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The UAE Board on Books for Young People




Sheikha Bodour welcomes former President of International Board on Books for Young People (IBBY) on UAE visit

Ms Patsy Aldana to visit representatives of book-related initiatives in Sharjah and Dubai
For immediate release

18. September 2011

H.E Sheikha Bodour Bint Sultan Al Qasimi President of the UAE Board on Books for Young People (UAEBBY), today welcomed Canadian Publisher and former President of the International Board on Books for Young People (IBBY) Ms Patsy Aldana, who is visiting the country until 19 September 2011.
During her five day stay, Ms Aldana will visit a number of book- and publishing-related concerns, including Arabic children’s publisher Kalimat, Knowledge Without Borders (an initiative by the Ruler of Sharjah to establish a library in every house in the emirate), the Islamic Museum and Sharjah Maritime museum, the Sharjah  Public Library, the Mohammed Bin Rashid foundation, the Sheikh Khalifa Foundation, Dubai Cares and Dubai-based specialist children’s book store Kan Ya Ma Kan (the Arabic equivalent of ‘Once Upon a Time’). 

In addition to a special meeting with Sheikha Bodour, she held a meeting with the Jury for the UAEBBY-organised Etisalat Award for Arabic Children’s Literature, as well as with the Culture Department’s Ahmed Al Amri, Director of the Sharjah International Book Fair.
Speaking of the visit, Sheikha Bodour said, “We are delighted to have Ms Aldana visit us here in the UAE, and to have the chance to show her the many wonderful book-related initiatives in the country – particularly those that relate to children’s literature. As one of IBBY’s newest National Sections, the UAE has much to learn from the organisation, as well as much to offer, and it was wonderful to have the chance to show off how far we have come in the less than two years since we joined the Board in January 2010”.

“Ms Aldana believes that books are mirrors and windows that help people to better understand them and others, and that reading teaches them to become critical thinkers – both of which are ideas that I share. With her involvement in children’s literature, and through her expert guidance, I am confident that we will continue to reach more and more people with our message about the importance of reading, particularly for our children and youth, and that we will keep improving the quality of what is available for children of all languages, in every country,” Sheikha Bodour added.
Patsy Aldana founded Groundwood Books in 1978 in response to the perceived lack of a children’s literary tradition in Canada. Incorporated into House of Anansi Press in 2005, Groundwood is committed to publishing books that feature representations of marginalized voices and experiences that are not often heard. She is also a member of the Order of Canada, and was recently named the 2011 recipient of the Ontario Library Association Les Fowlie Intellectual Freedom Award.
The International Board on Books for Young People is a non-profit organisation that represents an international network of people from all over the world who are committed to bringing books and children together. Founded on the belief that books can build bridges of understanding and peace between people, the organisation is now comprised of seventy-two National Sections worldwide, including in the UAE. The UAE’s National Section, which took effect on 1 January 2010, has representatives from each of the seven emirates to ensure country-wide coordination of activities to promote reading.
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