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                  NEWSLETTER No. 44
                          August 2007

	IBBY SA  Box 847  Howard Place  7450  South Africa

email  info@ibbysa.org.za 

Books for Africa newsletter email  booksforafrica@iafrica.com 
website  www.ibbysa.org.za 


· IBBY SA is the South African section of IBBY.

· IBBY is the International Board on Books for Young People.

· IBBY SA’s area of interest is everything to do with South African books for children and young people.

· If you are a member of IBBY SA, you are also a member of IBBY.

· IBBY’s 2004 World Congress was hosted by IBBY SA in Cape Town.
· Its next World Congress will be in Copenhagen, Denmark, in 2008

Wamkelekile! Sithemba ukuba uza kuthanda ukufunda eli phepha eli futshane eli neendaba.
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A very successful Cape Town Book Fair 2007
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We had a great Book Fair!
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We had a large stand, perfectly positioned, right opposite the a is for apple children’s bookshop and the children’s zone. So, we were right at the heart of things.
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We had plenty of interested visitors – including one very little lady who happily packed all the books on the bottom shelf into her plastic bag and wasn’t the least bit keen to unpack them again, something eventually achieved by a mom who was clearly used to this!

On display on the stand were the 100 Representative South African Books for 
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and Young People. Publishers kindly donated one copy of each of their books for this purpose. Biblionef SA was kind enough to transport the trunk of books from our office in Pinelands to the Fair and back again. Many, many thanks for that. The wonderful roll-up banner made a huge impact as visitors approached the stand. 
The banner was sponsored by Hydra – many thanks.

We asked visiting authors of the 100 Books to sign our copies of their books, and on the website you will find photos of them busy signing. 

(The camera’s batteries ran out at one point, so we don’t have shots of quite everyone!)
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We had the services of Fabian Ah-Sing to staff the stand for the four days of the Fair, and he also assisted in the set-up and break-down. A number of IBBY SA Exec members were happily prepared to relieve him at times. 


The 100 Books is now on display at Biblionef SA’s offices at Huis der Nederlanden in Pinelands. There is also a virtual exhibition on our website. Copies of the 100 Books brochure to hand out to visitors were kindly produced for us by Nasou Via Afrika, New Africa Books, NB Publishers, and LAPA Publishers. To receive a copy of the 100 Books by post, please send a stamped and self-addressed A5-size envelope to IBBY SA Box 847 Howard Place 7450. (Please note that the stampage for an A5 envelope is R3.90 and a postage-included A5 envelope bought at a post office is said to cost R4.53)

WriterProfile

Back to Index
IBBY SA member Jenny Robson has been having a great time lately! She won the Sanlam Award in English for Praise Song (Tafelberg 2006) and then the English Academy Percy FitzPatrick Prize for Savannah 2116 AD (Tafelberg 2004) and then the M.E.R. Prize for youth literature for Praise Song. We thought we’d check out what’s happening in her life now that she’s moved to the South Coast of KwaZulu-Natal after being in Botswana for so long – thirty years, she says.
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1. What are you like as a person? Tell us a bit about yourself:
I’m shy, reclusive, over-emotional to the point of ridiculous and love my family to distraction. I once hoped that as I grew older, I’d become wiser, more stable, more mature – so far, it hasn’t worked!

2. Why do you write for young people?
It’s been my privilege to work with young people over many years. They have taught me to think beyond the jaded and the cynical, even beyond the possible. 

3 How, when, where do you write?
How: in the first instance, scribbling illegibly in pencil in hardcover A4 manuscript books – right side ONLY with my trusty crocodile clip in place. I write and then type my novels from start to finish, over and over and OVER until finally I begin to realise what the point is. Pre-planning doesn’t work for me.

When: early in the morning in that evocative silence as dawn breaks.
Where: in a paper-strewn study that used to overlook desert sands and now overlooks the sea.

4 Tell us a bit about your next book.
Yes, my next book. Right now, I’m engaged in open hostilities with it and it seems to have the upper-hand. Yet, bloodied and slightly concussed, I still hope to win this war. What is it about? That’s still too raw to discuss.
STOP PRESS! IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT

Come to the Public Announcing of the IBBY SA Honour List Books! This will take place at 5.30-for-6 at the Centre for the Book (62 Queen Victoria Street) on Thursday 23 August 2007. IBBY SA will then announce the books that have been selected as IBBY Honour List Books to be presented at the IBBY World Congress in Copenhagen in September 2008. The announcements will be made in the following categories:
Author: Afrikaans 
Author: English 
Author: isiXhosa  

Illustrator 

Translator  

RSVP to Robin at Tel 021 448 7186 or call or SMS Cell 076 169 2789 or email booksforafrica@iafrica.com . Bring some cash along with you, as books will be on sale.
Debate (continued) / Debat (vervolg)
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In the June Books for Africa we opened up the area of South African books for the age-group 8 – 12. Hier is ’n paar reaksies van ons lede:

Fanie Viljoen, skrywer:

Dankie vir jou artikel in die IBBY-nuusbrief. Daar is ’n paar goed wat ek wil aanraak hieromtrent.

Eerstens die aanname dat alle Engelse boeke noodwendig moet handel oor karakters wat niemiddelklas en niewit moet wees nie: ‘that was coupled with a kind of tweeness that made it very specifically middle-class and undeniably white’. 
Dis belaglik en dalk een van die redes hoekom daar so min Engelse boeke is van Suid-Afrikaanse skrywers.

Tweedens, dat die karakters se agtergrond en kultuur nie erken word nie: ‘Yet nothing else in the entire story in any way acknowledged their background or their culture or their language or their heritage: they were out-and-out white southern-suburbs-Cape-Town kids.’
Mensig! My bure is swart middelklas mense en hulle leef beslis nie soos township kinders nie. Hulle het ’n plasmatelevisie, DSTV, ry twee motors (een daarvan splinternuut.) Albei die ouers werk. Een kind is in ’n kosskool, die ander in ’n plaaslike skool. Die wit en swart kinders speel saam in die tuin.

Dis die nuwe Suid-Afrika en die kinders is besig om Westerse kulture aan te hang. Ons moet wegkom van die idee dat alle swart kinders nog agtergeblewenes is en daarom belang gaan stel in townshipstorietjies wat hulle lewenslesse gaan leer om bo uit te kom in die lewe. Die boeke moet die veranderde wêreld reflekteer.

Ek weet ook van ’n (wit) skrywer wat ’n Engelse verhaal voorgelê het aan ’n plaaslike uitgewer. Sy het geen reaksie gekry nie. Eers toe sy onder ’n nieblanke skuilnaam iets voorlê was daar reaksie. Dit laat mens se hare behoorlik regop staan dat so iets kan gebeur!

Laastens die groter Suid-Afikaanse uitgewers gee min boeke uit in Engels van Suid-Afrikaanse skrywers omdat hulle voel hulle moet meeding met oorsese boeke. Dit is baiekeer nie vir hulle finansieel die moeite werd nie (so sê hulle). Daar is ook ’n persepsie dat Engelse lesers nie Suid-Afrikaanse Engelse boeke wil koop nie. Ek het gehoop Spud se goeie verkope slaan hierdie persepsie hok, maar gaan na Penguin SA se webblad en kyk hoe jy ’n kinderboek aan hulle kan voorlê. Hulle stel nie belang nie: ‘Please note that Penguin Group (South Africa) does not publish books for children and young adults, or poetry, and only rarely are short stories considered.’

En dan ondersteun ons nog hierdie maatskappy?

epos: f.viljoen@absamail.co.za 

Robin Malan replies to Fanie: My hassle with these specific characters was that they weren’t ‘New South Africa’ black youngsters. It was a writer exploiting the ‘better make them black and give them black names’ supposed PCness of some people’s thinking. I’m very happy with black middle-class suburban characters, when they’re authentic. In the Siyagruva Series one of the eight characters we created to run through the series is a very slick black chick called Samantha who lives with her family in Pinelands and whose cellphone never leaves her ear, etc. In one story, Jacques Attack, she’s very put out when her parents make her go to a township school for a term. 
email booksforafrica@iafrica.com 
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Judith Inggs, Senior Lecturer, Translation and Interpreting Studies, Wits University:
I also felt that The Hidden Star was a stunning book. I read it while I was involved in the Percy FitzPatrick prize for the English Academy and phoned the publishers. Unfortunately it didn’t fall into the correct 
year for that prize, but I did have a conversation with them and they said it had never been thought of as a book for young people. I must say I’m not sure it could be considered for pre-teens, as it is quite long and rather complicated (depending on the child or pre-teen, of course), but I certainly think it is a wonderful book for adolescents/high school children. 
email: Judith.Inggs@wits.ac.za
Penny Jones, Grey Junior School, Port Elizabeth: I have found a great South African read-aloud that my Grade 5 boys love. It is Child in Darkness, by Robert Hill, published by Tafelberg in 1989. Although reprinted several times, it is undoubtedly now out of print. There is definitely a gap in the market in SA for material for this age group. 

email: jonesp@greyjunior.co.za
[The publisher assures me it is still in print. – Ed.]
A PS from Fanie: 

Just an update on my previous mail regarding Penguin. I talked to a Penguin publisher at the Cape Town Book Fair and she said that they are now in the process of publishing children’s books from South Africa. There was one displayed at their stand. So it seems that the info on their website is slightly out of date. Thought I’d let you know.

Our HCA nominee scores a winner

Back to Index
IBBY SA has nominated Beverley Naidoo for the Hans Christian Andersen Award. In the July 2007 issue of the British children’s book magazine Books for Keeps, her newly launched book Burn My Heart gets a ((((( rating, which is defined as ‘unmissable’. Set in the period of the Mau Mau uprising in Kenya, it tells the story of two boys caught up in the events and how their friendship is tested. The reviewer describes the book as ‘often deeply moving’.

Kids’ Lit Team
Back to Index
Led by IBBY SA Exec member Carol Ryan, the Grove Primary School winners of the national Kids’ Lit Quiz headed for Oxford in early-July to take part in the international finals. They are pitted against teams from China, England, New Zealand, Northern Ireland and Scotland. If we have news of the outcome before this newsletter ‘goes to press’, we’ll include it in a Stop Press.

Autumn BookBash

Back to Index
The ‘Small Indie Publishers’ BookBash on 28 June was well worth venturing out on a cold winter evening! Dorothy Kowen and Dianne Case spoke about their collaboration in publishing through Dianne’s Kwagga Books, especially Dorothy’s Nyama and the Eland (100 Books) and Dianne’s What a Gentleman. Peter Younghusband spoke about his three self-published books, the most recent being The Timbavati Patrol (100 Books). Gary Hirson had an eight-year-long journey to travel before publishing The Magic That’s Ours under his Calm in Storm Productions imprint. The book was launched in early-June 2007. Jean Williams told us about the various collaborations Biblionef SA initiates with publishers in order to have books like Sam’s Smile and Three Friends in a Taxi (100 Books) made available in various South African languages. 
In the ‘Open Pitch’ section, Fabian Petersen of the Heal the Hood Project introduced us to their publications R.A.P.S.S., My Hip Hop Is African and Proud and Da Juice magazine, all ventures providing a valuable outlet for the work of young writers. Anthony Holmes spoke about his children’s book The Cat’s Princess. Robin Malan’s Junkets Publisher, in addition to his fictionalised biography of John Keats for young people, Rebel Angel, is now producing the Playscript Series: new South African plays at an affordable price: Robin Malan: The boy who walked into the world (with notes for teachers and community directors), Karen Jeynes: Everybody Else (is f**king perfect), and Juliet Jenkin: The Boy Who Fell from the Roof.

SCBWI brought along their five gorgeous posters of illustrators’ work for display and sale. 

If anyone would like to make contact with any of the above, or would like to buy any of the books, magazines or posters, then won’t you please email booksforafrica@iafrica.com and we will connect you. This kind of making-contact is a very definite part of IBBY SA’s purpose and function, so please make full use of this IBBY SA service.

M-Net & Via Afrika Prizes

Back to Index
Die M.E.R.-prys vir geïllustreerde kinderboeke: Geraamte in die klas deur Fanie Viljoen, met illustrasies deur Karl Stephan 

The M.E.R. prize for youth novels: Praise Song by Jenny Robson (Tafelberg) (also a Sanlam Prize-winner, and on the IBBY SA 100 Books List)

The M-Net Prize for Sotho languages: Ntshwa​​re ka Letsogo by Kabelo Kgatea (Tafel​berg) (also a Sanlam Prize-winner, and on the IBBY SA 100 Books List)

Children’s reading according to Book News











Back to Index

Children’s Fiction and Non-Fiction 

For some reason, not yet studied, children’s books sell relatively poorly in South Africa, relative to the other product categories. Whereas children’s books contribute 33,0% to total book sales in Australia, and 22,9% and 22,5% respectively in the USA and UK, this product category makes up only 19,3% by value of [sic] total books sales in South Africa. This percentage is furthermore inflated, as a number of 

school related books are included in the South African values.

Product groups Y1 and Y2, which includes [sic] both children’s fiction and non-fiction up to the young adult stage, made up 8,61% and 6,60% of total book sales in 2005 and 2006 respectively, the high value for 2005 brought about by the release of the new Harry Potter title. In the first 20 weeks of the current year, this product group has increased market share by raising its contribution to total sales to 6,65%, a value increase of 10,20% on the corresponding period last year. The publication of the final Harry Potter title will change this scenario drastically.

No Afrikaans [or English South African – Ed.] author made it to the overall top ten chart.

Afrikaans authors were ranked in the following order: Stella Blakemore (Maasdorp-series), Marianna Brandt, Pieter Grobbelaar, Carmen Diedericks-Hugo [sic; obviously, this should read: Carina Diedericks-Hugo], Anoeschka von Meck, Topsy Smit (Trompie-series), Bettie Naude (Saartjie-series), Annelize Bester, Verna Vels, Leon Rousseau.

Remarkable in the 2006 sales statistics and top seller rankings is the total absence of Afrikaans titles, except in the case of young adult fiction where the re-editions [sic]of the Maasdorp, Trompie and Saartjie series were prominent.

Product class Y2.2 (Young Adult Fiction) is headed by Stephenie Meyer’s New Moon and is the only top 5 chart to list an Afrikaans title: Vaselinetjie by Anoeschka von Meck.

Adapted, with acknowledgements to: Books News WEEKLY NEWSLETTER Friday 8 June 2007

Website: www.booknews.co.za
VinnigVra Kompetisie / QuickQuiz Competition

Back to Index
Last time we asked you to scrutinise our 100 Books List at or after the Cape Town Book Fair (copies available at the Fair or from IBBY SA office) and submit No. 101 – the One That Got Away. Well, we received not one single entry. So … we must have got the list right! A real vote of confidence – thanks!

Die nuwe kompetitisie / The new competition:

Wie is dié persoon wat boekpryse wen? / Who is this prize-winning person?
Neojliv Einaf
Stuur jou antwoorde aan booksforafrica@iafrica.com en wen een van haar of sy boeke!

Send your answers to booksforafrica@iafrica.com and win one of her or his books!

Do you want this space?
We have had two kinds of requests from members:

– to use the IBBY SA mailing list for a mail shot

– to advertise a new book or product or course or whatever in the newsletter

The Exec has decided that our members would not expect to get unsolicited advertising material in their inbox, so we are unable to accede to the first request.

With regard to the second: from the October 2007 issue we will accept pre-paid ads for a bottom-of-a-page banner of the size you see below.

We will offer two rates: one for small indie publishers or self-publishing authors or individual members; and one for commercial, corporate publishers.
Members, publishers, are you interested? Want to advertise just once, or each newsletter? Please drop an email to booksforafrica@iafrica.com for full details.

Advertising space available : 6 lines of text; 7 pages per issue; 6 issues per year.
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The IBBY SA AGM

Back to Index
The Annual General Meeting was held on Thursday 2 August at Huis der Nederlanden. Attendance was excellent: 50 members were present. The Acting Chairperson Robin Malan in his Report recorded the activities of IBBY SA through the year, including the 100 Books, participation in the Cape Town Book Fair, nominations for the Hans Christian Andersen Award and the IBBY Honour List Books, and the Exclusive Books IBBY SA Award. The Acting Chairperson thanked Huis der Nederlanden for their continuing generosity and hospitality.
There was only one nomination for the vacant position of Chairperson, and that was Robin Malan. That meant he was elected nem con. There was no nomination for Treasurer. The Constitution allows for the Exec to appoint a Treasurer, and Sunitha Amond of Biblionef SA has been appointed to that position. 

Winter BookBash
This was ‘Peta Coplans in Conversation with Jude Daly and Niki Daly’, and followed directly after the AGM. This was a warm and intimate portrait of two highly individual artists enjoying a working and living married relationship in obvious harmony. Peta Coplans’s contribution exuded the kind of warmth and understanding that comes of longstanding friendship. Thanks to the authors’ and illustrators’ publishers for the display and sale of their books. Thanks to Yvette for a great supper afterwards!
Resensies / Reviews 
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For full reviews of the following books, please go to our website: 

Vir die volle resensies van die volgende boeke, gaan asb. na ons webwerf: www.ibbysa.org.za 
It’s a pleasure to welcome a new reviewer to our ranks: Vinesh Rajpaul (18) is a student of physics and astronomy at the University of Cape Town; he was one of the Top 20 matriculants in the Western Cape last year. 

Biltong en Barakat: Afrikaanse kortverhale, saamgestel deur Annarina Lubbe, Rudi Daiels en Hettie Glass (Tafelberg, 2007)  – resenseer deur Lona Gericke

From Belhar to Bollywood by Clive E Smith (The Siyagruva Series, New Africa Books, 2007)  – reviewed by Mooniq Shaikjee
Gap by S I Brodrick (Oxford University Press Southern Africa, 2007) – reviewed by Vinesh Rajpaul

Rockface by S I Brodrick (Oxford University Press Southern Africa, 2007) – reviewed by Vinesh Rajpaul
Runout by S I Brodrick (Oxford University Press Southern Africa, 2007) – reviewed by Vinesh Rajpaul

Skyline by Patricia Schonstein Pinnock (African Sun Press, 2007) – reviewed by Vinesh Rajpaul
Terugkeer deur Rudi Venter (Human & Rousseau, 2007)  – resenseer deur Lona Gericke
End
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