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We’re just in time for those of you receiving this by email! 

A reminder:
Event:

IBBY SA AGM and Presentation of the 2005 Vivian Wilkes Award for illustration

Time: 

6 p.m. for 6.30 p.m. – a light supper will be served

Date: 

Thursday 3 August 2006 

Venue: 
Huis de Nederlanden 4 Central Square Pinelands (coming from the mountain, turn left off Forest Drive into Mead Way, then keep left at the shopping centre)

Debate

South African bookshops and South African books for children and young people
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To conclude the debate begun in the last newsletter, we asked some people involved in SA children’s and young people’s books to give us some thoughts on the following issues:

1 Do the bookshops promote and foreground SA books or do they ignore and hide them?
Elisabeth Anderson (Head of the Centre for the Book in Cape Town, author):  Whenever I am in any bookshop I look for SA books, including my own. They are not there. The few that are displayed are seldom pushed, except for Madiba’s Magic.

Dumisani Sibiya (author): Bookshops are not doing enough to promote children’s books. They order and sell the books on the prescription list. They do nothing on the promotional side.

Lesley Beake (author): I have never seen anything outside of Exclusive’s excellent promotions. The publishers simply don’t market our books to local bookshops. Unless there is a very committed person actually doing the ordering in the shop (and there are a few), local books just don’t feature. Many of my friends and colleagues in other fields bewail the fact that there are ‘no South African children’s books’ – because they just don’t see them. Librarians are always telling me how hard it is to find SA books.

Niki Daly (author and illustrator): Gone are the days of the children’s bookseller, when staff were to be found in the shop, ready to advise and sell books. So I get the impression that the books have to sell themselves. When I think of bookshops that stock my books, I think Exclusive. Certainly there seems to be no commitment from CNA to sell South African children’s literature. Much depends on the promotion driven (or left idle) within publishing houses.


Jaco Jacobs (author): South African bookshops are starting to realise that children’s books are a profitable market. In Bloemfontein I’ve seen the children’s book section in two local bookshops expanding in the past five or six years. Children’s books get more shelf space, which means that they get displayed better; there are more titles available; staff seem to be more knowledgeable about children’s titles; and we’ve even had a few child-friendly launches for local children’s books. In some bookshops the children’s book section is still hidden at the back of the shop as a kind of ‘afterthought’.

Mary Lister (school librarian): Some Exclusive Books have much better children’s book sections than others – where the books leap out at you. In others, you battle to find good books. South African children’s picture books seem to be promoted more.

Johanna de Beer (book selector): I recently went to the Exclusive Books in Cavendish and was most impressed with the way in which South African books were displayed. The first face-on display of picture books was devoted entirely to South African books. So a lot of shelf space was devoted to them
.

2 Authors and illustrators and translators, can you always see your books well displayed, or do you have to search for them? 

Lesley Beake: Hah! I gave up even looking about fifteen years ago! I tried very hard to help get my books into shops. I am always told that it is ‘not worth it’ to promote books in the trade. Believe me, I have put some effort into this. I speak a lot at schools and other places, on a voluntary basis.

Niki Daly: If I do not see my books in a bookshop I usually blame my publishers’ sales team, not the bookshop. That said, I sometimes get the impression that certain managers enjoy the little power they have to promote or deflate particular authors and illustrators.

Dumisani Sibiya: I had to ask one bookshop in Braamfontein to order my book; they were not even aware of its existence. Another bookshop refused to order more copies of my book when all the copies were sold out. I pleaded with them but to no avail.

Elisabeth Anderson: [Repeat] They are not there.

3 Other thoughts?

Dumisani Sibiya: Some big names in the book distribution sector are adamant and have hardly any African Language books on their shelves, be they children’s or adults’.
Lesley Beake: You need attractive and enticing displays – and books in bookshops need to be sold to customers. They don’t just jump into the bag.

Niki Daly: Exclusives can be commended for their publication of catalogues for South African children’s books. 

Jaco Jacobs: Unfortunately the biggest problem is that we only have bookshops in 

large cities.

 Dumisani Sibiya: South Africa does not have enough bookshops, other than the dominant ones, e.g. CNA, Exclusive Books. The rural areas have no bookshops at all.

Niki Daly: The day has come for a couple of bookshops in the malls that are being built in black townships.

Mary Lister: It would be great to have more dedicated children’s bookshops. I’m thinking of Dems in Rondebosch, which is a stationery, toy and bookshop and always has a good cross-section of children’s books. [I found they stock very few South African books – Ed.]

Jaco Jacobs: It would be wonderful if we could have more bookshops specialising in children’s books.

Lesley Beake: The root of the problem is the circular effect: publishers say there is no market – so they don’t spend money on advertising and promotion – so the bookshops don’t buy – so the books don’t sell – so the publishers say there is no market …

Jaco Jacobs: People are eager to buy books, but you have to make the actual book available to them.

Mary Lister: I don’t believe that children actively seek out South African books.


Lesley Beake: There absolutely is a market for our beautiful, passionate books, written and illustrated by our own talented and creative people. But nobody sells them, and many publishers wait for the magic government order that sells 40 000 of one title instead of putting effort and money into marketing. Everything else in this quick-fix world is marketed to children. Books are not. And it shows.

Elisabeth Anderson: An answer would be to have a surge of good children’s writing, and, with the new Department of Education effort to provide books in all schools, this is now a real possibility.
Niki Daly: I would like to see more fantasy, happy material to balance the didactics and moralising in South African books. 

Lesley Beake: What happened to TV and radio as vehicles for promoting books? What happened to any kind of government initiative to really promote reading? [This was written before Minister Pallo Jordan’s R2bn for libraries was announced, but the point still stands. – Ed.]

Niki Daly: I sometimes get the impression that those of us who are involved in making children’s books place more importance on the need for leisure reading than is reasonable, given our uneven mix of people in South Africa.

4 In conclusion?

Jaco Jacobs: The biggest growth in the South African children’s book market in the past few years has been in the Afrikaans sector – in terms of both quality and quantity.

Elisabeth Anderson: We must get writers of children’s books in indigenous languages.

Niki Daly: More writers and illustrators are needed from the black community to add their voices to the current overload of white 

perspectives in children’s books. And we need some black children’s book editors

Dumisani Sibiya: Although [the dearth of children’s books in bookshops] is mostly blamed on the lack of a reading culture, the bookshops do not themselves contribute to the development of the reading culture.

Lesley Beake: We need a MAJOR rethink about the demands and potentials of the local market for books

Astrid Lindgren Memorial Award
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Katherine Paterson receives the Astrid Lindgren Memorial Award on 31 May 2006 at Skansen in Stockholm. She spent a week in Sweden, taking part in a whole series of activities on her visit to the country to receive the award. 

Via Afrika-pryse
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The winners of the Via Afrika M-Net Literary Awards were announced in Cape Town on the eve of the inaugural Cape Town Book Fair. 

Mia se maWell-known novelist Marita van der Vyver showed her skill in writing for children, earning the MER Prize for , together with illustrator Piet Grobler; while the MER Prize for juvenile literature went to Fanie Viljoen for Breinbliksem. 

QuickQuiz Competition
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To win of copy of M I Davids’s novel 111 Colleen Court (New Africa Books 2005), read this story (below) and tell us:

(a) how many book titles appear in the story, and 

(b) who was the writer or illustrator or both of all of them.
Once upon a Time Mama, Papa and Baby Joe, together with Papa Lucky’s Shadow, went to Charlie’s House to find Jamela’s Dress. ‘Where’s Jamela?’ Ashraf of Africa asked. All the Magic in the World happened when they heard her voice in the sky say: ‘One Round Moon and a Star for Me.’ So they waved and said, ‘Fly, Eagle, Fly!’

Send your answers to IBBY SA (address at the head of this Books for Africa) or email to booksforafrica@iafrica.com before 15 September 2006. Don’t forget to tell us who you are and what your postal address is. 

(People do forget these things!)

Answer to the last competition: Margaret Mahy of New Zealand was the winner of the 2006 Hans Christian Anderson Prize. Our winner is Leone Tiemensma, and so a copy of Mia se Ma is on its way!

IBBY SA’s Launch at the Cape Town Book Fair
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We had a lovely launch party at Nasdak, the 26th Floor of Media 24 Building, with wonderful views of Cape Town by night. People ambled across from the Cape Town International Convention Centre, and enjoyed a couple of hours with us as we launched our new name and logo. 

Vagn Plenge, of IBBY Denmark, was with us. We were entertained by Philip de Vos, who spoke – and sang – some of his poems; and by Nikki Berry, who told us how her book about the hippo Houdini came about. Among the writers who were there were Niki Daly, Helen Brain, Joan Rankin, Dianne Stewart, Maxine Case, Wendy Hartmann. Illustrators who were there included: Marjorie van Heerden, Tanja Joubert, Piet Grobler. 

Among the publishers were: Miemie du Plessis (LAPA), Eloise Wessels, Aldré Lategan, Michelle Cooper, Fourie Botha, Zukisani Phakamisa (nb publishers), Isabel Essery (New Africa Books), Carol Broomhall (Jacana), Lara Cohen, Jonathan Williams (Pan Macmillan). Also there were Jean Williams and Michelle Matthys (Biblionef SA), Daniel Hugo (RSG), Medée Rall (UCT Extramural Studies). 

We were pleased to have with us Anne Milton, accompanied by her husband Dan. Anne has retired after working as one of the secretaries of IBBY SA for four years. Vice Chair Lona Gericke spoke warmly of Anne’s work and presented her with a gift. Enjoy your retirement, Anne! Geraldine Berry won a free membership of IBBY SA in a raffle and also an original Inge Paulsen artwork. 

Our warm thanks to the following who made valuable donations towards the success of the launch: nb publishers, New Africa Books, Maskew Miller Longman, Biblionef SA, Reader’s Digest, Merry Pak, Nestlé, Just Chocs, Spar Pinelands, Pick ’n Pay Pinelands, Sarah McNab. Special thanks to Michelle Cooper of nb publishers for all her help.
Reviews     Resensies

Iiphepha-ncwadi elinezigxeko-ncomo
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To read the full reviews please visit: www.ibbsysa.org.za
We’re pleased to welcome to our group of regular reviewers Mooniq Shaikjee, a student at Jeppe High School for Girls. 

Marianna Brandt: Die avonture van Magrietjie Swaaiboude met illustrasies deur Tanja Joubert (Human & Rousseau, 2006)  – Lona Gericke
Riana Scheepers: Die avonture van  Wilde Willemientjie, met illustrasies deur Vian Oelofsen (Tafelberg, 2006)  

– Lona Gericke

Maretha Maartens: Die baba luister met ilustrasies deur Anna-Carien Goosen (LAPA) – Lona Gericke

David Melling: Die soen wat verdwaal het, vertaal deur Lydia du Plessis (LAPA, 2005) – Lona Gericke

Daniel Napp: Dr. Brom verstaan dit nie (Human & Rousseau, 2006) ook in Engels beskikbaar met die titel Dr Brumm is puzzled – Lona Gericke

Fanie Viljoen: Geraamtes in die Klas, met illustrasies deur Karl Stephan (Human & Rousseau, 2006) 

– Lona Gericke
Martie Preller: Jamie en Sebastiaan, geïllustreer deur Vian Oelofson (LAPA) – Maritha Snyman
Robin Malan (ed.): Leaves to a Tree (David Philip, 2005) – Jay Heale 
Wendy Maartens:  Lena se bottelboom, geïllustreer deur Anna-Carien-Goosen (LAPA) 

– Maritha Snyman
LIBRI-reeks, nuut vertaal deur Janie Oosthuysen (Human & Rousseau) Die eerste vier boeke in die reeks is nou beskikbaar.

Mark Twain: Die avonture van Tom Sawyer
Robert Louis Stevenson: Skateiland 

Jack London: White Fang die wolfhond 

Arthur Conan Doyle: Die avonture van Sherlock Holmes
- Maritha Snyman

Marita van der Vyver: Mia’s mom, illustrated by Piet Grobler (Human and Rousseau)– Maritha Snyman 

Wynand Louw:  Mr Humperdinck’s Wonderful Whatsit (Human & Rousseau) – Maritha Snyman

Cicely Mary Barker: My blommefeetjies-bababoek, vertaal deur Daniel Hugo (Human & Rousseau, 2006) – Lona Gericke

Annabel Karmel: My eerste kookboek, vertaal deur Kobus Geldenhuys (Human & Rousseau, 2006) – Lona Gericke

My saamsleep-dieretrein, vertaal deur Philip de Vos en Wanda Muller (Human & Rousseau, 2006) 

– Lona Gericke
Colleen Moroukian & Brion Mnala: Namibian Kwaito (Siyagruva Series New Africa Books, 2005) 

– Mooniq Shaikjee


Nokuthula Mazibuko: Oomashayela Phezulu eyesiXhosa ngu Xolisa Guzula (Siyagruva Series New Africa Books, 2004) – Andisiwe Mgibantaka

Lize Roux: Perdedrome en Totsiens, Sugarplum, die eerste twee boeke in die nuwe Stalmaats-reeks (LAPA)

– Maritha Snyman

Roux, Lize: Perdedrome en Totsiens, Sugarplum (Stalmaats-reeks, LAPA, 2006) – Lona Gericke
Jenny Robson: Praise Song   

(Tafelberg, 2006) – Lona Gericke

Jenny Robson: Praise Song 

( Tafelberg, 2006) – Mooniq Shaikjee
Carina Diedericks-Hugo: Thomas@-Nagmerrie.net (LAPA, 2005) 

– Lona Gericke

End
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IBBY SA is the South African section of IBBY.


IBBY is the International Board on Books for Young People.


IBBY SA’s area of interest is everything to do with South African books for children and young people.





If you are a member of IBBY SA, you are also a member of IBBY


IBBY’s most recent World Congress was hosted by IBBY SA in Cape Town in 2004


Its next World Congress will be in Macau, China, in Sept 2006








