 2001 (paperback).  
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Broadcasting Corporation, 2001 (paperback).  

 
Wild, Margaret Mr Moo Illustrated by Jonathan Bentley. Sydney: ABC Books for the 

Australian Broadcasting Corporation, 2002; Sydney: ABC Books for the Australian 

Broadcasting Corporation, 2002 (paperback).  
 

Wild, Margaret Babs the Baby & Fog the Dog Illustrated by Donna Rawlins. Kingswood, 
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Hills, NSW: Little Hare Books, 2006 reprint (mini-book); Surry Hills, NSW: Little Hare 

Books, 2006 reprint (mini-book); Surry Hills, NSW: Little Hare Books, 2006 reprint (mini-

book & stuffed toy, boxed set); Surry Hills, NSW: Little Hare Books, 2008; Surry Hills, 

NSW: Little Hare Books, 2010.  
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Wild, Margaret Little Humpty Illustrated by Ann James. Surry Hills, NSW: Little Hare 

Books, 2003.  
 

Wild, Margaret Pat the Cat and Sailor Sam Illustrated by Tohby Riddle. Norwood, SA: Solo 

Books, 2003.  
 

Wild, Margaret Farmer Fred’s Cow Illustrated by David Waller. Sydney: ABC Books for the 
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Rawlins. Kingswood, SA: Working Title Press, 2004; Kingswood, SA: Working Title Press, 

2004 (paperback); Kingswood, SA: Working Title Press, 2005 (paperback reprint).  
 

Wild, Margaret Too Many Monkeys Illustrated by Sally Rippin. Norwood, SA: Omnibus, 

2004; Norwood, SA: Omnibus, 2004 (paperback).  

 

Wild, Margaret The Bilbies of Bliss Illustrated by Noela Young. Sydney: ABC Books for the 

Australian Broadcasting Corporation, 2005; Sydney: ABC Books for the Australian 
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Press, 2006; Kingswood, SA: Working Title Press, 2006 (paperback).  
 

Wild, Margaret Chatterbox Illustrated by Deborah Niland. Camberwell, Vic: Penguin, 2006; 
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Wild, Margaret Lucy Goosey Illustrated by Ann James. Surry Hills, NSW: Little Hare Books, 
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2007.  
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of Scholastic Australia, 2008 (paperback).  

 

Wild, Margaret Baby Bird’s Blankie Illustrated by Gwyn Perkins. Kingswood, SA: Working 

Title Press, 2008.  

Wild, Margaret The Pocket Dogs Go on Holiday Illustrated by Stephen Michael King. 

Malvern, SA: Omnibus Book from Scholastic Australia, 2008. 
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Camberwell, Vic: Puffin. Books, 2011; Hawthorn, Vic: Penguin, 2008.  

Wild, Margaret Harry & Hopper Illustrated by Freya Blackwood Malvern, SA: Omnibus 

Books, 2009. 
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2009. 

Wild, Margaret Piglet and Granny Illustrated by Stephen Michael King. NY: Abrams Books 

for Young Readers, 2009; Kingswood, SA: Working Title Press, 2011.  
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Hare Books, 2009. 

Wild, Margaret Grandpa Baby Illustrated by Deborah Niland. Camberwell, Vic: Viking, 
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Books, 2012, 2010.  

Wild, Margaret The Miracle of the Little Wooden Duck Illustrated by Dee Huxley. 
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Wild, Margaret No More Kisses. Illustrated by Nina Rycroft. Surry Hills, NSW: Little Hare 

Books, 2010.  

Wild, Margaret Vampyre Illustrated by Andrew Yeo. Newtown, NSW: Walker Books, 2011. 

Wild, Margaret The Dream of the Thylacine Illustrated by Ron Brooks. Crows Nest, NSW: 

Allen & Unwin, 2011. 

Wild, Margaret Tanglewood Illustrated by Vivienne Goodman. Parkside, SA: Omnibus 
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Egmont, 2013. 
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Wild, Margaret This Little Piggy Went Dancing Illustrated by Deborah Niland. Crows Nest, 

NSW: Allen & Unwin, 2013. 

Wild, Margaret The Treasure Box Illustrated by Freya Blackwood. Melbourne: Puffin Books, 

2017; Melbourne: Penguin Viking, 2013.  

Wild, Margaret On the Day You Were Born Illustrated by Ron Brooks. Crows Nest, NSW: 

Allen & Unwin, 2013. 

Wild, Margaret Let’s Go to Sleep Illustrated by Michelle Dawson. Adelaide, SA: Working 

Title Press, 2013.  

Wild, Margaret Davy & the Duckling Illustrated by Julie Vivas. Melbourne: Penguin Group, 

2013.  

Wild, Margaret The Stone Lion Illustrated by Ritva Voutila. Richmond, Vic: Little Hare 

Books, Hardie Grant, 2014. 

Wild, Margaret The Bush Book Club Illustrated by Ben Wood. Parkside, SA: Omnibus 

Books, 2014. 

Wild, Margaret This Little Piggy Went Singing Illustrated by Deborah Niland. Crows Nest, 

NSW: Allen & Unwin, 2016, 2014. 

Wild, Margaret Bogtrotter Illustrated by Judith Rossell. Newtown, NSW: Walker Books, 

2015. 

Wild, Margaret Our Baby Illustrated by Karen Blair. Adelaide, SA: Working Title Press, 

2015.  

Wild, Margaret The Pocket Dogs and the Lost Kitten Illustrated by Stephen Michael King. 

Gosford, NSW: Omnibus Books, an Imprint of Scholastic Australia, 2016.  

Wild, Margaret One Keen Koala Illustrated by Bruce Whatley. Gosford, NSW: Scholastic 

Australia, 2017. 

Wild, Margaret The Sloth who Came to Stay Illustrated by Vivienne To. Crows Nest, NSW: 

Allen & Unwin, 2017.  

Wild, Margaret Chalk Boy Illustrated by Mandy Ord. Crows Nest, NSW: Allen & Unwin, 

2018. 

Wild, Margaret The Feather Illustrated by Freya Blackwood. Richmond, Vic: Little Hare 

Books, Hardie Grant, 2018. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Freya_Blackwood
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Wild, Margaret Goodbye House, Hello House Illustrated by Ann James. Crows Nest, NSW: 

Allen & Unwin, 2019. 

Wild, Margaret Boo! Illustrated by Andrew Joyner. Melbourne: Puffin Books, 2019.  

Wild, Margaret Girl from the Sea Illustrated by Jane Tanner. Crows Nest, NSW: Allen & 

Unwin, 2020.  

YA NOVELS: 

Wild, Margaret The Vanishing Moment Crows Nest, NSW: Allen & Unwin, 2013.  

Wild, Margaret One Night Crows Nest, NSW: Allen & Unwin, 2003.  

 

Wild, Margaret Jinx St Leonards, Crows Nest, NSW: Allen & Unwin, 2001.  

 

JUNIOR NOVELS:  

Wild, Margaret Beast Norwood, South Australia: Omnibus Books, 1992 (paperback). 

 

Wild, Margaret The Diary of Megan Moon (Soon to be Rich and Famous!) Illustrated by 

Shirley Peters. Sydney: Collins Australia in association with Anne Ingram Books, 1988 

(paperback).  

 

SHORT STORIES IN COLLECTIONS: 

 

Wild, Margaret ‘Bluebeard’s Daughter’ In The Blue Dress: Stories. Compiled by Libby 

Hathorn. Port Melbourne: Mammoth Australia, 1991.  

 

Wild, Margaret ‘Precious Pet’ In Bizarre: Ten Wonderfully Weird Stories Compiled by Penny 

Matthews. Norwood, SA: Omnibus, 1989.  

 

Wild, Margaret ‘Hair’ in Spine Chilling: Ten Horror Stories Compiled by Penny Matthews. 

Norwood, SA: Omnibus, 1992.  

 
NON-FICTION: 

 

Wild, Margaret and others Out of Reach! [kit] New South Wales Department of Education 

and Training Ryde, NSW: Drug Education Unit, Student Services and Equity Programs, 

NSW Dept of Education and Training, 2001, 2002.  
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7. Translated Editions 
 
1. Allen & Unwin Publications Translations:  

  

Wild, Margaret Fox Illustrated by Ron Brooks. St Leonards, NSW: Allen & Unwin, 2000  

  

Japanese Edition: Fox by Margaret Wild and Ron Brooks: Kitsune / Māgaretto Wairudo bun 

; Ron Burukkusu e ; Teraoka Takashi yaku 

キツネ / マーガレット.ワイルド文; ロン.ブルックス絵; 寺岡襄訳 

Tōkyō : BL Shuppan, 2001. 東京 : BL出版, 2001  

  

Other Editions: 

Catalan – Ekare 

Chinese Complex – Yuan Liou 

Chinese Simplified – Yuan Liou 

Chinese edition, 2003  

Danish edition, 2000  

English in U.S. – Kane Miller 

English in U.K. – Franklin Watts/Cat’s Whiskers 

French, 2000 

German – Carlsen, 2000 

German theatre – Casamax Theatre 

Hebrew – Zeltner/Children’s, 2003 

Korean – Bluebird Publishing Co 

Korea – Youngkyo Korean  

Persian – Mohsen Publication (NB: Did not go ahead)  

Russian – Rech 

Serbian – Beli Put 

Spanish – Ekare, 2005 

Mongolian – Bolor Sudar 

Portuguese (Brazil) – Raposa São Paulo: Brinque Book Editora do Livros Ltda, 2005, 2000. 
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Wild, Margaret Old Pig Illustrated by Ron Brooks. A Little Ark Book. St Leonards, NSW: 

Allen & Unwin, 1995; St Leonards, NSW: Allen & Unwin, 1995 (paperback): 

 

Japanese edition:  

Buta bāchan / Māgaretto Wairudo bun; Ron Burukkusu e ; Imamura Ashiko yaku 

ぶたばあちゃん / マ-ガレット・ワイルド文 ; ロン・ブルックス絵 ; 今村葦子訳 

Tōkyō : Asunaro Shobō, 1995.  

東京 : あすなろ書房, 1995  

  

Other Editions: 

Chinese Complex – Eastern Publishing Co, 2006 

Chinese Simplified – Beijing Yanliu Classic Culture Ltd, 2006 

Danish – Gyldendal, 1997 

Dutch – Lemniscaat, 1995 

English in U.S. – Penguin/Dial 

English in U.K. – Penguin  

French – Pastel, 1997 

German – Moritz, 1997 

Korean  –  Si Gong Sa, 1997 

Mongolian – Bolor Sudar 

Portuguese (Brazil) – Brinque Book Editora do Livros Ltda, 2000 

Spanish – Ekare, 2005 

Swedish – Eriksson & Lindgren 

US edition, 1996  

  

Wild, Margaret Rosie and Tortoise Illustrated by Ron Brooks. A Little Ark Book. St 

Leonards, NSW, 1998.  

 

Japanese edition:  

Rōjī to chibikko kamesan / Māgaretto Wairudo bun ; Ron Brooks e ; Imamura Ashiko yaku 

ロ-ジ-とちびっこかめさん / マ-ガレット・ワイルド文 ; ロン・ブルックス絵 ; 

今村葦子訳 

Tōkyō : Asunaro Shob [229]o, 1998.  

東京 : あすなろ書房, 1998  

  

Other Editions: 

Dutch – Middernacht – Children’s 

English in U.K. – Penguin/Viking 

English in U.S. – Penguin/Viking (DK Ink)  

German – Brunnen 

Korean – Samseung 

South Korean  – Joongang Publishing Company 
 

Wild, Margaret The Dream of the Thylacine Illustrated by Ron Brooks. Crows Nest, NSW: 

Allen & Unwin, 2011. 

 

Other Editions: 

German – Carlsen 
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Wild, Margaret One Night Crows Nest, NSW: Allen & Unwin, 2003.  

 

Other Editions: 

American edition, 2004  

American edition, 2006 (paperback)  

German edition, 2006  

Swedish edition, 2004 

  

Wild, Margaret Jinx St Leonards, Crows Nest, NSW: Allen & Unwin, 2001.  

 

Other Editions: 

German edition, 2001  

American edition, 2002  

American edition, 2002 (paperback)  

Danish edition, 2002 (paperback)  

Dutch edition, 2003 (paperback)  

French edition, 2003 (paperback) [two editions]  

German edition, 2003 (paperback)  

Japanese edition, 2003 (paperback)  

Norwegian edition, 2004 

Swedish edition, 2004  

Lithuanian edition, 2006  
 

Wild, Margaret, Goodbye House, Hello House Illustrated by Ann James. St Leonards, Crows 

Nest, NSW: Allen & Unwin, 2019.  

 

Other Editions: 

French edition, 2019 

 

Wild, Margaret, This Little Piggy Went Dancing Illustrated by Deborah Niland. St Leonards, 

Crows Nest, NSW: Allen & Unwin, 2013.  

 

Other Editions: 

Chinese Simplified – Oriental Kids and Babies, 2018 

Wild, Margaret, This Little Piggy Went Singing Illustrated by Deborah Niland. St Leonards, 

Crows Nest, NSW: Allen & Unwin, 2014.  
 

Other Editions: 

Chinese Simplified – Oriental Kids and Babies, 2018 

Wild, Margaret, The Sloth Who Came to Stay. Illustrated by Vivienne To. St Leonards, 

Crows Nest, NSW: Allen & Unwin, 2017.  
 

Other Editions: 

Korean – Conko, South Korea, 2017 

Polish – Kinderkulka, 2019 
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2. Penguin Random House Australia Translations: 

 

Wild, Margaret The Queen’s Holiday Illustrated by Sue O’Loughlin. Ringwood, Vic: Viking, 

1992.  

 

Other Editions (Distribution deal (not a Rights License):  

American edition, 1992  

British edition, 1992  

 

Wild, Margaret Jenny Angel Illustrated by Anne Spudvilas. Ringwood, Vic: Penguin, 1999; 

Ringwood, Victoria: Puffin, 2002 (paperback). 

 

Other Editions (Reverted Licenses): 

Japanese edition, 2001  

 

Wild, Margaret Woolvs in the Sitee Illustrated by Anne Spudvilas. Camberwell, Vic: Penguin, 

2006.  

 

Other Editions:  

Front Street/Boyds Mills Press, US edition, 2007  

Wild, Margaret The Treasure Box Illustrated by Freya Blackwood. Melbourne: Puffin Books, 

2017; Melbourne: Penguin Viking, 2013.  

Other Editions:  

North America (Candlewick Press) 

China (Oriental Babies & Kids) 

Japan (Iwasaki Shoten) 

Romania (SC Didactica Publishing House) 

  

Wild, Margaret Leo the Littlest Seahorse Illustrated by Terry Denton. Melbourne, Puffin 

Books, 2012, 2010.  

Other Editions:  

China (Graphic Communications Press) 

  

Wild, Margaret Big Red Hen and the Little Lost Egg Illustrated by Terry Denton. 

Camberwell, Vic: Puffin. Books, 2011; Hawthorn, Vic: Penguin, 2008.  

 

Other Editions:  

China (Oriental Babies & Kids)  

 

Wild, Margaret Miss Lily’s Fabulous Pink Feather Boa Illustrated by Kerry Argent. 

Ringwood, Vic: Viking, 1998.  

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Freya_Blackwood
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Other Editions:  

Audio (Bolinda) 

Stage (Spare Parts Puppet Theatre)  

  

Wild, Margaret There’s a Sea in My Bedroom Illustrated by Jane Tanner. Melbourne: Nelson, 

1984; London: Hamilton, 1984.  

Other Editions:  

Melbourne: Nelson, 1985 (paperback)  

Melbourne: Nelson, 1985 (paperback)  

Camberwell, Vic: Puffin Books, 1989 (paperback).  

Camberwell, Vic: Puffin Books, 2005 (paperback)  

Camberwell, Vic: Penguin Group (Australia), 2007 (paperback)  

Audio (Bolinda) 

Stage (Australian Chamber Orchestra) 

3. Hardie Grant and Little Hare Translations:  

 

Wild, Margaret Kiss, Kiss! Illustrated by Bridget Strevens-Marzo. Surry Hills, NSW: Little 

Hare Books, 2003.  

 

Other Editions:  

French edition, 2003  

Spanish edition, 2004 (paperback)  

American edition, 2004  

American edition, 2005 (paperback)  

Japanese edition, 2005  

American edition, 2007 (mini-book)  

 

Wild, Margaret Little Humpty Illustrated by Ann James. Surry Hills, NSW: Little Hare 

Books, 2003.  

 

Other Editions:  

Spanish edition, 2003 

 

Wild, Margaret Lucy Goosey Illustrated by Ann James. Surry Hills, NSW: Little Hare Books, 

2007, 2008; Richmond, Vic: Hardie Grant Egmont, 2013; 2016.  

 

Chinese Editions: 

E bao bao Luxi de di yi ci = Lucy Goosey / wen, Magelite Huai'erde (Margaret Wild); tu, An 

Zhanmushi (Ann James); yi, Kong Fanlu  鵝寶寶露西的第一次 = Lucy Goosey / 文, 

瑪格麗特·懷爾德 (Margaret Wild); 圖, 安·詹姆士(Ann James) ; 譯, 孔繁璐 

Uniform title: Lucy Goosey. Chinese by Wild, Margaret, 1948- Taibei Shi : Da ying wen hua 

shi ye gu fen you xian gong si, 2008, ©2008. 

台北市 : 大穎文化事業股份有限公司, 2008. 

 

https://catalogue.nla.gov.au/Record/6414667?lookfor=(author:(wild,%20margaret))%20lucy%20goosey&offset=4&max=5
https://catalogue.nla.gov.au/Record/6414667?lookfor=(author:(wild,%20margaret))%20lucy%20goosey&offset=4&max=5
https://catalogue.nla.gov.au/Search/Home?lookfor=author:%22Wild,%20Margaret,%201948-%22&iknowwhatimean=1
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Xiao e Luxi / (Ao) Magelite Huaide zhu; (Ao) An Zhanmusi hui; Wang Zhigeng yi  

小鹅露西 / (澳)玛格丽特・怀德著 ; (澳)安・詹姆斯绘 ; 王志庚译 

Uniform title: Lucy Goosey. Chinese by Wild, Margaret, 1948- 

Beijing: Wai yu jiao xue yu yan jiu chu ban she, 2016. 

北京 : 外语教学与研究出版社, 2016. 

China (Anhui Children’s Publishing) – Magazine use only for one off printing – 2011 

China (Foreign Language Teaching & Research Press) – 2015 

Taiwan (Children Publishing HK) – Part of an English language box set of 12 Little Hare 

titles – 2020 

 

Other Editions:  

Thailand (Plan for Kids) – 2009 

Indonesian (Penerbit Erlangga) – 2009 

Taiwan (Alvita Publishing) – 2008 

Slovenia (Zalozba Skrivnost) – 2013 

Germany (Atlantis Verlag) – 2013 

Spain (Loguez Ediciones) – 2014 

France (Minedition) – 2014 

 

4. Scholastic and Omnibus Books Translations:   

 

Wild, Margaret Let the Celebrations Begin Illustrated by Julie Vivas. Norwood, SA: 

Omnibus Books, 1991.  

 

Other Editions:  

American edition, 1991  

Canadian edition, 1991  

Dutch edition, 1991  

French edition, 1991  

 

Wild, Margaret Thank You Santa Illustrated by Kerry Argent. Norwood, SA: Omnibus 

Books, 1991; Norwood, SA: Omnibus Books, 1991 (paperback).  

 

Other Editions:  

American edition, 1991 (paperback)  

 

Wild, Margaret Beast Norwood, SA: Omnibus Books, 1992 (paperback)  

 

Other Editions:  

American edition, 1995  
 

Wild, Margaret My Dearest Dinosaur Illustrated by Donna Rawlins. Sydney: Ashton 

Scholastic, 1992.  

 

Other Editions:  

American edition, 1994  

 

Wild, Margaret The Slumber Party Illustrated by David Cox. Norwood, SA: Omnibus Books, 

1992; Norwood, SA: Omnibus Books, 1992 (paperback)  

https://catalogue.nla.gov.au/Record/7968471?lookfor=(author:(wild,%20margaret))%20lucy%20goosey&offset=5&max=5
https://catalogue.nla.gov.au/Search/Home?lookfor=author:%22Wild,%20Margaret,%201948-%22&iknowwhatimean=1
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Other Editions:  

American edition, 1993  
 

Wild, Margaret Space Travellers Illustrated by Gregory Rogers. Sydney: Ashton Scholastic, 

1992; Sydney: Ashton Scholastic, 1992 (paperback).  

 

Other Editions:  

American edition, 1993  

 

Wild, Margaret Going Home Illustrated by Wayne Harris. Sydney: Ashton Scholastic, 1993.  

 

Other Editions:  

American edition, 1994  

 

Wild, Margaret Our Granny Illustrated by Julie Vivas. Norwood, SA: Omnibus Books, 1993.  

 

Other Editions:  

American edition, 1994 (paperback)  

Spanish edition, 2002 (paperback)  

 

Wild, Margaret Toby Illustrated by Noela Young. Norwood, SA: Omnibus Books, 1993; 

Norwood, SA: Omnibus Books, 1993 reprint. 

 

Other Editions:  

American edition, 1994  

 

Wild, Margaret The Midnight Gang Illustrated by Ann James. Norwood, SA: Omnibus 

Books, 1996; Norwood, SA: Omnibus Books, 1996 (paperback).  

 

Other Editions:  

Korean edition, 2000  

British edition, 2000  

 

Wild, Margaret Pocket Dogs Illustrated by Stephen Michael King. Norwood, SA: Omnibus 

Books, 2000; Norwood, SA: Omnibus Books, 2001 (paperback).  

 

Other Editions:  

Korean edition, 2003  

Polish edition, 2004 

Chinese edition, 2006 (paperback)  

Spanish edition, 2006 (paperback)  

Wild, Margaret Harry & Hopper Illustrated by Freya Blackwood. Malvern, SA: Omnibus 

Books, 2009.  

Slovenian Edition:  

Simon in Skokec / Margaret Wild ; [ilustrirala] Freya Blackwood ; [prevod Barbara 

Majcenovič Kline] Uniform title: Harry and Hopper. slovenian 

https://catalogue.nla.gov.au/Record/7817709?lookfor=harry%20and%20hopper&offset=2&max=12
https://catalogue.nla.gov.au/Record/7817709?lookfor=harry%20and%20hopper&offset=2&max=12
https://catalogue.nla.gov.au/Record/7817709?lookfor=harry%20and%20hopper&offset=2&max=12
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by Wild, Margaret, 1948- Hoče : Skrivnost, 2017. 

 

Chinese Edition: 

Hali he xiao gou Tiaotiao / [Ao] Magelite Wei'erde wen ; [Ao] Fuleiya Bulaikewude tu ; 

Zhao Jing yi 

哈里和小狗跳跳 / [澳]玛格丽特・威尔德文 ; [澳]弗蕾雅・布莱克伍德图 ; 赵静译 

Uniform title: Harry and Hopper. Chinese by Wild, Margaret, 1948- 

Nanchang : Er shi yi shi ji chu ban she, 2013 南昌 : 二十一世纪出版社, 2013. 

 

 

Japanese Edition: 

Sayonara o ieru made / Māgaretto Wairudo bun ; Fureya Burakkuwiddo e ; Isozaki Hiroshi 

yaku 

さよならをいえるまで / マーガレット・ワイルドぶん ;フレヤ・ブラックウッドえ ; 

石崎洋司やく Uniform title: Harry & Hopper. Japanese by Wild, Margaret, 1948- Tōkyō : 

Iwasaki Shoten, 2010 東京 : 岩崎書店, 2010. 

 

5. Hodder Hachette Translations:  

 

Wild, Margaret There’s a Sea in My Bedroom Illustrated by Jane Tanner. Melbourne: Nelson, 

1984; London: Hamilton, 1984.  

 

Other Editions:  

American edition, 1987 (paperback)  

Japanese edition, 1987  

 

Wild, Margaret Mr Nick’s Knitting Illustrated by Dee Huxley. Sydney: Hodder and 

Stoughton, 1988  

 

Other Editions:  

British edition, 1988 (paperback)  

American edition, 1989  

Chinese edition, 1999  

Korean edition, 2002  

 

6. Margaret Hamilton Books Translations: 

 

Wild, Margaret The Very Best of Friends Illustrated by Julie Vivas. Sydney: Margaret 

Hamilton, 1989.  

 

Other Editions:  

American edition, 1990  

https://catalogue.nla.gov.au/Search/Home?lookfor=author:%22Wild,%20Margaret,%201948-%22&iknowwhatimean=1
https://catalogue.nla.gov.au/Record/7892451?lookfor=harry%20and%20hopper&offset=3&max=12
https://catalogue.nla.gov.au/Record/7892451?lookfor=harry%20and%20hopper&offset=3&max=12
https://catalogue.nla.gov.au/Search/Home?lookfor=author:%22Wild,%20Margaret,%201948-%22&iknowwhatimean=1
https://catalogue.nla.gov.au/Record/7833822?lookfor=harry%20and%20hopper&offset=4&max=12
https://catalogue.nla.gov.au/Record/7833822?lookfor=harry%20and%20hopper&offset=4&max=12
https://catalogue.nla.gov.au/Record/7833822?lookfor=harry%20and%20hopper&offset=4&max=12
https://catalogue.nla.gov.au/Search/Home?lookfor=author:%22Wild,%20Margaret,%201948-%22&iknowwhatimean=1
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British edition, 1990  

Canadian edition, 1990  

Canadian edition, 1990 (paperback)  

Danish edition, 1991  

Dutch edition, 1991  

Swedish edition, 1991  

Norwegian edition, 1992  

Spanish edition, 1992 (paperback)  

Chinese edition, 2001  

 

Wild, Margaret Remember Me Illustrated by Dee Huxley. Sydney: Margaret Hamilton 1990  

Sydney: Margaret Hamilton 1992 (paperback)  

 

Other Editions:  

American edition, 1995  

 

7. Working Title Press Translations: 

 

Wild, Margaret Piglet and Mama Illustrated by Stephen Michael King. Kingswood, SA: 

Working Title Press, 2004.  

 

Other Editions:  

American edition, 2005  

Korean edition, 2006  

Japanese edition, 2007  

 

Wild, Margaret Bobbie Dazzler Illustrated by Janine Dawson. Kingswood, SA: Working Title 

Press, 2006; Kingswood, SA: Working Title Press, 2006 (paperback).  

 

Other Editions:  

American edition, 2007  

 

8. ABC Books Translations: 

 

Wild, Margaret Nighty Night! Illustrated by Kerry Argent. Sydney: ABC Books, 2000.  

 

Other Editions:  

American edition, 2001.  

London: Southwood, 2001 (British edition)  

Korean edition, 2003  

 

Wild, Margaret The Midnight Feast Illustrated by Ann James. Sydney: ABC Books for the 

Australian Broadcasting Corporation, 1999.  

 

Other Editions:  

American edition, 1999  

Korean edition, 2001  
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Wild, Margaret Tom Goes to Kindergarten Illustrated by David Legge. Sydney: ABC Books 

for the Australian Broadcasting Corporation, 1999; Sydney: ABC Books for the Australian 

Broadcasting Corporation, 1999 (paperback).  

 

Other Editions:  

British edition, 1999  

Korean edition, 2000  

German edition, 2001  
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 8. Ten Most Important Books by the Candidate 
 

Wild, Margaret Let the Celebrations Begin Illustrated by Julie Vivas. Norwood, SA: 

Omnibus Books, 1992, 1991.  

Norwood, South Australia: Omnibus Books, 1991 reprint.  

Norwood, South Australia: Omnibus Books, 1992 (paperback).  

 

Wild, Margaret Old Pig Illustrated by Ron Brooks. A Little Ark Book. St Leonards, NSW: 

Allen & Unwin, 1995; St Leonards, NSW: Allen & Unwin, 1995 (paperback). 

 

Wild, Margaret Fox Illustrated by Ron Brooks. St Leonards, New South Wales: Allen & 

Unwin, 2000; St Leonards, New South Wales: Allen & Unwin, 2004.  

 

Wild, Margaret The Pocket Dogs Illustrated by Stephen Michael King. Norwood, SA: 

Omnibus Books, 2000; Norwood, SA: Omnibus Books, 2001 (paperback).  

 

Wild, Margaret Jinx St Leonards, Crows Nest, NSW: Allen & Unwin, 2001.  

Wild, Margaret Lucy Goosey Illustrated by Ann James. Surry Hills, NSW: Little Hare Books, 

2007, 2008; Richmond, Vic: Hardie Grant Egmont, 2013; 2016.  

Wild, Margaret Harry & Hopper Illustrated by Freya Blackwood. Malvern, SA: Omnibus 

Books, 2009. 

Wild, Margaret The Dream of the Thylacine Illustrated by Ron Brooks. Crows Nest, NSW: 

Allen & Unwin, 2011. 

Wild, Margaret The Treasure Box Illustrated by Freya Blackwood. Melbourne: Puffin Books, 

2017; Melbourne: Penguin Viking, 2013.  

Wild, Margaret Chalk Boy Illustrated by Mandy Ord. Crows Nest, NSW: Allen & Unwin, 

2018. 

   
   

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Freya_Blackwood
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              9. List of Five Books Sent to Jurors  

              

Wild, Margaret Fox Illustrated by Ron Brooks. St Leonards, NSW: Allen & Unwin, 2000; St 

Leonards, NSW: Allen & Unwin, 2004.  

 

Wild, Margaret Jinx St Leonards, Crows Nest, NSW: Allen & Unwin, 2001.  

Wild, Margaret Lucy Goosey Illustrated by Ann James. Surry Hills, NSW: Little Hare Books, 

2007, 2008; Richmond, Vic: Hardie Grant Egmont, 2013; 2016.  

Wild, Margaret Harry & Hopper Illustrated by Freya Blackwood. Malvern, SA: Omnibus 

Books, 2009. 

Wild, Margaret Chalk Boy Illustrated by Mandy Ord. Crows Nest, NSW: Allen & Unwin, 

2018.     
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             10. Published Reviews of Works 

The following is a list of ten reviews, two of each of five books, copies of which are 

contained in this dossier in Appendix B: 

 

Wild, Margaret Fox Illustrated by Ron Brooks. St Leonards, NSW: Allen & Unwin, 

2000; St Leonards, NSW: Allen & Unwin, 2004.  

Hunter, L ‘Fox written by Margaret Wild, illustrated by Ron Brooks: Linnet Hunter looks at a 

publishing landmark’ Magpies, Vol 15, No 1, 2000, pp. 4–6.  

‘Review: Fox’ Publishers Weekly, 8/10/2001. 

<https://www.publishersweekly.com/9781929132164> 

 

Wild, Margaret Jinx St Leonards, Crows Nest, NSW: Allen & Unwin, 2001.  

Goodman, Jo ‘Review: Jinx’ Magpies, Vol 17, Issue 1, March 2002, pp 40-1.  

Robinson, Moira ‘Jinx by Margaret Wild’ Viewpoint: On Books for Young Adults, Vol 9, No 

4, Summer 2001, p 43. 

Wild, Margaret Lucy Goosey Illustrated by Ann James. Surry Hills, NSW: Little Hare 

Books, 2007, 2008; Richmond, Vic: Hardie Grant Egmont, 2013; 2016.  

Zahnleiter, Joan ‘Review: Lucy Goosey’ Magpies, Vol 23, Issue I, March 2008, p 26. 

[Review: Lucy Goosey]’ The Bookbag 

<http://www.thebookbag.co.uk/w/index.php?title=Lucy_Goosey_by_Margaret_Wild_and_A

nn_James> 

Wild, Margaret Harry & Hopper Illustrated by Freya Blackwood. Malvern, SA: 

Omnibus Books, 2009. 

Morrow, Robin ‘Review: Blackwood, Freya ill. Harry & Hopper by Margaret Wild’ 

Magpies, Vol 24, Issue 1, March 2009, p 30. 

‘Review: Harry and Hopper’] Publishers Weekly Reviewed on: 11/22/2010 Release 

date: 01/01/2011 <https://www.publishersweekly.com/978-0-312-64261-7> 

Wild, Margaret Chalk Boy Illustrated by Mandy Ord. Crows Nest, NSW: Allen & 

Unwin, 2018. 

Purdie, Helen ‘[Review: Chalk Boy] Magpies, Vol 33, Issue 5, November 2018, p 34. 

‘Review: Chalk Boy’ Children’s Books Ireland  

<https://childrensbooksireland.ie/review/chalk-boy/> 

https://www.publishersweekly.com/9781929132164
http://www.thebookbag.co.uk/w/index.php?title=Lucy_Goosey_by_Margaret_Wild_and_Ann_Jame
http://www.thebookbag.co.uk/w/index.php?title=Lucy_Goosey_by_Margaret_Wild_and_Ann_Jame
https://www.publishersweekly.com/978-0-312-64261-7
https://childrensbooksireland.ie/review/chalk-boy/
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11. Reproductions of Book Covers  
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Appendix A. Articles 

Sheahan-Bright, Robyn ‘Fox Essay’ Reading Australia 2014. 

 <https://readingaustralia.com.au/essays/fox/> 

 

Essay by Robyn Sheahan-Bright 

Fox was a contemporary classic the minute it was published – an 

extraordinary picture book that has been acclaimed throughout the world 
for its mastery of words and pictures. It is a breathtaking collaboration by 
Margaret Wild and Ron Brooks, two of Australia’s most respected writers 
and illustrators for young people. Together, they’ve created an allegory of 
heroic proportions that is told in a spare, poetic text and hauntingly 
arresting illustrations. They engrave on the reader’s heart profound ideas of 
love, grief, loyalty, desire and redemption. 
 
Margaret Wild’s verse novels and many picture books have been widely 
acclaimed, with some calling her Australia’s ‘leading picture book writer’. 
Her first was published thirty years ago, and she seems to have an endless 
reservoir of stories to tell. She has won the Children’s Book Council of 
Australia (CBCA) Picture Book of the Year award three times, and been 
honoured or shortlisted in those awards many times. She was included in 
the 2000 International Board on Books for Young People (IBBY) Honour 
List for First Day (Allen & Unwin, 1999), and received the CBCA’s Nan 

Chauncy Award in 2008 for her outstanding contribution to children’s 
literature in Australia. She has collaborated with many of the very best 
illustrators in the industry, including Ron Brooks, on several texts. With Fox, 

she brings a poet’s sensibility to the writing of a mesmerising and powerful 
work about the elemental need for companionship in our lives. Her writing 
bristles with urgent action and sings with suggestive imagery; it is pared 
back, sometimes playful, and always emotionally resonant. In this way, it 
carries the very essence of what the story is about – the arcane battle 
between innocence and evil, kindness and cruelty, love and hate. 
Ron Brooks, four-time winner of the CBCA award for his picture books, has 
also won many international awards, and was the IBBY Australia nominee 
for the 2014 Hans Christian Andersen Award. His work has always skirted 
the bounds of what is conventionally expected of a picture book, taking the 
medium to its extremes. The evocative majesty of his art is very evident 
in Fox, which won not only the CBCA award but also the Queensland and 

NSW Premier’s Awards in 2002, and the 2004 Deutsche 
Jugendliteraturpreis (German Youth Literature Prize). It was also included 
on the 2002 IBBY Honour List, and it has been translated into many 
languages. Brooks brings to Wild’s text the visual and intellectual acuity 
that has distinguished his oeuvre, but takes his insights to a new level in 
this extraordinary exploration of the underlying forces at work in the 
narrative. He has read not only the words but the ‘gaps’ between them, and 
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responded with an interpretation that renders the verbal even more 
powerful. Some double-page spreads are crowded with painful action; 
others depict empty space that aches with emotion. He has employed the 
artist’s innate understanding of ‘woundedness’ to create a visual text that 
adds layers of further meaning to the written. 

The story goes… Two damaged creatures emerge from a charred forest 
destroyed by bushfire. Dog has lost an eye and rescues Magpie, but she 
doesn’t want to be saved if she can no longer fly with her burnt wing. Dog 
perseveres, however, and together they embark on a journey, with Magpie 
on Dog’s back. ‘FLY, Dog, FLY! I will be your missing eye and you will be 
my wings.’ When the cunning Fox appears, Dog is as welcoming as ever, 
but Magpie is not so sure of their new companion. ‘Now and again Fox 
joins in the conversation, but Magpie can feel him watching, always 
watching her. And at night his smell seems to fill the cave – a smell of rage 
and envy and loneliness.’ Magpie’s suspicions are overturned by her desire 
to fly again, though, and she is tempted three times before dangerously 
embarking on a journey with Fox, only to discover his twisted intentions, 
wrought by jealousy and loneliness. The existential howl of ‘triumph or 
despair’ within each of us is evoked in his painful abandonment of Magpie. 
But not only is Magpie left alone: Fox has alienated himself from those who 
sought his friendship, and has consigned Dog to solitude as well. And it is 
the latter who brings Magpie back to engagement with life; the heart-
wrenching thought of her friend waking to find her gone. Can Magpie find 
her painful way home again? 

Brooks writes in his memoir Drawn From the Heart (Allen & Unwin, 2010): 

‘When I first read Fox, I felt as though I had been punched in the chest, very 

hard, or that I’d been run over by a truck, a dirty great concrete mixer. It 
hurt. It was horrible.’ Such is the power of Wild’s honest writing, crafted as 
it is from pure, visceral emotion. She makes no concessions to those who 
fear that children won’t be able to engage with such a demanding text; and 
of course, they understand it perfectly. Adults often underestimate the 
intuitive understanding that children bring to reading, and seek to ‘protect’ 
them from exposure to complex themes. Fox challenges such prejudices, 

and its publication acknowledges the importance of mature, emotional 
investigation in the picture book form. As Brooks further records in his 
memoir: ‘The truth, at least as far as I’m concerned, has got nothing to do 
with nice. The best kids’ books aren’t what I’d call nice. Even kids – pieces 
of sun, pieces of moon, maybe – are not always nice.’ Children take from 
this text insights based on their own emotional understanding of the world, 
rather than what adults perceive in a story. ‘They know about the daily 
hurts and changes of allegiance in their schoolyard, in their street.’ 
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In this stunning work, Wild has used such strong language to embody 
universal archetypes, and created a work of mythical import for all ages. 
Fables and folk tales are not only the stuff of child’s play and storytelling, 
but also of a more adult exploration of the subconscious. The haunting 
nature of this contemporary tale is a completely new riff on several features 
that recur in traditional tales. Two companions (Dog and Magpie), thrown 
together by tragic circumstance (fire), embark on a journey that is 
interrupted by a meeting with a threatening stranger (Fox). Magpie is thrice 
put to the test, is finally duped by Fox and then assumes a heroic 
‘everywoman’ status in embarking on a new journey home to Dog, which 
will test both her strength and endurance. By combining the framework of 
fable – a constant tool for picture book writers and novelists alike – with an 
inventive plot that is enriched by an open ending, Wild has challenged 
Brooks to put a new ‘spin’ on the material. 

As a result, this spare and elemental narrative is explored in a visual text 
that is an alchemical mix of several arresting features. Brooks’ skill in 
design is evident first in the cover, which depicts Fox in full flight across 
both front and back, in a confronting image dominated by haunted, staring 
eyes that demand the reader’s attention. His mastery also presents itself in 
the scratching technique used in the hand-drawn lettering of the text, which 
echoes the elemental and arcane forces at work here. Brooks said that he 
decided to painstakingly ‘draw’ the text with his left hand, in a style that 
mimicked that of a child, because he wanted the reader to have to ‘slow 
down’ to read the text – to feel ‘Magpie’s discomfort, confusion and pain’. 
The layout is strikingly inventive, too: some pages are to be read by turning 
the book on its side. In a large format, he utilises the space in every 
element of the page and overturns conventions in every aspect of his art. 
The impasto layering of oil, acrylic and watercolour paint, shellac, and oil 
sticks is suggestive of a layering of meaning. Using a variety of traditional 
and non-traditional art tools, he ‘gouged, scratched and scraped’ in order to 
achieve his desired effect. This engraving of marks on paper results in a 
rendering of images that is both painterly and childlike, subtle and dramatic. 

Brooks’ palette contains the muted hazy colours of the Australian 
landscape; the ochre colour of the opening endpapers contrasts 
symbolically with the blue-green of the closing ones. The colours evoke the 
disparity between the arid desert and the lush gully, where Dog and Magpie 
make their first home together. After the fire, the land has recovered, and 
so too have they. In contrast, the vivid red-orange of Fox, who ‘scorches 
through woodlands’, is symbolic of fire and the terrible damage it visits on 
nature. He also serves to denote that what we envy in others, we often 
seek to destroy. But fire, of course, is also responsible for regeneration, 
and this idea is very much at the forefront in this brilliant work. 
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Anthropomorphism in children’s books is always a tenuous art, and here 
Wild and Brooks handle it in both the verbal and visual texts, with the cool 
command of character and voice for which they are both renowned. There 
is a stark cruelty but also a desperate emptiness in the eyes of Fox as he is 
depicted on the cover, which reflect a haunted character hewn from 
nature’s forces and capable of self-destructive action in order to survive. In 
contrast, Dog is affably kind – perhaps naively so – and Magpie is lively 
despite being aggrieved by her loss, and moves with a ‘jiggety-hop’ to her 
step. Both are depicted in an endearingly ‘human’ way. Magpie’s 
temptation by Fox, though, is also indicative of human frailty, and the story 
is never one-sided, nor are the characters stereotypical. As Brooks has 
written: ‘There is so muchpain, for both of them.’ Fox is no villain, and nor is 

Magpie any type of saint. Fox has been damaged, and seeks to damage in 
return. 
 
A successful picture book is a work that allows space for text and image to 
expand on each other; to extend and elaborate on what each can say on its 
own. This delicate duet is more than the sum of its parts, and in Fox we 
witness two creators perfectly in step with their material, evincing abundant 
faith in each other. Furthermore, it is important to acknowledge the context 
in which this book was published. Australia has become highly respected 
for the sophistication of its picture books, illustrated by luminaries such as 
Armin Greder, Shaun Tan, Ann James, Jan Ormerod, Jeannie Baker, 
Freya Blackwood, and Bob Graham. But it was not always so, and Brooks 
was arguably the progenitor of their success with his groundbreaking 
works The Bunyip of Berkeley’s Creek (Penguin, 1978) and John Brown Rose 
and the Midnight Cat (Penguin, 1980), both written by Jenny Wagner. Until 

the 1970s we had no picture book industry to speak of, and the 
sophistication of Brooks’ work provided an exemplar of what could be 
achieved. Some thirty-five years later, he is still setting the tone and pace 
for others. 
 
Fox is a landmark picture book in the canon of Australian children’s 

literature. Having read this book many times, what stays with me is the 
painful jolt it gives to the reader’s perception, leaving you with both a 
haunting sense of loss as suffered by the lonely and bitter Fox, and of the 
restorative joy found by Dog and Magpie in their care for each other. It 
demonstrates the skills, talents and bravery of its makers, who took risks in 
producing a work of such innovative design, and in dealing with such 
sophisticated and challenging subject matter. And it is a testament to the 
power of the art of picture book collaboration, to its ability to speak volumes 
about the essential questions of humanity. It does, in a condensed, 
poetically attuned and refined space, what a novel does in a more 
expansive one. Wild and Brooks have spoken to their readers from the 
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deep well of their creative wisdom and talent, and created a story that is 
truly unforgettable. 

  

Further reading 

Brooks, R 2010, Drawn from the Heart Allen & Unwin, Crows Nest. 

‘CBCA Judges Report 2001’, Reading Time, vol. 45, no. 3, p. 10. 

Doonan, J 2000, ‘Drawing on the Text: the Art of Collaboration ’ in Anstey, 
M & Bull, G (eds.),Crossing the Boundaries, Pearson Australia, Sydney, pp. 

17–31. 
Holden, S 2001, ‘Picturing Books Ron Brooks: The art of illustrating Part 
One’, Educare News,May 2001, pp. 34–7. 

Holden, S 2001, ‘Picturing Books Ron Brooks: The art of illustrating Part 
Two’, Educare News,June 2001, pp 39–42. 

Hunter, L 2000, ‘Fox written by Margaret Wild, illustrated by Ron Brooks: 

Linnet Hunter looks at a publishing landmark’, Magpies, vol. 15, no. 1, pp. 

4–6. 
Reeder, SO 2004, ‘Developing a Hungry Eye: Evaluating the Visual 
Narrative in Australian Children’s Books’, thesis, University of Canberra, 
Canberra. 
Sorensen, M 1992, ‘From the Word Go: Books for Younger 
Readers’, Australian Book Review, no. 145, pp. 68–72. 

© Copyright Robyn Sheahan-Bright 2014 
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White, Kerry ‘Margaret Wild: Interview’  Magpies, Vol 28, No 4, September 2013, 

pp 4–6. 

 

https://www-austlit-edu-au.rp.nla.gov.au/austlit/page/6615297
https://www-austlit-edu-au.rp.nla.gov.au/austlit/page/6615257
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Appendix B. Reviews 

Hunter, Linnet ‘Fox written by Margaret Wild, illustrated by Ron Brooks: Linnet Hunter looks 

at a publishing landmark’ Magpies, Vol 15, No 1, May 2000, pp 4–6.  
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‘Review: Fox’ Publishers Weekly 8/10/2001 

<https://www.publishersweekly.com/9781929132164> 

 

Wild (Nighty Night) departs from her playful characters of recent books for this 
haunting look at friendship and cruelty, geared to older readers. After Dog 
saves Magpie from a fire and nurses her burnt wing, the two forge a powerful 
bond. The one-eyed dog and the flightless bird travel together across a 
charred, leafless landscape, with Magpie feeling the wind in her feathers as 
she rides on Dog's back. "Fly, Dog, fly! I will be your missing eye, and you will 
be my wings." The mood changes quickly, however, when Fox enters—his 
sleek, orange body curled around one side of a spread—and sets Magpie on 
edge ("His smell seems to fill the cave—a smell of rage and envy and 
loneliness"). The tension Wild invokes in juxtaposing their disparate emotions 
creates a disquieting feeling that Brooks (Rosie and Tortoise) mirrors in his 
artwork, especially in close-ups of the characters' eyes. His hand-lettered text 
(resembling a child's shaky penmanship) appears in oddly positioned blocks, 
with some flipped vertically against the page edges and gutter. The stark 
illustrations, in mixed media and collage, expose the characters' raw emotions 
with brusque hash marks in thick applications of mostly dark paint. Only when 
Fox cons Magpie into switching her allegiance and traveling with him do 
readers discover the depth of Fox's alienation. The tale ends on a tenuously 
hopeful note, and the images from this unsettling, provocative story will 
resonate long after the book has been closed. Ages 6-up. (Oct.) 
 

 

 

https://www.publishersweekly.com/9781929132164
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Goodman, Jo ‘Review: Jinx’ Magpies, Vol 17, No 1, March 2002, pp 40–1.  
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Robinson, Moira ‘Jinx by Margaret Wild’ Viewpoint: On Books for Young Adults, Vol 9, 

No 4, Summer 2001, p 43. 
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‘Review: Jinx’ Publishers Weekly 29/03/2004 

<https://www.publishersweekly.com/9780802788306> 

Connected poems, ranging in length from three lines to two pages, 

compellingly tell the story of Jen, a self-proclaimed jinx. Here, Wild (The Very 

Best of Friends; Our Granny) gently traces the ebb and flow of Jen's 

observations and changing moods as she weathers the tragic, unrelated 

deaths of two consecutive boyfriends. The volume also offers an intimate 

glimpse of those closest to the teen: her parents, who divorced when Jen's 

sister, Grace, was "born imperfect"; Jen's ill-fated boyfriends, who are haunted 

by different forms of personal demons; and Jen's best friends, "ruthlessly" 

honest Ruth, whose "kind eyes" note everything, unselfconscious Connie, a 

lesbian, and starved-for-attention Serena. Poems from several different 

perspectives make readers privy to both close-up and distant views of Jen's 

world as she moves from "good girl" to "slut" ("The word is so juicily sexual—/ 

slut/ slot/ slit," she remarks) in the wake of her grief. The protagonist's bouts of 

anger, grief and self-doubt melt in a ray of hope that emerges unexpectedly 

from the boy who accidentally killed Jen's second beau. Though it's 

sometimes necessary to read between the lines (especially when gleaning a 

sense of her first boyfriend, "Good-time Charlie"), many of the brief narratives 

precisely capture the spirit of a character, feeling or moment. Together, the 

poems create something larger: a portrait of a young woman pulling herself 

out of despair. Ages 14-up. (Aug.) 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.publishersweekly.com/9780802788306
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Zahnleiter, Joan ‘Review: Lucy Goosey’ Magpies, Vol 23, No I, March 2008, p 26. 
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[Review: Lucy Goosey]’ The Bookbag 

<http://www.thebookbag.co.uk/w/index.php?title=Lucy_Goosey_by_Margaret_Wild_an

d_Ann_James> 

Lucy Goosey is a delightful heartwarming story that demonstrates the strength of the bond that 

exists between a mother and her child although in this case we are talking about geese. I shared 
this story with my five year old and three year old daughters and they both loved it. 

At the beginning of the story we meet Lucy Goosey who is very attached to the small pond she has 
lived in since she was a small gosling. She loves that pond so much that when her mother tells her 
they have to leave it in order to go on a long journey, she decides not to go. The problem is 
though, that soon the pond feels dark and lonely and Lucy Goosey starts to feel afraid. Thankfully 

she hears her mother's voice searching for her and they talk about why Lucy does not what to 

leave. 

She is worried about losing her way in the misty moisty clouds, being caught in a storm and 
getting tossed in the tree tops or falling into the cold dark sea. For each of these fears her mother 
is able to reassure her that she will always be there searching until she finds her. They finally fly 
off together into the sky but only after Lucy has decided that when her mum is really old she will 
look after her too. 

This is a lovely short story that is supported by the beautiful illustrations. I'm sure that most 

children will be able to relate to Lucy and her fear of the unknown and it could be a very useful 
book that will help children talk about their own fears. Both my daughters felt very sorry for Lucy 
when she was all alone and were very relieved when her mum turned up. My youngest told me 
that everything was going to be alright now that her mummy's here! It's a story that also 
demonstrates how sometimes it is necessary to make choices and make ourselves do things that 

we don't really want to. 

The illustrations are absolutely lovely in this book and have an almost mystical feel about them. 
This is mainly achieved by the muted colours and the blurred edges in most of them. They really 
do help to tell the story well and children will enjoy looking at these as much as listening to the 
story. 

There are also some wonderful descriptions in this story making good use of alliteration and 
similes. My daughters loved the sound of the misty moisty clouds and they could imagine the rock 
as big as a cow and the bushes that were dark as caves. My favourite pieces of description were 

when we are told that: 

she huddled in the reeds, 
listening to leaves rustling, 
twigs cracking, things slithering. 

As I read this I felt I could almost hear these strange sounds coming out of the silent lake. Finally 
at the end of the story I love it when we read: 

away they flew 

into a never-ending sky full of stars. 

I do think that the use of such wonderful description helped my daughters to picture all that was 
happening in the story. 

I'd like to thank the publishers for sending a copy to The Bookbag. 

Overall this really is a lovely story that will move and delight young children. If this appeals to 
your little one, they might also want to take a look at Baby Brains and RoboMum by Simon 

James which is a different type of story telling of a strong mother and child relationship. 

 

 

http://www.thebookbag.co.uk/w/index.php?title=Lucy_Goosey_by_Margaret_Wild_and_Ann_Jame
http://www.thebookbag.co.uk/w/index.php?title=Lucy_Goosey_by_Margaret_Wild_and_Ann_Jame
http://www.thebookbag.co.uk/reviews/Baby_Brains_and_RoboMum_by_Simon_James
http://www.thebookbag.co.uk/reviews/Baby_Brains_and_RoboMum_by_Simon_James


 

IBBY Australia Nomination for Hans Christian Andersen Award for Writing 2022: Margaret Wild 

62 

Morrow, Robin ‘Review: Blackwood, Freya ill. Harry & Hopper by Margaret Wild’ 

Magpies, Vol 24, No 1, March 2009, p 30. 
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‘Review: Harry and Hopper’] Publishers Weekly Reviewed on: 11/22/2010 Release 

date: 01/01/2011 <https://www.publishersweekly.com/978-0-312-64261-7> 

Harry & Hopper 
Margaret Wild, illus. by Freya Blackwood, Feiwel and Friends, $16.99 (32p) 

ISBN 978-0-312-64261-7 

  

 

MORE BY AND ABOUT THIS AUTHOR 

Redheaded Harry and his spotted dog, Hopper, are constant companions, 

accomplices ("As Hopper grew older... Harry helped him run away from his 

weekly bath"), and bedmates. The dog's sudden death (an accident that 

happens while Harry is at school), leaves the boy devastated; refusing to join 

his father at Hopper's backyard funeral, Harry "stared at the [TV] screen but 

the words and pictures didn't make sense, and he couldn't follow what was 

going on." But gradually, Harry finds that Hopper lives on his heart, and in the 

final, wordless scene, rendered from a vantage point far above the backyard, 

readers see Harry visiting his beloved pet's grave. Wild's (Puffling) 

understated, empathic prose offers both a voice for a child unable to articulate 

his grief and the reassurance that those we love never really disappear. 

Blackwood's (Ivy Loves to Give) predominantly charcoal drawings are equally 

eloquent, particularly in her use of texture to capture the emotional essence of 

good and sad times. These days, her gift for portraying children navigating the 

turbulence of life feels especially necessary. Up to age 5. (Jan.) 
DETAILS 

Reviewed on: 11/22/2010 

Release date: 01/01/2011 

Genre: Children's 

Hardcover - 1 pages - 978-1-4071-1138-4 

Paperback - 30 pages - 978-1-4071-1139-1 

Hardcover - 32 pages - 978-4-265-06824-1 

 

https://www.publishersweekly.com/978-0-312-64261-7
https://www.publishersweekly.com/978-0-312-64261-7
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Purdie, Helen ‘[Review: Chalk Boy] Magpies, Vol 33, No 5, November 2018, p 34. 

 



 

IBBY Australia Nomination for Hans Christian Andersen Award for Writing 2022: Margaret Wild 

65 

 ‘Review: Chalk Boy’ Children’s Books Ireland  

<https://childrensbooksireland.ie/review/chalk-boy/>  

 

  
In this imaginative and atypical picturebook, Barnaby is a pavement artist in a busy city whose drawing of 

a boy – Chalk Boy – seems to take on a life of its own, with ‘eyes that can see’ and a ‘heart that can feel’. 

Barnaby explains that once the rain comes, Chalk Boy will wash away, but for now Chalk Boy loves his 

life. Chalk Boy spends his day being re- drawn as a juggler, a reader, a swimmer and a gymnast. 

The story is written in simple, clear language that matches the illustrations, which are executed in inky 

black lines with rich watercolour. There is plenty to spot in these refreshing images of the buzzing city 

behind Chalk Boy: coffee-drinking hipsters, shoppers, uniformed students, tourists, and greedy pigeons. 

Soon enough the rain comes, night falls, and Chalk Boy realises he’s lonely. When Barnaby returns to his 

work, what he adds to the drawing offers a heart-warming resolution to the story. This is a carefree, quirky 

story with a subtly encouraging ending. 

https://childrensbooksireland.ie/review/chalk-boy/
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             Appendix C. USB  

[Contains photo of author, electronic copies of books, and an electronic copy of the dossier.]  


