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IWONA CHMIELEWSKA: bio

Iwona Chmielewska (born 1960) studied at the Faculty of Fine Arts of the Nicolaus Copernicus

University in Toruń, and graduated from the Printmaking Department in 1984. In the beginning of

her career (early 1990s) she was illustrating children’s classics and Polish poetry. In the beginning

of 21st century her books entered South Korean market, where the artist gained huge popularity.

Being well known in Asia, Chmielewska was hardly recognized in Poland. The situation changed

abruptly in the year 2011, together with Blumka’s Diary’s appearance on Polish market (originally

it was published in Germany). The book was loved both by readers and critics and its author with

her subtle, melancholic style started to enjoy wide recognition also in her own country.

Iwona Chmielewska has been awarded in Warsaw, Seoul and Mexico City. In 2007 she won Golden

Apple of Biennial of Illustration Bratislava, and Bologna Ragazzi Award twice in 2011 and 2013.

She has published over 40 books, cooperating with quite many publishing houses both in Poland

and abroad. 

She lives and works in Toruń.

from Lullaby for Grandmother



IWONA CHMIELEWSKA – STATEMENT / overview

Anita Wincencjusz-Patyna

Iwona Chmielewska is an exceptional artist of Polish origins whose artwork has been

recognised and highly admired both at home and abroad, especially in South Korea and

Germany, as well as in Portugal, Spain, Mexico, China, Taiwan and Japan. She has been

awarded in Warsaw, Seoul and Mexico City, in 2007 she won Golden Apple of Biennial of

Illustration Bratislava (Slovakia), and Bologna Ragazzi Award twice in 2011 and 2013. There

are more than 40 titles in her oeuvre. Her original way of perceiving a book as a unibody of

images and text, a perfect container for sequences of pictures and sets of verses, is truly

amazing, and bewilders the audience with every new title she has created or contributed to.

Iwona Chmielewska was born on 5 February 1960 in Pabianice, Poland. She studied at the

Faculty of Fine Arts of the Nicolaus Copernicus University in Toruń, and graduated from the

Printmaking Department in 1984. She lives and works in Toruń – the city of Copernicus which

became a protagonist of one of her books (Cztery strony czasu [Four Directions of Time],

Media Rodzina, Poznań 2013). 

She stepped onto the path of book illustration at the beginning of the 1990s when she was

dealing with more “classical” approach to book graphic design when preparing illustrations to

world known youth literature (two editions of A Little Princess and Secret Garden by F.E.H.

Burnett and Anne of Green Gables by L.M. Montgomery), and collections of verses by famous

Polish poets (M. Pawlikowska Jasnorzewska, Halina Poświatowska, J. Czechowicz, K.

Iłłakowiczówna and K.I. Gałczyński) – all the titles edited by a Polish publishing house, Algo

from Toruń. About 10 full-paged illustrations in each volume were a sort of visual

counterpoints to long texts of novels, or pictorial “comas”, or even “pauses”, in thick volumes

of rich poetry collections. Especially illustrations from the lyrical books introduced at that

time so well-recognised nowadays moods present in later works by Chmielewska, who in

delicate contours, subtle colours, in a somehow archaic manner, always in a very quiet, slow

and tender way, weaves her own stories, even if they are based on someone else’s texts. 

However, the illustrated by Chmielewska books published in Poland till the beginnings of the

21st century did not bring the author wide recognition. The turning point in her career as a



book artist was a meeting with Jiwone Lee, Korean art historian and literary agent, at the

Bologna Fairs in 2003. The collaboration between the two ladies led to Chmielewska’s

original books having been published on Korean market, what happened already one year

later with three titles: A Thought (Nonjang, Seoul), On Wandering while Falling Asleep

(Nonjang, Seoul) and A Blue Stick/A Blue Box (Sekyejul, Paju/Seoul). Only the second of them,

under the title O wędrowaniu przy zasypianiu (Hokus-Pokus, Warsaw 2006), has been edited

in Poland by now. Till today Korean publishing houses have released over 20 books by

Chmielewska, of which only one concept had had a sort of premiere in Poland (Dzień dobry,

Europo with a text by Agnieszka Niezgoda, Algo, Toruń 2004, Good Morning, Europe - text

and images by Chmielewska – Borim, Paju/Seoul 2010). 

The first international recognition Chmielewska gained thanks to Thinking ABC (Nonjang

2006) – a book for Korean children learning an English alphabet, which was based on an

earlier concept of “thinking” Korean ABC (Nonjang 2005). The book was awarded a Golden

Apple in Bratislava in 2007. As a result of this success, four years later Chmielewska was

appointed as a member of the international jury for the competition of the 23rd Biennial of

Illustration Bratislava 2011. The abc books were also followed by Thinking Numbers (Nonjang

2007), and to some extent, the general concept was repeated in abc.de (Warstwy, Wrocław

2015, whose German edition was nominated for the Deutscher Jugendliteraturpreis in 2016),

a book which is an interesting lexicon of German culture and the artist’s creative echo of Karl

Philipp Moritz’s ABC-Buch (1790), most certainly Neues ABC-Buch with Wolf Erlbruch’s

illustrations (Kunstmann, Munich 2000). The German artist is among those truly admired by

Polish illustrator. And just exactly as the blurb from this latter book says: “a book to learn

how to read, how to think and how to look at”. This a perfect description for books which are

created or co-created by Iwona Chmielewska. With the aim of these volumes she wants to

teach the possibly widest audience to read carefully to understand the world, to look

attentively to explain the world, and to think profoundly to realise everything what

surrounds us. She does it with the use of the simplest means in terms of technique and form,

style and contents. 

Chmielewska often uses pencils, crayons, she cuts out pieces from old notebooks and

journals, she embroiders with one colour thread. Her drawings are clear, sometimes slightly

naïve, always neat and studious. She tries to follow the reality, still she comes out with most



poetic atmosphere. The artist leaves a lot of empty space in her illustrations. Her favourite

colour seems to be blue, what decides a spiritual and melancholic character of many of the

books she has been engaged in. The artist uses subtle patterns, sometimes almost pale,

slightly visible and therefore she obviously directs our attention to a tiny detail which may

become a visual key to a whole story. Let it be a letter knife and a slit in a sheet of paper from

Czarownica [Witch] (text by K. Iłłakowiczówna, Wydawnictwo Miejskie Posnania, Poznań

2015), a red berry in a bird’s beak from the book Girl’s Kingdom (Changbi, Seoul 2011), or a

brown cotton thread from O tych, którzy się rozwijali [About Those Who Unwound] (Media

Rodzina, Poznań 2013). Chmielewska is somehow inspired by North European painting,

drawing and graphic art from the turn of the Middle Ages but also 19 th century printmaking

and Biedermeier aesthetics. She also happens to use some citations from well-known works

of art.

Iwona Chmielewska’s books are mainly about people and relations between them: Two

People – Sakyejul, Seoul/Paju 2008, Dwoje ludzi – Media Rodzina, Poznań 2014; A Girl’s

Kingdom – Changbi, Seoul 2011, Królestwo dziewczynki – Entliczek, Warszawa 2014; Eyes –

Changbi, Seoul 2012 awarded Bologna Ragazzi in 2013, Oczy – Warstwy, Wrocław 2014; A

House of the Mind: Maum, with a text by Heekyoung Kim, Changbi, Seoul 2011 (which won

the author’s first Bologna Ragazzi Award in the same year), Maum. Dom duszy – Warstwy,

Wrocław 2016, among many others. The emotions, feelings, experiences are so ordinary and

so unique, just like our existence is always one of a kind as it is ours. Therefore they are both

universal and individual as we are the ones to interpret these simple though eternal stories

introduced to us by Chmielewska in her books. With these tales she orders up the world

around. Like letters which are arranged in an alphabet, our lives are arranged within the web

of cardinal directions, time charts, interpersonal relations, cultural orders, names, cases and

exceptions. Sometimes it is enough to stop and think over the situations which happen to us.

Chmielewska’s books offer such an interval in our every-day lives. She also tries to focus our

attention on extraordinary lives of people both well-known and anonymous. Highly

appealing was her tale of an orphanage in Krochmalna Street in Warsaw run by Janusz

Korczak included in Pamiętnik Blumki [Blumka’s Diary] (Media Rodzina, Poznań 2011).

German version of this book was nominated to the Deutscher Jugendliteraturpreis 2012.

Biographical elements were also included by Chmielewska in a book entitled Na wysokiej



górze [On a High Mountain] (Wydawnictwo Miejskie Posnania, Poznań 2013) which is a

lyrical portrait of Krystyna Miłobędzka and a visual equivalent of a poem by her. A similar

concept was used in the case of Czarownica [Witch] (Wydawnictwo Miejskie Posnania,

Poznań 2015) with a poem by Kazimiera Iłłakowiczówna. Yet another moving collective

portrait, this time of Jews from Lublin, was created by Iwona Chmielewska on the base of

Adam Zylberberg’s glass negatives in her book with poems by Józef Czechowicz Dopóki niebo

nie płacze [Until the Sky Cries Down] (Ośrodek “Brama Grodzka – Teatr NN”, Lublin 2016) 

The artist loves dichotomic structure. As the main scheme it appears in the majority of her

book concepts, occasionally starting already at the level of a title: Two People, Eyes, Obie

[Both] and Halfway Full or Halfway Empty?; this “two” happens to be multiplied, e.g. Cztery

zwykłe miski [Four Ordinary Bowls], or Four Directions of Time. In other books we can see

alternating arrangement which resembles a structure of a dialogue: a question and an

answer – pages with holes for the eyes and various images behind them in Eyes, a repeating

double shape sticking out of a kid’s pocket and the actual object hidden there, in a book

entitled W kieszonce [In My Little Pocket]. The books are also often based on opposites. The

contrasts show the whole spectrum of sensations, moods, possibilities, situations we may

experience throughout our lives (compare: Where Is My Daughter?, Changbi, Seoul 2011). If

we look carefully we will always find recto and verso, a left and a right side, light and shadow,

plus and minus. Chmielewska bears in mind a pattern which results from the very organism

of a book which quite naturally decides this dual construction. Even though she is not

responsible for graphic design of her books, there is no doubt that her pictorial concepts

clearly suggest the co-operating artists the final appearance of the covers, endpapers and

flyleaves, typography, etc.            

Iwona Chmielwska’s sensitivity encourages us to find sense in every simple object as it can

become an intriguing beginning of a story, or it might tell us about something very important

in very plain words. She begins her book Four Ordinary Bowls with a sentence: “Anything can

come up as an idea for a book”, and she proves it. Her imagination and a deep sense of form

allow to build up intimate worlds but they also invite to creative adventure. As in the case of

a book Trouble (Nonjang, Seoul 2010; Kłopot, Wytwórnia, Warsaw 2012) where a main

character is an iron stain burnt on a white table cloth. The success of the book concept



resulted in a continuation prepared by the publishing house as an activity book Moc

kłopotów [Loads of Troubles], Wytwórnia, Warsaw 2016.

The artist claims that she creates books for everyone. They can be perceived on different

levels. The younger a reader is, the more mediation they may need, and this builds an

essential role for parents, guardians or tutors. Whereas children can also teach adults a lot

thanks to their unlimited imagination and primal sensitivity, what is an and additional value

of Iwona Chmielewska’s artistic work that simply cannot be overestimated.        

Anita Wincencjusz-Patyna 

from Kłopot



http://znak-zorro-zo.blogspot.com/2011/03/iwona-chmielewska-wywiad.html

ZORROBLOG

28 march 2011

An Interview with Iwona Chmielewska by Monika Obuchow.

“And the Oscar goes to... Iwona Chmielewska!”

This is not a big exaggeration. This award, given during the Bologna Children's

Book Fair, has the same importance to the illustrators as the famous golden statue

of a man does for the filmmakers. This year, the Bologna Ragazzi Award, in the

category of non-fiction, was given to Iwona Chmielewska from Toruń for her

House of the Mind: Maum.

· You open your eyes and see…

I see my dog, Puma, who’s lying next to my bed. As a well-mannered person who

observes the quiet hours, she expresses her excitement only after she sees that I’m

fully awake. I also see a wardrobe crammed with my husband’s clothes. One of his

shirts is usually jammed between the wardrobe doors, which became an inspiration

for A House of the Mind: Maum.

· How important are the things that one sees and surrounds him/herself with, and

places where he/she lives?

I’m not sure. It’s not very important to me. I grew up in Pabianice, which is a smoggy

working class town. From my window, I had a view of a dozen or so factory 

chimneys. I still remember the sweet smell of cotton. Every place can be inspiring. I 

don’t think that the nomads living in the desert or people from the North have duller

inner lives because they are surrounded by homogenous landscapes.

You can also live in a house designed by a brilliant architect, but not truly see it. 

Perhaps because you’ve got other priorities. You look at the world with your inner 

eye, which looks at things differently, depending on the individual. There are two 

relations to be considered in the act of seeing: comparison, a reference point in space, 

and individual interpretation.

· Is Toruń important to you?

http://znak-zorro-zo.blogspot.com/2011/03/iwona-chmielewska-wywiad.html


It’s important as a place which allows me to work in peace, since it gives me 

anonymity. Toruń has the right scale that suits me. I created a book about Toruń, The 

Four Directions of Time (published by Sakyejul), which is a proof that I love this city 

and am moved by its history, I guess. Toruń is important to me, but I don’t feel that 

I’m important to Toruń.

· What influenced your life choices?

I could say it was a so-called controlled accident. I see myself as a person who’s 

rather brave in following my dreams, and I value independence, which I have always

pursued. I arranged my life accordingly. Every independent artist dreams about 

his/her own art book. I’d also like to immodestly add that I’ve always worked very 

hard to make my dreams come true.

· Who inspired you? Who is your favorite artist?

I’d have to give you a long list—I constantly keep adding to it. I like simple, humble 

people who worked hard to achieve great success in whatever their field is. In art, 

I’m inspired by the Dutch and Italian masters and architects, whose works are not 

about expressing their egos but exposing the idea. 

· Can you say something more about your career development? What happened

between I like Cats and Maum?

When it comes to making books, I’m self-taught. I majored in graphic techniques and

my professors scorned any traces of narration in an image. I created my first books

very intuitively, making my way bit by bit, so I was allowed to make mistakes. I

started when my children were very little, and at that time I didn’t know what

picture books were. I had a great opportunity to work with Algo Publishing in Toruń,

whose owners gave me a free hand to illustrate poetry but also children’s books. I

could experiment. This was when I illustrated A Little Princess in two versions, Anne

of Green Gables, The Secret Garden, and Irish Fairy Tales. These were the times (early

1990s) when some guy in a print shop drew over the black and white illustrations in

my first book with a pen because he thought they were not defined enough.

At that time, I already had an intuitive need to give my illustration narrative that

would be independent from the text. When I was illustrating poetry, I didn’t try to



reflect the poem’s content literally, but rather tap into its mood and create something 

that would be my own, images that would run along the poem. Usually, these 

illustrations, that would take a whole page, were put next to a poem at random—for 

technical reasons. After the book was published, I remember analyzing the poems 

accompanying particular illustrations; it gave me a lot to think about. It turned out 

that with Józef Czechowicz’s poems, for example, the accompanying illustration 

matched the text perfectly. It was like magic, but I realized that if I create images that 

are underdefined and open to different interpretations, they can be more 

independent, so everyone can find what they are looking for in them.

When a person has a life goal and a great desire to achieve it—there’s nothing that 

can stop him/her. Even failures or poverty. I just had to, and I hope I will always 

have to, make books. First, they were only for myself. Fortunately, this determination

resulted in participating in the exhibition of Polish illustrators in Bologna. There I 

received two awards, and it was my first time going to the Bologna Children's Book 

Fair. There, I showed two book mockups. Such were the times (2003) that Polish 

illustrators had no published books to present… The most serendipitous event in my 

life was meeting Jiwone Lee, who should be awarded the Order of the White Eagle 

for her relentless popularization of Polish books in South Korea. Then I began my 

amazing adventure and the best period of my life. I received commissions for my art 

books and for illustrations for Korean books. Up until now, thirteen such books were 

published. Recently, I’ve submitted three new books to Nonjang Publishing. I’ll see 

their mockups in Bologne. Another book has just been published by Changbi 

Publishing.

Jiwone claims that it’s a precedent in South Korea for publishers to accept completed 

projects, especially if they were created by foreign artists. Putting a book together for 

publishing in Korea is a long and painstaking process, since the text and illustrations 

are carefully analyzed and edited. Luckily, I rarely have to make any alterations, and 

when I do, I’m very grateful for the suggestions, as it’s for the benefit of the book. 

Thanks to the diligence of the experienced and competent editors the book then 

becomes even better. I also have the best agent in the world, who protects my rights 

and doesn’t allow any negligence. Sometimes, however, we have to practice Buddhist

patience.



· Have your Korean collaborations changed your perception of art?

I’ll talk about art that is closest to my heart—art for children, which actually is art for 

everyone. Art for adults, when presented to a child in a proper way, becomes art for 

children. In Poland, this topic is held in disregard, or absent from social discourse or 

media. Korean picture books for children are diverse and multi-threaded—this is 

their strength. I attend Bologne book fair every year and I noticed that South Korea is

becoming an internationally acclaimed leader in the field of picturebooks. Their art 

and design is of highest quality, and after all, a book is the first artwork in one’s life. I

learned that you can make a children’s picturebook about any socially relevant topic. 

Art is a powerful tool that stimulates sensibility and creativity, but it also shapes our 

social education, compassion, and tolerance, which is the foundation for democracy. 

This can be achieved thanks to artists, who, with the help of their intuition, without 

scientific theories, can move and educate their audience. I learned that children’s 

book can be a masterpiece, a socially relevant masterpiece. Since I became 

familiarized with such books, I’ve been collecting them around the world and 

sharing them with students, for example. I also became more skeptical about the 

social impact of contemporary art, which is exhibited in galleries and seen by few. 

Picturebooks can have the same effect, but a wider range of impact, since are 

distributed in thousands of copies, catering art to children and adults.

· Which book is the most important for you, and is it your favorite?

I don’t think I can pick the most important one. Recently, the charts have been 

pointing to Trouble and the books that followed it in the series about different shapes. 

I’m looking at how it affects the readers, especially adults, even though it’s just a 

simple book for children. I’ve heard the adults’ opinions, and most of them said that 

every time they read this book, they are touched, even though they know how it 

ends. South Korean blogs show children working with this book; Nonjang Publishing

attached a high-quality paper notebook to every copy of this book, so children can 

draw their own versions of the story. I’m in awe with the Koreans’ attitude towards 

children and I’m proud that I can work with them.



· Maum is a story very important for the author, Hee Kyoung Kim. What does Maum

mean to you? What is your Maum?

I’m very grateful to Changbi Publishing for accepting my vision of the book, 

including putting the mirror on the last page, along with the romanized word 

“Maum.” This text was very challenging to me, and I was afraid that I wouldn’t be 

able to rise up to the occasion. I created a separate visual narrative that was coherent 

with the idea of animating the images while turning the pages. Maum means a soul—

it’s invisible but it’s also the most important thing in our lives. Yet, I still don’t know 

what my Maum is.

· How did you feel about the jury’s explication in the Bologne contest? Did they

understand your message?

Receiving this award is an unbelievable experience to me. When I first went to 

Bologne book fair, I was looking at the winning books with reverence. It was like that

every time I went there. I couldn’t even afford these amazing works of art. I can’t 

even tell you how I feel about this verdict because I still can’t believe it…And the 

jury’s words simply touched me. I like that they used Bachelard’s quote about a clear 

vision, profound analysis, and hard work. Everyone, including the jury, gets to know 

my message in this book in their own way.

· What do you need to create?

Actually, I don’t need anything. I don’t have any requirements that must be met. In 

my case, 80% of the book is created in my mind, and this is the most difficult and 

important part of the creative process. And a head works always, regardless of the 

conditions. I take a lot of time to prepare for my books, but their execution is very 

quick. At this stage, I need a desk, naturally. In the meantime, I can cook dinners for 

my numerous family, or do all the “regular,” ordinary things. I’m not the best 

example to be used to demonstrate how the famous surge of inspiration is bestowed 

by the muse. The muse attacks me when I least expect it.



· Are you the collector of “scraps of reality,” like other illustrators?

Yes, indeed. I do collect strange scraps, sometimes I even take something from a 

trashcan, embarrassing my children. I never know which scrap of reality will inspire 

me. For example, I can read the same illustrated magazine about interior design over 

and over again. Depending on the book I’m working on at that moment, I always 

notice something new in old photographs, which I didn’t see before because my 

perception was not programmed to look for these things. I remember that I felt 

inspired to solve one riddle by the cracks in the pavement. Yet, another book was 

inspired by an empty table. I also analyze human behavior and note them down in 

my mental diary.

· What is your soft spot in creating art?

My soft spot is exploiting the same motif many times in the same book. It’s some 

kind of an obsession. Whether it’s a shape or a word, or characterization—I always 

create a framework for myself and try to stick with it. Instead of looking for freedom 

in art, I restrict myself. Restrictions inspire me the most. They allow me to explore the

theme thoroughly, within the framework, which opens another dimension without 

limits.

· What are the things Iwona Chmielewska can’t work without?

I always have my tools with me, which are my head and two hands. The rest 

changes, depending on needs. The last book, for example, was sewn from little pieces

of cloth—I didn’t draw a single line in it.

· Do you know “what children need,” since it seems that everyone in Poland does?

If somebody knows exactly what other people need, it’s a very dangerous sign, and 

we know cases like that from our history. I have four children, and each one needs 

something different. This shows that it’s impossible to answer this question on a 

global scale. Every child reader is an individual with individual needs, and it would 

be ideal if bookshops and libraries were able to offer a variety of choices, so the child 

could get what he/she needs or likes. It might turn out that, in a month or two years, 



they will like a different aesthetic that one child wanted a year before, and another 

child doesn’t want at all. How do you estimate it? I believe that it’s good to confront 

art and books that you don’t like. It’s important to know that it exists, even though 

you prefer different styles. A child can have different books: high-brow, low-brow, 

analytical, “sensory,” easy and difficult. But the most important thing is for the child 

not to get used to one style only.

· Do you refer to your own or your children’s childhood for inspiration? What was

your childhood like? Did your parents support your creativity and offer you books

and pictures?

My childhood was happy; I was an only child for sixteen years and my parents gave 

me a lot of love. Then my brother was born. I learned how to read quite early and I 

grew up with fantastic, wise books from the ‘60s and ‘70s. I remember this special 

kind of tension I felt when looking at more challenging artistic illustrations, but I was

never afraid of books and was aware of the conventionality of fairy-tales containing 

violence. I liked to spend time with my father, who was in his twenties at the time. 

He would spend hours showing me different maps and atlases. We’d also make up 

contests and riddles. I would regularly get my Miś monthly, a later Świerszczyk, 

which, despite their weak spots, tackled social problems and taught children 

patriotism through great literary texts and illustrations, which was rather uncommon

in those days. Perhaps what I’m saying wouldn’t be generally agreed on, but I found 

values that shaped identity in the books from that period. I was a leftist and a slightly

elevated child, a dreamer, a loner, and sensitive to social inequality. I was made of 

contradictions, but along with my dreams I was also taking great care of my Math 

notebook. I still love solving arithmetic equations. In high school, I was in a class 

with focus on math, and I still refer to that use of logical thinking- maybe a bit too 

much.

· Do you have a favorite childhood book?

I like non-fiction books, informative books, and books that have great illustrations. In

the ‘60s these types of books had a very high quality. I was very happy that I received

my Bologna Ragazzi award in this category, as I think it’s the most demanding genre-

as it combines art with education. Recently, I bought book online that I loved when I 



was little, Nature’s Voice, in two volumes. The illustrations in this book were an 

incredibly important discovery for me as a child. I chose graphic design as my major 

because of them. I know that Jiwone Lee buys Polish non-fiction books from the ‘60s 

for the Korean Museum of Children’s Books collection, as she believes they are oneof 

the best representatives in their category. When it comes to my children’s childhood

—we fondly remember it but I don’t use it as a reference in my books.

· To paraphrase a line from a Polish cult movie: where does this melancholy in your

eyes come from? Are you a melancholic person and does it influence your art?

Indeed, people who don’t know me well might think that I’m a melancholic person. 

Yet, it’s not true—I love humor, especially situational humor, and surprising jokes 

which appear spontaneously. I also maintain a healthy distance from myself and I 

think I know how to make fun of myself. However, if I was to be an entertainer, I’d 

rather be an illusionist than a comedian. I like people with a good sense of humor, 

because humor is correlated with intelligence. A good sense of humor comes from 

the ability to balance tragedy with comedy—the inescapable elements of our lives. In 

my opinion, the most important and moving children’s books are the ones that have 

an equal amount of joy and sadness. Children need this tension coming from 

balancing these two emotions. They learn that real life is not only about fun and play 

but also about obstacles, sadness, sickness, or even death.

I’m a great sceptic; I’m sceptical about everything and I always see negatives in 

positive things and the other way around. I’m able to appreciate problems and see 

their good sides. I think it influences my art, which is reflected in my books, 

especially in Where is My Daughter? (Nonjang Publishing).

· What can you offer to Korean readers that Korean authors can’t?

I have no idea. I should ask them. Perhaps they like my metaphors—all my books are

based on metaphors.

· Where would you be if you hadn’t follow “the Korean path”?

I’d have to have really deep drawers in my desk for storing my book projects in. 

After so many year, I’d probably feel discouraged and quit. I don’t know how I’d 



support myself—perhaps by making pierogis. I have to say that I’m pretty good at 

that. I could also draw portraits, but not realistic ones, just metaphorical.

· What should we know about Iwona Chmielewska?

I rarely talk about myself—it’s embarrassing. I don’t know what else I can say. I’ve

never told anyone so much about myself before. In general, I’m not a very interesting

person, but I’m happy—I have a great family, and I love what I do. I prefer to talk

about my books. I hope this award will allow me to make books with even more

humbleness and respect for my readers.

from Cztery zwykłe miski



IWONA CHMIELEWSKA: AWARDS AND HONORS 

2018 – Shortlisted in Hans Christian Andersen Award. 

2016 – Nomination for Der Deutsche Jugendliteraturpreis for abc.de (Warstwy 

Publishing), category non-fiction. 

2015 – Recognition award for abc.de (Warstwy Publishing) in the 56th PTWK The 

Most Beautiful Book of the Year, category: book for young readers, and a recognition 

award for As Long as the Sky Doesn’t Cry (Dopóki niebo nie płacze, Ośrodek Brama 

Grodzka – Teatr NN Publishing), category: belles lettres. 

2014 – Recognition award for Eyes (Oczy, Warstwy Publishing) in the 55th PTWK The 

Most Beautiful Book of the Year competition. 

2014 – On a High Mountain (Na wysokiej górze, written by Krystyna Miłobędzka, 

illustrated by Iwona Chmielewska, Miejskie Posnania Publishing) included in the 

Children’s Book’s Museum’s Treasure List. 

2014 – 1st prize in Dobre Strony competition for On a High Mountain (Na wysokiej 

górze, written by Krystyna Miłobędzka, illustrated by Iwona Chmielewska, Miejskie 

Posnania Publishing), category: book for young readers. 

2013 – Bologna Ragazzi Award 2013 for Eyes (Changbi Publishers, South Korea), 

category: non-fiction. 

Awards for Blumka’s Diary (Pamiętnik Blumki, Media Rodzina Publishing): 

Literary recognition and the Book of the Year Award (category: 

picturebooks and illustrations) in IBBY’s Book of the Year contest, 2011. 



Winner of the 10th edition of Świat przyjazny dziecku (Child friendly 

world) contest organized by the Commission for Protection of Child 

Rights. 

The Mayor of Wrocław’s Award in Dobre Strony (Good Pages) contest 

organized by Wrocław Public Library and Wrocław Good Book 

Promotion Bureau, 2012. 

1st prize in the literary competition organized by The Association of 

Polish Publishers (category: book for young readers), 2012. 

1st prize in Halina Skrobiszewska’s Children’s Literature competition 

organized by the Museum of Children’s Books, 2012. 

Recognition award given by adult and child jury in DONGA literary 

contest 2012 organized by the Polish Section of IBBY. 

Der Deutsche Jugendliteraturpreis nominee, 2012. 

Incorporation into Internationale Jugendbibliothek in Munich’s  The 

White Raven list, 2012. 

Incorporation into the list of the Best Books from all over the World 

during CJ Picturebook Festival (Seoul). 

2011 – A Girl’s Kingdom (Changbi Publishers, South Korea) included in the list of 100 

the Most Beautiful Books from all over the World during CJ Picture Book Festival. 

2011 – Bologna Ragazzi Award for A House of the Mind: Maum. Illustrated by Iwona 

Chmielewska, text by Kim Hee-Kyung (Changbi Publishers, South Korea), category: 

non-fiction. 

2007 – Golden Apple at the Biennial of Illustration Bratislava for Thinking abc 

(Nonjang Publishing, South Korea). 

2000 – Pro Bolonia Award (Polish Artists Associacion) for Master and a Cat 

(unpublished). 



IWONA CHMIELEWSKA: bibliography, selection 

Kopciuszek (Cinderella), with text by Zofia Stanecka, Muchomor Publishing, Warsaw 2004. 

Dzień dobry, Europo (Good Morning, Europe), with text by, Algo Publishing, Toruń 2004. 

Lubię kotki (I Like Kittens), Grafitex Publishing, Gdańsk 2006. 

Thinking ABC, Nonjang Publishing, Seoul 2006. 

O wędrowaniu przy zasypianiu (On Wandering While Falling Asleep), Hokus-Pokus Publishing, 
Warsaw 2006. 

Domowe duchy (Domestic Ghosts), with text by Dubravka Ugresic, Znak Publishing, Kraków 2010. 

Pamiętnik Blumki (Blumka’s Diary), Media Rodzina Publishing, Poznań 2011. 

A House of the Mind: Maum, with text by Kim Hee-Kyung, Changbi Publishing, Seoul 2011. 

Kłopot (Trouble), Wytówrnia Publishing, Warsaw 2012. 

O tych, którzy się rozwijali (Great Lives Unravelled), Media Rodzina Publishing, Poznań 2013. 

Małe lisy (Little Foxes), with text by Justyna Bargielska, Czarne Publishing, Warsaw 2013. 

Cztery strony czasu (Four Directions of Time), Media Rodzina Publishing, Poznań 2013. 

Cztery zwykłe miski (Four Ordinary Bowls), Format Publishing, Wrocław 2013. 

Oczy (Eyes), Warstwy Publishing, Wrocław 2014. 

Na wysokiej górze (On the High Mountain), with text by Krystyna Miłobędzka, Wydawnictwo 
Miejskie Posnania, Poznań 2014. 

Dwoje Ludzi (Two People), Media Rozina Publishing, Poznań 2014. 

Królestwo dziewczynki (A Girl’s Kingdom), Entliczek Publishing, Warsaw 2014. 

Czarownica (The Witch), with text by Kazimiera Iłłakowiczówna, Wydawnictwo Miejskie 
Posnania, Poznań 2015. 

W kieszonce (In the Pocket), Media Rodzina Publishing, Poznań 2015. 

abc.de, Warstwy Publishing, Wrocław 2015. 

Obie (Both), with text by Justyna Bargielska, Wolno Publishing, Poznań 2016. 

Jak ciężko być królem (It’s Hard to Be a King), Wolno Publishing, Poznań 2018. 

Kołysanka na cztery (The Lullaby Counted to Four), Wolno Publishing, Poznań 2018. 



Mama zawsze wraca (Mommy always comes back), Dwie Siostry Publishing, Warsaw 2020. 

Translations [selection] 

(in Iwona Chmielewska’s case however it will be language versions – it is often hard to tell 
which version is original and which is a translation): 

O wędrowaniu przy zasypianiu (On Wandering While Falling Asleep): 
Korea – Nonjang Publishing 
China – Kangso Children's Publishing 

Kłopot (Trouble): 
Korea – Nonjang Publishing 
Taiwan – 3&3 Publishing 
Germany – Gimpel Verlag 
Netherlands – Brevier 
China – Gwangseo Educational Univ. Publishing 

Moje kroki (My Steps) 
Korea – Nonjang Publishing 
China – Gwangseo Educational Univ. Publishing 

Pomysły (Ideas) 
Korea – Nonjang Publishing 
China – Gwangseo Educational Univ. Publishing 

Thinking ABC 
Korea – Nonjang Publishing 
China – Chilin Publishing 
Vietnam – Kim Dong Publishing 

Cztery zwykłe miski (Four Ordinary Bowls) 
Korea – Nonjang Publishing 
France – Rue de Monde Publishing 
China – Gwangseo Educational Univ. Publishing 

Gdzie jest moja córka? (Where Is My Daughter?) 
Korea – Nonjang Publishing 
China – Gwangseo Educational Univ. Publishing 

Dwoje Ludzi (Two People) 
Korea – Sakyejul Publishing 
Taiwan – Linking Publishing Company 
Mexico – Editorial Oceano Publishing 



IWONA CHMIELEWSKA 
5 titles submitted to the competition: 

Pamiętnik Blumki (Blumka’s Diary) 
Oczy (Eyes) 
Cztery zwykłe miski (Four Ordinary Bowls) 
Kłopot (Trouble) 
할머니를	위한	자장가	(Lullaby	for	Grandma) 



Iwona Chmielewska

Blumka’s Diary

Review by Joanna Olech

“Nowe Książki” 2/2012

(transl. Katarzyna Wasylak)

For many years, Iwona Chmielewska remained unknown in Poland, until she started

publishing her books in South Korea, all of which received awards and recognition. 

The next step for her books was to enter the Anglophone world. In 2011 

Chmielewska celebrated another great success—the Bologna Ragazzi Award for A 

House of the Mind: Maum (Changbi Publishers, South Korea).

Blumka’s Diary was first published in Germany and later in Poland. Chmielewska’s 

style is easily recognizable—she uses muted, faded out, ashy colors. She also likes to 

use collage techniques, with old textures, illustrations, and vintage style ink 

drawings. These techniques give her illustrations the nostalgic feel of an old family 

album, filled with various trinkets, and bookmarked with dried flowers. This poetic 

stylization suits Blumka’s Diary perfectly. Even though this uplifting diary expresses 

hope for the improvement of the lives of children taken care of by the Old Doctor, 

knowing the fate of the children from Korczak’s orphanage gives it the undertone of 

melancholy and sadness.

Chmielewska does not try to be “pretty”; she doesn’t want to please her 

readers with pictures of happy children with rosy cheeks. Each of Blumka’s eleven 

friends described in the book is burdened with the hardships and pain of being an 

orphan, but the caretakers want to bring out only the best in them. In her short text, 

Chmielewska captured the essence of Korczak’s pedagogical philosophy. She 

managed to express all the surprisingly contemporary and revolutionary pedagogical 

methods founded on the respect for children’s autonomy in several line notes. The 

book’s illustrations become a poetic commentary to a text. They include objects and 

children’s “treasures” from the past century, which transport the reader back in time, 

to occupied Warsaw. The yellowed page from a school notebook, on which Blumka 

writes down her memories, becomes in turn a tablecloth, cradle, thermometer, 

ladder, tallis, etc.

This type of narration, typical of Chmielewska, is creative and complementary

to literature. The author does not embellish the text with her illustrations, but she 



tells a parallel story—unconcluded, ephemeral, and enigmatic. Chmielewska attaches

the illustrated “footnotes,” which open the text to various interpretations. The IBBY 

award was not given for the illustrations specifically—there are many other Polish 

illustrators who are as talented but not as creative. Chmielewska has been recognized

for her storytelling talent, creating the unique atmosphere in the book, by expressing 

serious and difficult themes visually. The author found a way to talk to children 

about serious and difficult topics (war, orphanhood, hurt)—without infantilizing, 

and without pomposity, but in a simple, friendly, and wise manner. This book is one 

of my favorites and is on my personal list of the books that should be mandatory to 

introduce in schools. Young readers can learn much more about Korczak from it than 

from many school textbooks.
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Fordere unser
Brau-Können!

Kreier‘ Dein ganz
persönliches Bier!

Teilnahmeschluss:
06.11.2016
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Von Frauen für Frauen
Neue Website bündelt Angebote in der Region

Nach monatelanger Vorarbeit ist
er nun online: Der Internet-Auf-
tritt der Straubinger Frauenhilfe.
In privater Initiative haben enga-
gierte Straubingerinnen rund um
Brigitte Vogel das Konzept hierfür
erstellt. Die Plattform www.frau-
enhilfe-straubing.de soll einen
Überblick verschaffen, welche An-
gebote es für Frauen und Mädchen
in und um Straubing gibt. Nach
Stichworten von A bis Z gelistet,
stehen dort ausführlich beschrie-
ben Einrichtungen, Organisatio-
nen, Vereine, Selbsthilfegruppen
und Veranstaltungen.

Die Palette reicht von Ausbil-
dung über Kultur, Kinderbetreu-
ung, Sucht, Rechtsfragen bis hin
zur Ernährungsberatung. „Unsere
Homepage ist Wegweiser und
Suchmaschine, die übersichtlich
alle Hilfsmaßnahmen für Frauen
und Mädchen bündelt. Einfach,
schnell und unbürokratisch kann
man hier Information, Kontakt und
Hilfe finden“, sagt Brigitte Vogel.
Etliche Einträge sind schon vor-
handen, viele weitere sollen folgen.
Über ein Formular auf der Website

oder die Mailadresse info@frauen-
hilfe-straubing.de kann man sich
kostenlos mit seinem Angebot ein-
tragen lassen. Unterstützerinnen
sind neben Bürgermeisterin Maria
Stelzl auch die Gleichstellungsbe-
auftragten der Stadt und des Land-
kreises, Hedi Werner und Sylvia
Omasmeier. Idowapro, der Inter-
netdienstleister des Straubinger
Tagblatts, hat die Programmierung

durchgeführt. Auch Sandra Retzer,
Petra Penzkofer-Hagenauer, Karin
Stein, Susanne Fitting-Perlak,
Martina Lipka, Katrin Stibbe,
Amina Hersi Isse und Sonja Etten-
gruber sind mit dabei.

Am Mittwoch, 26. Oktober, 19
Uhr, stellen die Initiatorinnen im
Café Lebensgefühl in der Zoller-
gasse das Projekt allen Interessen-
ten vor. -sonett-

So sieht die neue Homepage für Frauen in der Region aus. (Screenshot)

Magier Luke Dimon im Paul-Theater
Der amtierende Deutsche Meister

der Zauberkunst Luke Dimon gilt
als Senkrechtstarter der Magiersze-
ne. Eine Vorpremiere seines Pro-
gramms „Mystika“ führt er am

Samstag, 15. Oktober, um 20 Uhr im
Paul-Theater auf. Mit Humor und
Emotion, Illusion, Täuschung und
seiner ganz eigenen Art der Magie
zaubert sich Luke Dimon in die

Herzen seines Publikums. Karten
gibt es beim Leserservice des Strau-
binger Tagblatts, Telefon 09421/
9406700, online unter www.paul-
theater.de oder an der Abendkasse.

Bilderbücher – nicht nur für Kinder
Renommierte Illustratorin Iwona Chmielewska zu Gast in Straubing

Sie gilt als eine der bedeutend-
sten Bilderbuch-Illustratoren der
Gegenwart: Iwona Chmielewska.
Sie lebt im polnischen Thorn und
unterrichtet an der dortigen Koper-
nikus-Universität Buchgestaltung.
Am 7. und 8. November ist die
mehrfach ausgezeichnete Illustra-
torin und Autorin im Rahmen der
Partnerschaften für Demokratie zu
Gast in Straubing. Bei der Israeliti-
schen Kultusgemeinde und in der
Stadtbibliothek spricht sie zu ganz
unterschiedlichen Themen und da-
bei wird klar: Bilderbücher sind
nicht nur für Kinder da.

Ihr neuestes Werk trägt den Titel
„Bevor der Himmel weint“. Es han-
delt vom jüdischen Leben in Lublin
vor dem Jahr 1939. Chmielewska
verknüpft darin ihre Illustrationen
mit Bildern eines unbekannten
Lubliner Fotografen und den Ge-
dichten des polnischen Poeten Józef
Czechowicz. „In dem Buch verband
ich zwei Welten, die durch den
Krieg getrennt wurden und davor
jahrzehntelang zusammengehörten:
die polnische und die jüdische
Welt“, beschreibt die Autorin. Auch
durch ihr Buch „Blumkas Tage-
buch“ sei sie in besonderer Weise
sensibilisiert, wenn es um die Be-
wahrung des Andenkens an die pol-
nischen Juden gehe: „Ich wusste,
dass ich ein Buch erschaffen muss,

das angemessen und würdevoll an
die Menschen erinnert.“ Am Mon-
tag, 7. November, stellt sie nun ge-
nau dieses Buch erstmals in
Deutschland im Gemeindesaal der
Israelitischen Kultusgemeinde vor.
Die Veranstaltung erfolgt mehr-
sprachig – auf Deutsch, Russisch
und Polnisch. Beginn ist um 19 Uhr,
der Eintritt ist frei.

Einen Tag später, am 8. Novem-
ber, hält Chmielewska einen inter-
aktiven Vortrag in der Stadtbiblio-
thek zum Thema „Bilderbücher
RICHTIG lesen“. Dabei geht sie auf
die Bedeutung des Bilderbuchs in
der Pädagogik und als eigene
Kunstform ein. Chmielewska selbst
hat bisher rund 30 Bücher veröf-
fentlicht. Bisher sind drei von
Chmielewskas Büchern auch in
Deutschland erschienen, weitere
Veröffentlichungen gab es unter an-
derem in Frankreich, Spanien, Me-
xiko, Israel und natürlich in Polen.
Für ihren ästhetischen Reichtum
und ihre innovativen Ideen wurde
Chmielewska schon mehrfach aus-
gezeichnet, zum Beispiel mit dem
Goldenen Apfel der Internationalen
Illustrationsbiennale in Bratislava
für „Thinking ABC“ und zwei Bo-
logna Ragazzi Awards für „House of
the mind“ und „Eyes“. Ihr aktuelles
Buch „abc.de“ ist für den Deut-
schen Jugendliteraturpreis 2016 no-
miniert. Beginn des Vortrags in der
Stadtbibliothek ist um 18.30 Uhr,
der Eintritt ist frei.

Das Johannes-Turmair-Gymnasi-
um sowie eine Kindertageseinrich-
tung sind weitere Stationen des Be-
suchs in Straubing. Dort werden
ihre Buchinhalte pädagogisch-in-
haltlich eng mit den Themenberei-
chen der Partnerschaften für Demo-
kratie verknüpft. -red-

Die mehrfach ausgezeichnete Bilder�
buch�Illustratorin Iwona Chmie�
lewska kommt nach Straubing.

„Der Zauberstab mit drei Enden“
Der Zauberer René Frotscher ist

am Sonntag, 16. Oktober, um 14.30
und um 16 Uhr im Paul-Theater an
der Burggasse zu sehen. Er mischt
in seiner Kinder-Zaubershow „Der
Zauberstab mit drei Enden“ ver-
blüffende und zugleich lustige Zau-
berei mit clownesken und pantomi-

mischen Elementen, Situationsko-
mik und Wortwitz. Die Show ist für
Kinder von fünf bis zwölf Jahren
geeignet. Karten gibt es beim Leser-
service des Straubinger Tagblatts,
unter Telefon 09421/9406700, on-
line unter www.paul-theater.de
oder an der Abendkasse.

508586
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