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Sinan Hallak in few words

Sinan Hallak is a Lebanese children’s books'’
illustrator, a graphic designer, mostly active
in the book industry. Apart from that, he's
3 university instructor teaching digital
expression and layout design.

Although a “globetrotter”, Sinan has always
been living in Beirut, his home city. Born
in 1980, he witnessed the city's numerous
ups and downs of the past four decades. He
assumes that Beirut has a great impact on his
character and his career.

Sinan also witnessed and contributed in the
latest boom that occurred on the modern
scene of the Arab children’s literature.

Holder of a Master’s degree in Illustration from
the “Académie Libanaise des Beaux-Arts”
(ALBA), his drawings got published for the first
time in 2009 and his work was granted several
awards and honorable mentions.

Sinan collaborated with local, regional and
multinational publishing houses; his latest
book entitled “Perfectly different” was
published by Penguin Random House, South
Africa.

Besides his work as an illustrator, Sinan has
designed many picture books, young adults’
and adults’ books.

Dueto hisinterestin children’s art, he has been
holding a series of workshops for kids, through
which silent books and short animations were
produced, all fully illustrated by 7 to 12-year-
old kids.

On the ground, Sinan has always been
actively reaching out for children in different
communities and coutries through art projects
and workshops to promote visual expression
and narrative art.






Ten most significant books

It's not easy for Sinan to choose ten books
that he would call “his most significant”. For
him, every book he has done has contributed
in his career path and was part of his ongoing
journey of exploration and exchange.
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| Don’t Understand What | Read
Written by Eva Kozma

/s e Academia, Lebanon, 2014

L'll

(AP I.ov_ol 1

“{K A story about a little boy who picks a book
® S dhisigm. WSl that isn’t suitable for his age and his struggle

to understand the words. He simply faces the

fact that he cannot read any book he comes
across.

When My Friend Got Sick
Written by Samar Mahfouz Barraj
Yuki Press, Lebanon, 2011

Back in 2011, this book was a taboo breaker!
the story of a little girl who bravely faces
Leukaemia and takes the reader through the
whole healing journey.

@ Arabi 21 award.

@ Best design for children’s books, Beirut
International Book Fair.

Q Shortlisted for Etisalat Award’s best book.
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The Book Of Laughter And Crying
Written by Fatima Sharafeddine
Asala, Lebanon, 2011

A story about the simple emotions every child
encounters and their manifestation within the
family and friends’ environment.

@ Anna Lindh Foundation Award.

AB.Z
Written by Samar Mahfouz Barraj
Dar Al-Saqi, Lebanon, 2017

A rhyming ABC book, relating every letter to
an animal doing funny stuff. Raccoon blowing
a balloon, crocodile selling apples,...

Q 2" place, best design for children’s books,
Beirut International Book Fair.

Super-Maman
Written by Gwendoline Raisson
Samir Editeur, Lebanon, 2011

A mom with exceptional powers shrinks every
morning and goes inside her son’s pocket
aiming to protect him and help him through
his school days... This will simply put the boy
into more trouble.



The Two Tailors Marzouk and Maatouk
Written by Nassim Alwan
Asala, Lebanon, 2011

An adaptation of the famous french classical
“Les Deux Bossus”. Two hunchbacked tailors
seizing a unique opportunity, each in his own
way and based on his own perception.

My Brother and | Are Twins
Written by Rania Zbib Daher
Dar Al-Nadim, Lebanon, 2013

How's it like to have an identical twin brother?
a description from the perspective of a child,
showing all similarities and celebrating the
differences.
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Aunt Zayyoun And the Olive Tree
Written by Fatima Sharafeddine
Asala, Lebanon, 2009

A comparison between an old lady and an olive
tree in her garden. Both have been here for a
long time and share a lot in common.

Q Featured in “101 books exhibition” by Anna
Lindh Foundation.

@ Longlisted for Etisalat Award’s best book.

Mom And Dad’s wedding
Written by Nahed Al-Shawwa
Noun, Jordan, 2015

A little girl goes through a journey to her mom
and dad’s wedding days. Friends and family,
photographer and tailor... all helping out in
making the beautiful memory.

Our Neighbor Joujou
Written by Fatima Sharafeddine
Asala, Lebanon, 2011

Joujou is not like any other neighbor, she
knows very well how to make everyone around
her happy. This book is about human bonds,
a3 depiction of the neighborhood’s life in our
local culture.

@ Arabi 21 honor list.
N






Five books submitted to the jury

The five chosen books submitted to the
jury of the Hans Christian Andersen Award
2022, among others, show Sinan’s endeavor
to explore different styles and illustrative
approaches while staying loyal to the subject.
Sinan considers himself in constant search for
new graphical styles, he treats every project
as a journey, an opportunity to explore and
experiment.
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Perfectly Different
Written by Sarah Tavola
Penguin Random House, South Africa, 2019

A rhyming story celebrating human diversity
and explaining to children that it takes a bit of
everything to make a beautiful world.

Stronger Than Anger
Written by Eva Kozma
Academia, Lebanon, 2015

A story about anger management and the
journey of a little boy learning how to deal
with the anger that runs in his family.

Q 2" place, best design for children’s books,
Beirut International Book Fair.

Hungry Charbar...
Written by Samar Mahfouz Barraj
Academia, Lebanon, 2016

A hungry creature eating up everything,
until the day, people decide to defend their
resources and get rid of the greedy monster.

Q Shortlisted for Etisalat Award’s best book,
bestillustration, best text and best production.



My Book Got Bored
Written by Fatima Sharafeddine
Kalimat, UAE, 2012

A book on the shelf got bored after being left
out for a long time. One day the book falls
and all letters come out in an attempt to have
some fun... but it ends up being a big mess!

@ Best book (3 to 5-year-old children) at the
Sharjah Children’s Reading Festival.

The Lilac Girl
Written by Ibtissam Barakat
Tamer Institute, Palestine, 2019

A story about Palestenian painter Tamam Al-
Ak’hal and a journey through her childhood,

her lost house and far city.

@ Sheikh Zayed Award.
%
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Illustration works

According to Sinan, lllustration goes beyond
skills and techniques, it's the ability to express
ideas and build a universe. One can decide to
use a simple style or take a long process and
a meticulous technigue. But in any case clarity
should never be compromised.
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The Lilac Girl







Perfectly Different
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Aunt Zayyoun And The Olive Tree
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The Two Tailors Marzouk And Maatouk
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My Book Got Bored
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Super-Maman




Mom And Dad’s Wedding




Our Neighbor Joujou




| Don’'t Understand What | Read
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My Brother And | Are Twins




When My Friend Got Sick
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The Book Of Laughter And Crying
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Unpublished
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Completelist of projects > lllustration

This is a complete list of all illustration projects
Sinan has done throughout his career path
since 2009.
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2019
Perfectly Different - Penguin Random House, South Africa

2019
Oebals ool palsil) 1ol dusobo - &L i3l

The Lilac Girl - Tamer Institute, Palestine
@ Sheikh Zayed Award - 2020

2018
shs Jabdl Osl 3Sse - SUT U

Am 1?7 - Children’s Literature Center, Qatar

2018
olid (Sladlhls - &=l g0 uxls
Playing With Language - Dar Al-Saqi, Lebanon

2017
olid (Gl s - el el wcall
A, B... Z - Dar Al-Saqi, Lebanon

2016
s Jebdl Gl 3850 - dlss

P Palm Tree - Children’s Literature Center, Qatar

2016

old (@laxdlls - slaall (§ Hosuall
Hawks At The Airport - Dar Al-Hadaek, Lebanon

2016

Ol daopslST - @il 50

Hungry Charbar... - Academia, Lebanon

Q Shortlisted for Etisalat Award’s best book, best illustration, best text and best production - 2016

2015

0331085 - blg Lale ose
Mom And Dad'’s wedding - Noun, Jordan

2015

olid LeanslST - Ceasl oo (5ol Ul

| Am Stronger Than Anger - Academia, Lebanon

Q 2" place, best design for children’s books, Beirut International Book Fair - 2016

2014
ol LeastsT - 1l Lo cpdl 3
| Don't Understand What I'm Reading - Academia, Lebanon



2014

OLEs Budas - 838l dagall
The Big Mission - Hikayat app

2013

olid el ls - plos L3 lg U
My Brother And | Are Twins - Dar Al-Nadim, Lebanon

2013
s3iall do sl Shledl (bgy> - Guodlall Jax] Lo
Beautiful Outfits - Horoof, United Arab Emirates

2013
sxxiall d sl Ohlel wbgs> - clawadly xxdls sl 9
In The Land, The Sea And The Sky - Horoof, United Arab Emirates

2013
Football, Football... - Asala, Lebanon
2013

daxiodl du sl Ohledl « 8oy - yosedl 8L
The Traffic Light - Horoof, United Arab Emirates

2012

Lo Disporition - Samir Editeur, Lebanon
Translated into Arabic in 2018: Hld sueww - cgai>)l

2012
old dlol - §eizag G9ixe Ol
The Two Tailors Marzouk And Maatouk - Asala, Lebanon

2012 i

saxiall &zl Shledl WlalS - LS Jo

My Book Got Bored - Kalimat, United Arab Emirates

@ Best book (3 to 5-year-old children) at the Sharjah Children’s Reading Festival - 2013

2011
Super-Maman - Samir Editeur, Lebanon
Translated into Arabic in 2012 4lid sueww - bolo-pgw

2011

olid dlol - 920> 1>

Our Neighbor Joujou - Asala, Lebanon
@ Arabi 21 honor list - 2013



2011

Olid (Vun SSer - idass Cudse lesic
When My Friend Got Sick - Yuki Press, Lebanon

@ Arabi 21 award - 2013
@ Best design for children’s books, Beirut International Book Fair - 2011

Q Shortlisted for Etisalat Award’s best book - 2011

2011

olid ol - 8l el OLsS

The Book Of Laughter And Crying - Asala, Lebanon
@ Anna Lindh Foundation Award - 2011

2010
Bet You Didn’t Know This About Beirut! - Turning Point Books, Lebanon

2009

olid dlol - Hei 3l Sxdg o5 dasgll

Aunt Zayyoun And The Qlive Tree - Asala, Lebanon

@ Featured in “101 books exhibition” by Anna Lindh Foundation - 2011

@ Longlisted for Etisalat Award’s best book - 2010



Complete list of projects > Design

This is a complete list of all books Sinan has
designed. When assigned a pure design task,
he makes sure that the illustrator gets every
needed piece of information he/she needs to
insure the viusal synergy between text and
illustration. Apart from that, he takes care of
the production details, making sure the book
is carefully laid-out and coherent.
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2020

O3 el Hls - o) &gy - Hlasdl &5l

The Anemones - Dar Al-Yasmeen, Jordan

Q Winner of Etisalat Award’s best book for Young Adults - 2020

2019

03l rawldlls - Gzl g, - pandl sl
The White Asphalt - Dar Al-Yasmeen, Jordan

2019
The Boy Who Loved A Garden - Salpi Simitian

2019

003l opawldlls - a3 dales
A Chicken That Doesn’t Lay Eggs

2019

023 (el - Hln, Gibg Hbae
Adnan And Ramadan’s Dish - Dar Al-Yasmeen, Jordan
@ Winner of Arab Children’s book Publishers Forum Award - 2020

2019

028 imaeoldl Sl = peccnall U el ol 3l 3 - MeoblS doS

Karma Karamella Series - | Don’t Want To Go To The Swimming Pool
Dar Al-Yasmeen, Jordan

2019
O3 ol Hls - &l Obull 3Ls - Mo S dasS
Karma Karamella Series - The Golden Coins’ Girl - Dar Al-Yasmeen, Jordan

2018
u;fﬁl IWLL.” )|_\ - 0).4..15 <o - >LLA|)[S d.A)S
Karma Karamella Series - Big Trouble - Dar Al-Yasmeen, Jordan

2018

o33 pasldl 5l = Giadiall Gals 35T oo - eoblS doyS
Karma Karamella Series - Who Took My Orange Pen? - Dar Al-Yasmeen, Jordan

2018

olid (uSey Cuiyey £i8)o5 - Bodiuo (& Bxsal - LIS L
World Of Tales - Queen In A Box - Turning Point Books, Lebanon

2018
shé Jahll ool 3She - U s

Am 1?7 - Children’s Literature Center, Qatar



2018
olid (Qladlls - d=lll go cusls
Playing With Language - Dar Al-Saqi, Lebanon

2018

oI eawldlls - gag Ul
Me And Him - Dar Al-Yasmeen, Jordan
@ Winner of Arab Children’s book Publishers Forum Award - 2020

2018

ol opoww - egaixdl
Lo Disporition - Samir Editeur, Lebanon
Adapted from French

2017
olid (Gl s = el el wall
A, B... Z - Dar Al-Saqi, Lebanon

2017
Olid (puSey Cuygy Rinhyol - ellall b - LISl Los
World Of Tales - The King's Sitar - Turning Point Books, Lebanon

2017

Olid (puSer gy &iwdyod - (G99
Bargoogq - Turning Point Books, Lebanon

2017

333 (el Hls - Sl 9;3 Jua> Blo - ozl dadw
The Poppy Series - What Happened To My Brother Ramez?, Dar Al-Salwa, Jordan
@ Shortlisted for Etisalat Award’s best production and best text - 2017

2017
O3 saladl s - smlo> 8wl - ozl Al
The Poppy Series - Mrs. Jawaher - Dar Al-Salwa, Jordan

2017

033l saladlHls - u=dld) o) - Gu> a2y oo Gaaddl Gxdaion
The Sun Will Always Shine - Novel for Young Adults - Dar Al-Salwa, Jordan
@ Shortlisted for Etisalat Award’s best book for Young Adults - 2017

2017

003 el Sl - agy JS 855>
A Prize Everyday - Dar Al-Yasmeen, Jordan

2017
003 el = 5058l daind dbg, 45

Ice Cream, Cream, Milk, Strawberry - Dar Al-Yasmeen, Jordan ol



2016

Ol LeopalST - gl s

Hungry Charbar - Academia, Lebanon

Q Shortlisted for Etisalat Award’s best book, best illustration, best text and best production - 2016

2016

Ol (uSer gy &iwyed - o5 Dl
Tooti The Whale - Turning Point Books, Lebanon

2016

Q);}H Ol s - Gowas Gas
Noss Nseis - Dar Al-Yasmeen, Jordan

2016
Ol (paSer Ciiygy ®inirod - chasdl idrdll 4950 - LSSl Los
World Of Tales - The Red Maple Leaf - Turning Point Books, Lebanon

2016
hd el Gl 3She - dlse

P Palm Tree - Children’s Literature Center, Qatar

2016

wzall oSl o N sy elde

Alya" And The Three Cats - Yonbo' Al-Kitab, Morocco
@ Shortlisted for Etisalat Award’s for best book - 2016

2016

old (@lasdlls - slanll § Hosuall
Hawks At The Airport - Dar Al-Hadaek, Lebanon

2016

Q.\):}H ‘QJ.ML;_” )|_> - Coug>
Cowaaaard - Dar Al-Yasmeen, Jordan

2015

olid LeanslST - Ceasl oo (5ol Ul

| Am Stronger Than Anger - Academia, Lebanon

@ 2nd place, best design for children’s books, Beirut International Book Fair - 2016

2015

0231 0e5 - bl Lole ase
Mom And Dad’s wedding - Noun, Jordan

2014
ol LeapstsT - 1l Lo sl 3
| Don’'t Understand What | Read - Academia, Lebanon



2014

033 el ls - 15> Sa.n b
A Very Naughty Cat - Dar Al-Yasmeen, Jordan
Q Winner of Etisalat Award’s best book - 2014

2013
uLuJ OLO Li”)ﬂ” Cadw

I'm Sick OFf Fighting - Samir Editeur, Lebanon (Adapted from French)

2013

old el sls - plos L3 1g U
My Brother And | Are Twins - Dar Al-Nadim, Lebanon

2013
Ulol - .5, 8,3
Football, Football... - Asala, Lebanon

2012
Suffit La Bagarre ! - Samir Editeur, Lebanon

2012
Lo Disporition - Samir Editeur, Lebanon

2012

ol opaw - lolo-ngw
Super-Maman - Samir Editeur, Lebanon (Adapted from French)

2012
ol dlol - Ggizeg Goixe Ol
The Two Tailors Marzouk And Maatouk - Asala, Lebanon

2011

olid ol - c8Ulg elsuall Lls

The Book Of Laughter And Crying - Asala, Lebanon
@ Anna Lindh Foundation Award - 2011

2011

Olid (o Loy - Lo Cudse ledic
When My Friend Got Sick - Yuki Press, Lebanon
@ Shortlisted for Etisalat Award’s best book - 2011

2011

ol dlol - o> 51>

Our Neighbor Joujou - Asala, Lebanon
@ Arabi 21 honor list - 2013
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2011
Super-Maman - Samir Editeur, Lebanon

2010
Bet You Didn’t Know This About Beirut! - Turning Point Books, Lebanon

2009

olid dlol - ol $r2dig 935 dax]]

Aunt Zayyoun And The Qlive Tree - Asala, Lebanon

@ Featured in “101 books exhibition” by Anna Lindh Foundation - 2011

Q Longlisted for Etisalat Award’s best book - 2010



On the ground

Sinan has never been far from his audience. He
never seizes any opportunity of field work. He
has been in many places in different contexts
and circumstances. From Lebanon, Egypt,
Jordan, to the UAE, Sweden and the KSA.
Sinan has done numerous projects with kids,
helping them explore their natural talents and
promoting children’s literature and the love of
illustration and visual expression.
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Articles and reviews

As an active player in his community, Sinan
has made several appearances on local TV
channels. Apart from that, some of his books
and activities were highlighted or featured
in local newspapers or online blogs and
magazines.
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amenant d « jouer avec
sa_grammaire complexe
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ﬁlhen Ses publications
ustrent cette c.
Ells 3¢ Gilucen 20
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que et de jeux éduca-
en uumplémmt des
livres: des flash-cards,
teur despoir, A loceasion du  des casse-tée ct des albums &
Salon international du livee colorier... Dans son catalogue
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Yuk;}:ma. ainsi quune autre « Afaal la
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nm!d:rgumée;elmh 2L auzll: et civique de I'm&nr
et 14 décembre t ouvrage
dans la salle des conférences pwtscn g :l'6

du BIEL, en collaboration
avec l'association Iqgra’ pour la
motion de la lemm chez
jeunes au Liban,
uki Press animera égale-
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5: |nmchvep¢mr1=a
‘écoles élémentaires, Se ré-
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(htipsidfoneyizstand.files.word presscom /2001 12/ booklaunch-2360ipg)

Hestrator Sirurn Haollak (lef?) weitly the author Sanmr Mabfouz Barrap (right] at yestendong's book signing

We had the chance to catch the book-signing of this interesting storvbook at the Beirut Arab
International Book Fair at Biel last night where both the author and illustrator were present, signing
books left and right. Prier to last night, we'd only heard of one other Arabic children’s book touching on
this topic (olick fene fo reod abonul it (itipesdfonesgatinnd, werdpress oo ROT A28 il renfipoki, sl 541
Eads a1} 50 it was mice to see others taking on the challenge of addressing these important issues in a
child-friendly manner. As an added incentive to grab a copy of this book, percentage of all book sales
will be donated to the Children’s Cancer Center who's work in this field is invaluable.

I the mext few days, Yuki Press Publishers in coordination with Igra’ Association will be holding
workshops targeting elementary school students with activities structured around * o ces e Lae™,
The workshops will be taking place on Dec, 12, 13 and 14 from 10am - 12pm each day at the Lecture Hall
of the Beirut Arab International Bock Fair in BIEL.

(hitps:/ /onewigstand files word press. com / 2011/ 12/ booklaunch-2362,jpg)

“What do say to a child suffering from cancer? How do you explain the illness to her friends? Where
do you find the strength to tackle such a difficult subject? are o few of the questions the newly
redeased children's book by Yuki Press Publistwers (hitps /S vukipresscom b entitled * piis code g™
{Translahion: “Wien My Friend Got Sick”) goes over, Sensitively-written in optimistic Arabic thymes by
children’s book author Samar Mahfouz Barraj with dynamic illustrations by Sinan Hallak

(http ) fsinpnhallaboom b this book defuses the fear of cancer in the eves of its voung reader and
highlights the ways in which to deal with it.
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Vient de paraitre « Bet You Didn't Know This
About Beirut »* (éd. Turning Point) est un
‘recueil de courts textes illustrés, informatifs et
‘anecdotiques sur le Liban. Un livre comparable
une table de mezzés avec ses historiettes variées,

divertissantes et aux saveurs purement libanaises.
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SINAN HALLAK : le pouvoir du dessin

Sinan Halak, liustrateur et graphiste banals indépendant, est né a Beyrouth en 1980,
I ville o i rentre towours aprés ses aventures sporadiques & Nétranger. En gardamt un
el sur kg scéne artistique, Sinan est & la recherche sans fin de nouvelles achivités,

Rompre avee une enfance trop classique

Liban. Années B0-90. L'enfant de cette époque
déchirée par une guerre chvile sanglante, n'avait
que la littérature comme refuge. comme carapace
at moyen pour sentir qu'll méne une enfance
comme toute autre, Toutefois, cornment 5" échapper
vers Nailleurs et le réve en tant que jeunse avec les
illustrations qui se dilfusaient dans les livees de 1a
fin dhe ce 207 siécle ? En quol les dessins de Martine
ou du Clan des sept pouvalent-is stimuler
limaginaire d'un enfant ? Ennuyeuses, lassantes,
rebutantes, ces illustrations les confinaient dans un
mode de lecture comentionnelle, sans folie, sans
criéativitd, sans inventivitd,

1980 Nassance & Beyrouth
Aujourd’hui, de nombreux illustrateurs libanais, ainsi
que du Moyen-Orient, ont véeu leur enfance dans ces
années-dd, avec ces livres el ces illustrations, Clest

2006: Master & I'Académia
Libaraise des Beaux Arls

pour cela qu'ils ont décidé de tout refaire. Tout casser. 2011: Gagnant du prix Anna

Tout Effacer. Tout Recommencer. Etre le Baudelaire Lineh Foundation

moderne du 21¢ siécle, mettre une moustache sur La P R T

Joconde & la maniére de Duchamp. Qu encore Jpsll Fes y Jp) 4aall, « 3 tante

Zayyoun et I'olivier » dont le texte de Fatima
Sharaf Al Din a intrigué Sinan, pourquai ?
Parce quiil n'y a pas un enchainement
d'actions, pas d' - histoire» au sens

Calme, discret. posé et passionné, Sinan Hallak, dipldmé de I'Académie Libanaise des
Basaux-Arts, e5t Nun de ces illustrateurs Bbanais qui, & travers sa plume, voudraient romgre

avec ces iraditions classiques avec lesquelles il a viseu, qui voudraient donner I'envie & un conventionnel,  mais  uniguement  un
enfant de se ponger dans un livie en arabe et de se former Nesprit grdce & sa langue parallélisme, assez implicite, antre une vielle
matemnelle, donner l'envie & un enfant d'étre e démivrge de son propre cosmos qu'il dame (Zayyoun) et un olivier, Ainsl, comment
fagonnera a sa guise. venir au service d'un texte sans scénario ?

Comment le faire parler? Comment

] intéresser leur audience ? Comment illustrer
¢ ces Mots 8 travers une image 7

Cowverture du Bvre : La tante rayyoun of 'olivier

C'est ce pouveir du dessin et des mots, ainsi que |a force de pantager sa connaissance qui
font de Sinan un etre et un illustrateur exceptionnel, pieds & terre mais surtout humble :
= je ne suis pas un ariste » dit-l, mais c'est en disant ces mots qu'il prouve une modestie
et une sensibilitd énorme, c'est en disant ces mots qu'une Ame d'antiste se révide.
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Sinan Hallak glla yli

llustrator of Children's Books Jlahi s roluw

I'm Sinan Hallak, a children's
books lllustrator and professor
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