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Sinan Hallak in few words

Sinan Hallak is a Lebanese children’s books’ 
illustrator, a graphic designer, mostly active 
in the book industry. Apart from that, he’s 
a university instructor teaching digital 
expression and layout design.

Although a “globetrotter”, Sinan has always 
been living in Beirut, his home city. Born 
in 1980, he witnessed the city’s numerous 
ups and downs of the past four decades. He 
assumes that Beirut has a great impact on his 
character and his career.

Sinan also witnessed and contributed in the 
latest boom that occurred on the modern 
scene of the Arab children’s literature.

Holder of a Master’s degree in Illustration from 
the “Académie Libanaise des Beaux-Arts” 
(ALBA), his drawings got published for the first 
time in 2009 and his work was granted several 
awards and honorable mentions.

Sinan collaborated with local, regional and 
multinational publishing houses; his latest 
book entitled “Perfectly different” was 
published by Penguin Random House, South 
Africa.

Besides his work as an illustrator, Sinan has 
designed many picture books, young adults’ 
and adults’ books.

Due to his interest in children’s art, he has been 
holding a series of workshops for kids, through 
which silent books and short animations were 
produced, all fully illustrated by 7 to 12-year-
old kids.

On the ground, Sinan has always been 
actively reaching out for children in different 
communities and coutries through art projects 
and workshops to promote visual expression 
and narrative art.
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Ten most significant books

It’s not easy for Sinan to choose ten books 
that he would call “his most significant”. For 
him, every book he has done has contributed 
in his career path and was part of his ongoing  
journey of exploration and exchange.



I Don’t Understand What I Read
Written by Eva Kozma
Academia, Lebanon, 2014

A story about a little boy who picks a book 
that isn’t suitable for his age and his struggle 
to understand the words. He simply faces the 
fact that he cannot read any book he comes 
across.

When My Friend Got Sick
Written by Samar Mahfouz Barraj
Yuki Press, Lebanon, 2011

Back in 2011, this book was a taboo breaker! 
the story of a little girl who bravely faces 
Leukaemia and takes the reader through the 
whole healing journey.

 
Arabi 21 award.

 
Best design for children’s books, Beirut 

    International Book Fair.

 
Shortlisted for Etisalat Award’s best book.
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A, B... Z
Written by Samar Mahfouz Barraj
Dar Al-Saqi, Lebanon, 2017

A rhyming ABC book, relating every letter to 
an animal doing funny stuff. Raccoon blowing 
a balloon, crocodile selling apples,...

 
2nd place, best design for children’s books, 

    Beirut International Book Fair.

Super-Maman
Written by Gwendoline Raisson
Samir Éditeur, Lebanon, 2011

A mom with exceptional powers shrinks every 
morning and goes inside her son’s pocket 
aiming to protect him and help him through 
his school days... This will simply put the boy 
into more trouble.

The Book Of Laughter And Crying
Written by Fatima Sharafeddine
Asala, Lebanon, 2011

A story about the simple emotions every child 
encounters and their manifestation within the 
family and friends’ environment.

 
Anna Lindh Foundation Award.



My Brother and I Are Twins
Written by Rania Zbib Daher
Dar Al-Nadim, Lebanon, 2013

How’s it like to have an identical twin brother?  
a description from the perspective of a child, 
showing all similarities and celebrating the 
differences.

The Two Tailors Marzouk and Maatouk
Written by Nassim Alwan
Asala, Lebanon, 2011

An adaptation of the famous french classical 
“Les Deux Bossus”. Two hunchbacked tailors 
seizing a unique opportunity, each in his own 
way and based on his own perception.
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Aunt Zayyoun And the Olive Tree
Written by Fatima Sharafeddine
Asala, Lebanon, 2009

A comparison between an old lady and an olive 
tree in her garden. Both have been here for a 
long time and share a lot in common. 

 
Featured in “101 books exhibition” by Anna 

    Lindh Foundation.

 Longlisted for Etisalat Award’s best book.

Mom And Dad’s wedding
Written by Nahed Al-Shawwa
Noun, Jordan, 2015

A little girl goes through a journey to her mom 
and dad’s wedding days. Friends and family, 
photographer and tailor... all helping out in 
making the beautiful memory.

Our Neighbor Joujou
Written by Fatima Sharafeddine
Asala, Lebanon, 2011

Joujou is not like any other neighbor, she 
knows very well how to make everyone around 
her happy. This book is about human bonds, 
a depiction of the neighborhood’s life in our 
local culture.

 
Arabi 21 honor list.
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Five books submitted to the jury

The five chosen books submitted to the 
jury of the Hans Christian Andersen Award 
2022, among others, show Sinan’s endeavor 
to explore different styles and illustrative 
approaches while staying  loyal to the subject. 
Sinan considers himself in constant search for 
new graphical styles, he treats every project 
as a journey, an opportunity to explore and 
experiment.



Perfectly Different
Written by Sarah Tavola
Penguin Random House, South Africa, 2019

A rhyming story celebrating human diversity 
and explaining to children that it takes a bit of 
everything to make a beautiful world.

Hungry Charbar...
Written by Samar Mahfouz Barraj
Academia, Lebanon, 2016

A hungry creature eating up everything, 
until the day, people decide to defend their 
resources and get rid of the greedy monster. 

 
Shortlisted for Etisalat Award’s best book, 

    best illustration, best text and best  production.

Stronger Than Anger
Written by Eva Kozma
Academia, Lebanon, 2015

A story about anger management and the 
journey of a little boy learning how to deal 
with the anger that runs in his family.

 
2nd place, best design for children’s books, 

    Beirut International Book Fair.
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My Book Got Bored
Written by Fatima Sharafeddine
Kalimat, UAE, 2012

A book on the shelf got bored after being left 
out for a long time. One day the book falls 
and all letters come out in an attempt to have 
some fun... but it ends up being a big mess!

 
Best book (3 to 5-year-old children) at the 

    Sharjah Children’s Reading Festival.

The Lilac Girl
Written by Ibtissam Barakat
Tamer Institute, Palestine, 2019

A story about Palestenian painter Tamam Al-
Ak’hal and a journey through her childhood, 
her lost house and far city. 

 
Sheikh Zayed Award.
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Illustration works

According to Sinan, Illustration goes beyond 
skills and techniques, it’s the ability to express 
ideas and build a universe. One can decide to 
use a simple style or take a long process and 
a meticulous technique. But in any case clarity 
should never be compromised. 



The Lilac Girl
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Perfectly Different
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Aunt Zayyoun And The Olive Tree
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I am Stronger Than Anger



Hungry Charbar
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The Two Tailors Marzouk And Maatouk
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My Book Got Bored
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Super-Maman
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Mom And Dad’s Wedding



Our Neighbor Joujou
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I Don’t Understand What I Read



A, B... Z
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My Brother And I Are Twins
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When My Friend Got Sick



The Book Of Laughter And Crying
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Unpublished



Unpublished
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Complete list of projects > Illustration

This is a complete list of all illustration projects 
Sinan has done throughout his career path 
since 2009.



2019
Perfectly Different - Penguin Random House, South Africa

2019
الفتاة الليلكية - مؤسسة تامر للتعليم المجتمعي، فلسطين
The Lilac Girl - Tamer Institute, Palestine

 
Sheikh Zayed Award - 2020

2018
هل أنا؟  - مركز أدب الطفل، قطر
Am I? - Children’s Literature Center, Qatar

2018
نلعب مع اللغّة - دار الساقي، لبنان
Playing With Language - Dar Al-Saqi, Lebanon

2017
ألف، باء... ياء - دار الساقي، لبنان
A, B... Z - Dar Al-Saqi, Lebanon                      

2016
ن نخلة - مركز أدب الطفل، قطر
P Palm Tree - Children’s Literature Center, Qatar

2016
الصقور في المطار - ‬دار الحدائق، لبنان
Hawks At The Airport - Dar Al-Hadaek, Lebanon

2016

كاديميا، لبنان شربر‬‭ جائع...‬‭ - أ
Hungry Charbar... - Academia, Lebanon

 
Shortlisted for Etisalat Award’s best book, best illustration, best text and best production - 2016

2015
عرس ماما وبابا - نون، الأردن
Mom And Dad’s wedding - Noun, Jordan

2015
كاديميا، لبنان أنا أقوى من الغضب - أ
I Am Stronger Than Anger - Academia, Lebanon

 
2nd place, best design for children’s books, Beirut International Book Fair - 2016

2014
كاديميا، لبنان لا أفهم ما أقرأ - أ
I Don’t Understand What I’m Reading - Academia, Lebanon
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2014
المهمّة الكبيرة - تطبيق حكايات
The Big Mission - Hikayat app 

2013
أنا وأخي توأم - دار الندّيم، لبنان
My Brother And I Are Twins - Dar Al-Nadim, Lebanon

2013
ما أجمل الملابس - حروف، الإمارات العربية المتحدة
Beautiful Outfits - Horoof, United Arab Emirates

2013
في البر والبحر والسماء - حروف، الإمارات العربية المتحدة
In The Land, The Sea And The Sky - Horoof, United Arab Emirates

2013
كرة، كرة... - أصالة، لبنان
Football, Football... - Asala, Lebanon

2013
إشارة المرور - حروف، الإمارات العربية المتحدة
The Traffic Light - Horoof, United Arab Emirates

2012
Lo Disporition - Samir Éditeur, Lebanon
Translated into Arabic in 2018: الإختفوء - سمير، لبنان

2012
الخياّطان مرزوق ومعتوق - أصالة، لبنان
The Two Tailors Marzouk And Maatouk - Asala, Lebanon

2012
ملَّ كتابي - كلمات، الإمارات العربية المتحدة
My Book Got Bored - Kalimat, United Arab Emirates

 
Best book (3 to 5-year-old children) at the Sharjah Children’s Reading Festival - 2013

2011
Super-Maman - Samir Éditeur, Lebanon
Translated into Arabic in 2012:  سوبر-ماما - سمير، لبنان

2011
جارتنا جوجو - أصالة، لبنان
Our Neighbor Joujou - Asala, Lebanon

 
Arabi 21 honor list - 2013



2011
عندما مرضت صديقتي - يوكي برس، لبنان
When My Friend Got Sick - Yuki Press, Lebanon

 
Arabi 21 award - 2013

 
Best design for children’s books, Beirut International Book Fair - 2011

 
Shortlisted for Etisalat Award’s best book - 2011

2011
كتاب الضحك والبكاء - أصالة، لبنان
The Book Of Laughter And Crying - Asala, Lebanon

 
Anna Lindh Foundation Award - 2011

2010
Bet You Didn’t Know This About Beirut! - Turning Point Books, Lebanon

2009
العمّة زيوّن وشجرة الزيتون - أصالة، لبنان
Aunt Zayyoun And The Olive Tree - Asala, Lebanon

 
Featured in “101 books exhibition” by Anna Lindh Foundation - 2011

 Longlisted for Etisalat Award’s best book - 2010
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Complete list of projects > Design

This is a complete list of all books Sinan has 
designed. When assigned a pure design task, 
he makes sure that the illustrator gets every 
needed piece of information he/she needs to 
insure the viusal synergy between text and 
illustration. Apart from that, he takes care of 
the production details, making sure the book 
is carefully laid-out and coherent.



2020
شقائق النعمان - رواية لليافعين - دار الياسمين، الأردن
The Anemones - Dar Al-Yasmeen, Jordan

 
Winner of Etisalat Award’s best book for Young Adults - 2020

2019
الزفّت الأبيض - رواية لليافعين - دار الياسمين، الأردن
The White Asphalt - Dar Al-Yasmeen, Jordan

2019
The Boy Who Loved A Garden - Salpi Simitian

2019
دجاجة لا تبيض - دار الياسمين، الأردن
A Chicken That Doesn’t Lay Eggs

2019
عدنان وطبق رمضان - دار الياسمين، الأردن
Adnan And Ramadan’s Dish - Dar Al-Yasmeen, Jordan

 
Winner of Arab Children’s book Publishers Forum Award - 2020

2019
يد انٔ اذٔهب الٕى المسبح - دار الياسمين، الأردن كرمة كاراميلا - لا ارٔ
Karma Karamella Series - I Don’t Want To Go To The Swimming Pool
Dar Al-Yasmeen, Jordan

2019
كرمة كاراميلا - فتاة الليرات الذهبية - دار الياسمين، الأردن
Karma Karamella Series - The Golden Coins’ Girl - Dar Al-Yasmeen, Jordan

2018
كرمة كاراميلا - مشكلة كبيرة - دار الياسمين، الأردن
Karma Karamella Series - Big Trouble - Dar Al-Yasmeen, Jordan

2018
كرمة كاراميلا - من اخٔذ قلمي المشمشي - دار الياسمين، الأردن
Karma Karamella Series - Who Took My Orange Pen? - Dar Al-Yasmeen, Jordan

2018
دنيا الحكايا - أميرة في صندوق - تورنينغ بوينت بوكس، لبنان
World Of Tales - Queen In A Box - Turning Point Books, Lebanon

2018
هل أنا - مركز أدب الطفل، قطر
Am I? - Children’s Literature Center, Qatar
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2018
نلعب مع اللغّة - دار الساقي، لبنان
Playing With Language - Dar Al-Saqi, Lebanon

2018
أنا وهو - دار الياسمين، الأردن
Me And Him - Dar Al-Yasmeen, Jordan

 
Winner of Arab Children’s book Publishers Forum Award - 2020

2018
الإختفوء - سمير، لبنان
Lo Disporition - Samir Éditeur, Lebanon
Adapted from French

2017
ألف، باء... ياء - دار الساقي، لبنان
A, B... Z - Dar Al-Saqi, Lebanon

2017
دنيا الحكايا - قيثارة الملك - تورنينغ بوينت بوكس، لبنان
World Of Tales - The King’s Sitar - Turning Point Books, Lebanon

2017
برقوق - تورنينغ بوينت بوكس، لبنان
Barqooq - Turning Point Books, Lebanon

2017
سلسلة الدحنون - ماذا حصل لأخي رامز - دار السلوى، الأردن
The Poppy Series - What Happened To My Brother Ramez?, Dar Al-Salwa, Jordan

 
Shortlisted for Etisalat Award’s best production and best text - 2017

2017
سلسلة الدحنون - السيدة جواهر - دار السلوى، الأردن
The Poppy Series - Mrs. Jawaher - Dar Al-Salwa, Jordan

2017
ستشرق الشمس ولو بعد حين - رواية لليافعين - دار السلوى، الأردن
The Sun Will Always Shine - Novel for Young Adults - Dar Al-Salwa, Jordan

 
Shortlisted for Etisalat Award’s best book for Young Adults - 2017

2017
جائزة كل يوم - دار الياسمين، الأردن
A Prize Everyday - Dar Al-Yasmeen, Jordan

2017
بوظة قشطة حليب فريز - دار الياسمين، الأردن
Ice Cream, Cream, Milk, Strawberry - Dar Al-Yasmeen, Jordan



2016
كاديميا، لبنان شربر‬‭ جائع‬‭... - أ
Hungry Charbar - Academia, Lebanon

 
Shortlisted for Etisalat Award’s best book, best illustration, best text and best production - 2016

2016
الحوت توتي - تورنينغ بوينت بوكس، لبنان
Tooti The Whale - Turning Point Books, Lebanon

2016
نص نصيص - دار الياسمين، الأردن
Noss Nseis - Dar Al-Yasmeen, Jordan

2016
دنيا الحكايا - ورقة القيقب الحمراء - تورنينغ بوينت بوكس، لبنان
World Of Tales - The Red Maple Leaf - Turning Point Books, Lebanon

2016
ن نخلة - مركز أدب الطفل، قطر
P Palm Tree - Children’s Literature Center, Qatar

2016
علياء والقطط الثلاث - ينبع الكتاب، المغرب
Alya’ And The Three Cats - Yonbo’ Al-Kitab, Morocco

 
Shortlisted for Etisalat Award’s for best book - 2016

2016
الصقور في المطار - ‬دار الحدائق، لبنان
Hawks At The Airport - Dar Al-Hadaek, Lebanon

2016
خوييييف - دار الياسمين، الأردن
Cowaaaard - Dar Al-Yasmeen, Jordan

2015
كاديميا، لبنان أنا أقوى من الغضب - أ
I Am Stronger Than Anger - Academia, Lebanon

 
2nd place, best design for children’s books, Beirut International Book Fair - 2016

2015
عرس ماما وبابا - نون، الأردن
Mom And Dad’s wedding - Noun, Jordan

2014
كاديميا، لبنان لا أفهم ما أقرأ - أ
I Don’t Understand What I Read - Academia, Lebanon
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2014
قطّ شقيّ جدًا - دار الياسمين، الأردن
A Very Naughty Cat - Dar Al-Yasmeen, Jordan

 
Winner of Etisalat Award’s best book - 2014

2013
سئمت العراك - سمير، لبنان
I’m Sick Of Fighting - Samir Éditeur, Lebanon (Adapted from French)

2013
أنا وأخي توأم - دار الندّيم، لبنان
My Brother And I Are Twins - Dar Al-Nadim, Lebanon

2013
كرة، كرة... - أصالة
Football, Football... - Asala, Lebanon

2012
Suffit La Bagarre ! - Samir Éditeur, Lebanon

2012
Lo Disporition - Samir Éditeur, Lebanon

2012
سوبر-ماما - سمير، لبنان
Super-Maman - Samir Éditeur, Lebanon (Adapted from French)

2012
الخياّطان مرزوق ومعتوق - أصالة، لبنان
The Two Tailors Marzouk And Maatouk - Asala, Lebanon

2011
كتاب الضحك والبكاء - أصالة، لبنان
The Book Of Laughter And Crying - Asala, Lebanon

 
Anna Lindh Foundation Award - 2011

2011
عندما مرضت صديقتي - يوكي برس، لبنان
When My Friend Got Sick - Yuki Press, Lebanon

 
Shortlisted for Etisalat Award’s best book - 2011

2011
جارتنا جوجو - أصالة، لبنان
Our Neighbor Joujou - Asala, Lebanon

 
Arabi 21 honor list - 2013



2011
Super-Maman - Samir Éditeur, Lebanon

2010
Bet You Didn’t Know This About Beirut! - Turning Point Books, Lebanon

2009
العمّة زيوّن وشجرة الزيتون - أصالة، لبنان
Aunt Zayyoun And The Olive Tree - Asala, Lebanon

 
Featured in “101 books exhibition” by Anna Lindh Foundation - 2011

 
Longlisted for Etisalat Award’s best book - 2010
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On the ground

Sinan has never been far from his audience. He 
never seizes any opportunity of field work. He 
has been in many places in different contexts 
and circumstances. From Lebanon, Egypt, 
Jordan, to the UAE, Sweden and the KSA. 
Sinan has done numerous projects with kids, 
helping them explore their natural talents and 
promoting children’s literature and the love of 
illustration and visual expression.
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Articles and reviews

As an active player in his community, Sinan 
has made several appearances on local TV 
channels. Apart from that, some of his books 
and activities were highlighted or featured 
in local newspapers or online blogs and 
magazines.
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