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· IBBY SA is the South African section of IBBY.

· IBBY is the International Board on Books for Young People.

· IBBY SA’s area of interest is everything to do with South African books for children and young people.

· If you are a member of IBBY SA, you are also a member of IBBY.

· IBBY’s 2004 World Congress was hosted by IBBY SA in Cape Town.
· Its next World Congress will be in Copenhagen, Denmark, in 2008

O amohelehile! Re tshepa hore o tla thabela ho bala pampitshana ena e fupereng tse thahasellisang le tse susumetsang.
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IBBY SA Honour List announced!

IBBY SA is pleased to announce that the following books have been selected as IBBY SA’s Honour List to be presented at the IBBY World Congress in Copenhagen in 2008 as having made a significant contribution to recent South African literature for children and young people:
 

Author: Afrikaans  

Jaco Jacobs: Suurlemoen (LAPA Uit-gewers, Pretoria, 2006)

Jaco Jacobs het hier daarin geslaag om op oortuigende wyse ’n regte, egte tiener-verhaal te vertel. Die sestienjarige Tiaan Fourie, saam met sy ‘partner in crime’, die baskitaarspeler en moeillkheidmaker Zane le Roux, word aangemoedig om hulle band vir die Rumoer-kompetisie in te skryf deur die musiekonderwyser. Hulle kry uiteindelik toe ’n vocalist en ’n drummer. Jaco Jacobs het ’n lewendige, vermaaklike en genuine jeugverhaal geskep met genoeg opwinding en humor en ’n sterk spanningselement om jong lesers te vermaak. Die karakters is werklik  tieners; die styl lig, gemaklik en  

onderhoudend. Jaco Jacobs word geluk gewens met ’n oortuigende leesbare en toeganklike jeugverhaal.
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Author: isiXhosa  

Mhlobo Jadezweni: UTshepo mde / Tall enough (Electric Book Works, Cape Town, 2006)

Tshepo is a boy who wishes he was as tall as a beautiful tree. He plants himself in the ground, waters himself, and magically grows into one. But, as a tree, he soon comes to realise why it’s good to be a little boy, at least for now. Told in isiXhosa, and accompanied by an English translation, this book is about the worries of growing up and belonging. The story is funny, poignant and surprising, and fuses the mythical and the domestic in a quintessentially African fairytale. (from the publisher’s information sheet)

Author: English  

K Sello Duiker: The Hidden Star (Umuzi Books Random House, Cape Town, 2006) (posthumously)

K Sello Duiker’s last novel, edited after his death by publisher Annari van der Merwe as a tribute to her friend and author, is something of a milestone for South African literature for young people. Eleven-year-old Nolitye takes upon herself the quest to bring together again the separated pieces of a magic stone that will both reveal and heal. So, yes, this is a fantasy story every bit as much as any in the great classic tradition, but the achievement lies in this fantasy being embedded in a uniquely South African reality: every taste, sound, sight and smell in the novel smacks of South Africa, and, specifically, of Phola township in Gauteng. Its authenticity is unassailable. We are the poorer for the loss of a talent such as Sello’s; but South African literature for young people is undeniably the richer for the survival of The Hidden Star.

Translator: 

Russell H Kaschula:  Emthonjeni trans-lated into isiXhosa from his own English Take Me to the River (New Africa Books, Cape Town, 2006)

Professor Kaschula has earned the respect of isiXhosa-speakers in the academic world; and he now adds to the small but growing body of stories in isiXhosa for young teenagers. Chance and the recent history of South Africa make the young black boy Zama and the young coloured boy Pieter next-door neighbours. But they make their friendship themselves. And it is the kind of friendship that proves it can withstand a number of severe tests and challenges. The author is unafraid of tackling social issues that are potentially controversial – and even divisive. He skilfully harnesses them to serve his theme of individual human bonds bringing and keeping people together.


Illustrator:  

Anneliese Voigt-Peters: Ouma Ruby’s Secret by Chris van Wyk (Giraffe Books Pan Macmillan,Johannesburg, 2006)            

This story is taken from Chris van Wyk’s memoir about growing up in Riverlea in Johannesburg, Shirley, Goodness and Mercy. He has rewritten, for a young audience, a story about his beloved grandmother Ruby. One day he meets his Ouma in town and she buys him two books. For her birthday two weeks later, he writes a letter which he wants her to read out. She makes the excuse that she does not have her glasses with her. His mother takes him aside and quietly tells him that Ouma Ruby cannot read. This gentle, very real story is sensitively illustrated in fine watercolours by Anneliese Voigt-Peters. Her images capture the essence of the neighbourhood and houses and the extended family inhabiting the boy’s world. A book to be treasured as a fine example of  how an illustrator who knows her material and the environment in which the story takes place can produce illustrations typically South African  in a quiet  reassuring manner. She is highly applauded for this little gem of a book.

– Lona Gericke (Awards portfolio)

Honour List Announcement Event
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The above announcements were made at an extremely pleasant and enjoyable event held at the Centre for the Book in Cape Town on Thursday 23 August.    

     Some 30 people attended the event. There was good socialising, and excellent snacks provided by Yvette Couperthwaite. Thanks, Yvette!

     Neither Jaco Jacobs nor his publisher Miemie du Plessis of LAPA Uitgewers was able to attend and receive the Author: Afrikaans nomination, and so their certificates and citations will be sent to them.

     Mhlobo Jadezweni received the nomination for Author: isiXhosa, while his publisher, Electric Book Works, was represented by two of the four directors, Arthur Attwell and Diane Awerbuck. Mhlobo teaches in African Languages at Stellenbosch University.

     The Author: English nomination was posthumous; and was received by Frederik de Jager of Umuzi, the publisher of The Hidden Star.

     The Illustrator’s nomination was received by Xavier Nagel of Pan Macmillan on behalf of Anneliese Voigt-Peters, who now lives in New York.

     The Translator nomination was received by Isabel Essery of New Africa Books on behalf of Russell Kaschula, who lives in Grahamstown, where he is Professor in the School of African Languages.

     The Jury for the Honour List comprised: Lona Gericke (Chair), Veronica Behm, Johanna de Beer, Jay Heale, Kathy Madlener, Robin Malan, Marie Philip, and Marianne Serfontein. 

     For pics, go to www.ibbysa.org.za .

The Exclusive Books IBBY SA Award
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We were very grateful to receive two copies of all of the titles submitted for consideration: 56 in all. Thanks to all the publishers and self-published writers concerned. These were passed around the jury-members.

     The Jury for the Exclusive Books IBBY SA Award consisted of the following: Lona Gericke (Chair), Veronica Behm, Johanna de Beer, Genevieve Hart, Jay Heale, Jill Joubert, Kathy Madlener, Robin Malan, Nonikiwe Mashologu, and Marie Philip.

    The three-hour Jury meeting took place on Thursday 16 August at Huis der Nederlanden, where the jury was joined by Penny Hochfeld, Head of Children’s Books, Exclusive Books.

THE AWARD EVENT (THE SPRING BOOKBASH)
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Chris & Cathy Van Wyk
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Lorato Trok & Mhlobo Jadezweni

On Tuesday 11 September 2007 Exclusive Books hosted a splendid luncheon at Yum Nostalgia restaurant in Rivonia, Johannesburg. Robin Malan attended as the Chairperson of IBBY SA, and read this announcement:

A jury of ten professionals considered a total of 56 books submitted for the first Exclusive Books IBBY SA Award for South African picture books and illustrated children’s story books. That jury then met to decide on a shortlist of five books. What amazed and 


pleased us was how close to unanimity we were in settling on that shortlist of five. If you can get your head around the stats, each of the five shortlisted books featured in no fewer than 6 of the jury’s individual shortlists of five. So we arrived at that shortlist of five very easily. What excited the jury was that the five shortlisted books were so different from one another. They were different in size, in look, in feel, every bit as much as they were diverse in content, in style and in execution. 
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Shayle & Maryanne Bester
[image: image4.jpg]



         Niki Daly, Fred Withers, Hannah Morris

Much more difficult, the jury found, was to move from those five to one winner. It was felt that giving the award to any one book would be to deny it to another. 

An accommodation was made by the sponsors, Exclusive Books. They generously doubled the amount of the award-money for this particular year, and so have made it possible, in this first year of the Award, to announce … five joint winners of the Exclusive Books IBBY SA Award. Whatever happens in future years when things may be very different, it seems to us that all five of these books warrant the kind of acknowledgement that this Award gives.

With the books mentioned alphabetically by title, the Exclusive Books IBBY SA Award goes jointly to:
                     & Mhlobo Jadezweni
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	The Cool Nguni (written by Maryanne Bester, illustrated by Shayle Bester, published by Jacana Media) to award and reward adventurousness and a quirky sense of fun in the jaunty image projected through both text and illustrations.
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	Fynbosfeetjies (written by Antjie Krog, illustrated by Fiona Moodie, published by Umuzi) to award and reward professional excellence and artistry in both the writing and the illustration of the funky fairies

	

	[image: image7.jpg]



	Ouma Ruby’s Secret (written by Chris van Wyk, illustrated by Anneliese Voigt-Peters, published by Giraffe Books Pan Macmillan) – for the humanity and the homespun South African authenticity of both text and illustrations
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	UTshepo mde / Tall enough (written by Mhlobo Jadezweni, illustrated by Hannah Morris, published by Electric Book Works) – for the magic of its story and the sophistication of its illustrations (we note, incidentally, that it is the first book published by a new independent publisher)
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	Zanzibar Road (written and illustrated by Niki Daly, published in English by Pan Macmillan and in Afrikaans by LAPA Uitgewers) – for the professionalism and experience of the writer and illustrator as much as for the fun he has and gives young readers


So, as a jury we are proud and extremely happy to announce these five very different joint winners.

Robin Malan Chairperson of IBBY SA

11 September 2007

To read the Exclusive Books media release as published online at Books SA, go to

http://news.book.co.za/2007/09/19/exclusive-books-ibby-sa-awards-for-childrens-lit-handed-out/ 
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(from left to right:) Penny Hochfeld of Exclusive Books, Niki Daly, Chris van Wyk, Maryanne Bester, Mhlobo Jadezweni, Hannah Morris, Shayle Bester
Winter BookBash
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As we reported in the August newsletter, this was ‘Peta Coplans in Conversation with Jude Daly and Niki Daly’, and followed directly after the AGM on 2 August 2007. This was a warm and intimate portrait of two highly individual artists enjoying a working and living married relationship in obvious harmony. Peta Coplans’s contribution exuded the kind of warmth and understanding that comes of longstanding friendship. Thanks to the authors’ and illustrators’ publishers for the display and sale of their books. Thanks to Yvette for a great supper afterwards!
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Visit www.ibbysa.org.za to view more photographs of the event.

VinnigVra Kompetisie / QuickQuiz Competition
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To cast your mind back, and to get you thinking ahead …

In which cities did and will these IBBY World Congresses happen?

a) 2004

b) 2006

c) 2008

Send your answer to booksforafrica@iafrica.com . You have to get all three right (spelling included). If you answer all three correctly, we’ll ask IBBY to send you a brochure about the 2008 World Congress to whet your appetite for September 2008!

Do you want this space?
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We will accept pre-paid ads for a bottom-of-a-page banner of the size you see below.

We will offer two rates: one for small indie publishers or self-publishing authors or individual members; and one for commercial, corporate publishers.

Members, publishers, are you interested? Want to advertise just once, or each newsletter? Please drop an email to booksforafrica@iafrica.com for full details.

Sample

Advertising space available : 6 lines of text; 7 pages per issue; 6 issues per year.
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Resensies / Reviews 

Back to Index
For full reviews of the following books, please go to our website: 

Vir die volle resensies van die volgende boeke, gaan asb. na ons webwerf: www.ibbysa.org.za 

Alicia en die Zitzappers deur  Nelia Engelbrecht, met illustrasies deur Karl Stephan (Human & Rousseau, 2007)   
– Lona Gericke

Bangkat en Boe deur Michael Broad, vertaal in Afrikaans deur Charlotte Rademeyer (Human & Rousseau, 2007) 
– Lona Gericke

Jakkalsvoël deur Kobus Maree (Human & Rousseau, 2007) – Lona Gericke

James en die reuseperske, geïllustreer deur Quentin Blake (Human & Rousseau, 2007) Nuwe Afrikaanse vertaling deur Kobus Geldenhuys. – Lona Gericke

Jy en Toetenkat; Jy en Hercules; Jy en die Dinosourus deur Martie Preller, met  illustrasies deur Alistair Ackermann ( LAPA, 2007) – Lona Gericke

Jy kan ook ‘n entrepreneur wees deur Martie Kruger, met illustrasies deur Kobus Faber (LAPA, 2007) – Lona Gericke

’n Koning genaamd Leeu deur Pieter W Grobbelaar (Human & Rousseau, 2007) Eerste uitgawe in sagteband van die 1983 boek. – Lona Gericke

Monster grappe  deur Jaco Jacobs,  met illustrasies deur Kobus Faber (LAPA, 2007) – Lona Gericke 




Mooiste Salma deur Niki Daly, vertaal deur Louise Steyn (Tafelberg, 2007)  In Afrikaans. Ook beskikbaar in Engels, isiXhosa en isiZulu. – Lona Gericke

Otto se groot woordeboek deur Eric Hill (Human & Rousseau, 2007) – Lona Gericke
Saartjie se skatte; Saartjie se kleik; Saartjie se geveg (Human & Rousseau, 2007) Redigeerders Kobus Geldenhuys en Adri Breed – Lona Gericke

Slym en die Gogga-sirkus deur Fanie Viljoen (LAPA, 2007) – Lona Gericke

Stefan die ruimteridder deur Timothy Knapman’ met illustrasies deur Adam Stower, vertaal deur Kobus Geldenhuys (Human & Rousseau, 2007) – Lona Gericke

Trompie die leier, Trompie die held; Trompie die mooi seun deur Topsy Smith (Human & Rousseau, 2007) – Lona Gericke
Winnie-die-Pooh deur A A Milne  (Tafelberg, 2007) Afrikaans deur Alba Bouwer. Eerste Afrikaans uitgawe verskyn in 1985. Die pragtige nuwe omslagontwerp is deur Teresa Williams – Lona Gericke

End
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Text: Robin Malan  

Layout & Design: Inge Paulsen
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