
“UNTIL I FEARED I would lose it, I never loved to read. One does not love 
breathing,” observes Scout in To Kill a Mockingbird. I read these words with a 
shock of recognition. I am reminded of them when I see my mother intently 

reading her beloved morning paper with a magnifying glass. I was reminded of them 
when listening to speakers at the TD National Reading Summit celebrating the power of 
reading for function and pleasure – the power of reading to make connections with our-
selves and with the world around us. 

As IBBY Canada President, I have had the privilege of working with a dedicated group of 
volunteers and our vital members across the country who believe in the power of story and 
children’s books to delight and to heal. At IBBY Executive meetings and Congresses, but 
more often through late-night emails, we have forged warm connections with each other, 
with other national sections, with the IBBY staff in Basel, and with other organizations. I am 
thrilled that our work with CODE is expanding and that more IBBY members will have an 
opportunity to participate on award juries and in writing workshops in Africa. 

As we approach our AGM, we can look back on a very full year. It was a year in which we 
recognized children’s books, their creators and their promoters at home through the presen-
tation of the Aubry and Cleaver awards and the selection of the next Russell Grant recipient. 
And it was a year in which we prepared international nominations for IBBY awards – the 
Andersen Awards, the Honour List and the Asahi Award – and for the Astrid Lindgren 
Memorial Award. 

It was a year in which we said good-bye and a big thank you to Carol-Ann Hoyte, Naseem 
Hrab, and Scott Robins. Huge thanks to Mary Kapusta, Pam Mountain, Deborah Palmer, 
and the incomparable Susan Shipton, who will be stepping down from the Executive. 
Susan joins our active, illustrious group of Past Presidents. We have welcomed Randi 
Robin, Meghan Howe and Kate Newman and have recruited equally talented people for our 
incoming slate of officers. I wish our incoming President, Patricia Ocampo, the very best of 
luck and know that, with your support, she will lead us with warmth, wisdom and humour.

To life, to reading, and all the connections they offer! 
– Brenda Halliday

President, IBBY Canada
president@ibby-canada.org

President’s Report

Reflections on reading and a 
fruitful year

Word on the Street
Marie-Louise Gay makes an appearance. 
➔	page 4

Workshop for Palestinian writers
Anne Laurel Carter on her visit to 
Ramallah. ➔	page 6

CANSCAIP Spotlight
Debbie Spring profiles Margriet Ruurs. 
➔	page 8

A community library in Goi, a Ghanaian fishing village. The library was built by the OSU Children’s 
Library Fund, IBBY  Canada’s nominee for the IBBY Asahi Award (see page 3).
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News Briefs: Canada

IBBY Canada at the 
National Reading Summit

IBBY CANADA IS proud to be an orga-
nizer of the inaugural TD National 
Reading Summit: Reading and 

Democracy that took place in Toronto 
from November 12-13, 2009. More than 

160 people gathered at the 
Royal Ontario Museum and 
another 15 or so registrants 
joined via webcam from 
Halifax to Victoria. 

The goal of the Summit 
was to start a movement 
across the country to create 

a national reading strategy. 
Discussions ranged from the role of reading 
in a civilized democracy to the importance 
of government support 
in creating a nation of 
readers, from babies 
to boys and from 
First Nations to new 
Canadians. 

The speakers, who 
came from across 
the globe, were truly 
superb. Acclaimed 
Brazilian author and scholar Ana Maria 
Machado made the distinction between 
reading and literacy and spoke eloquently 

about the imperative of creating a reading 
society in a technological world. Ingrid 
Bon of the Netherlands and Elisa Bonilla of 
Mexico shared their respective experiences 
of implementing programs to ensure that 
everyone is included in their country’s 
national reading strategy. IBBY President 
Patsy Aldana shared 
the success of IBBY’s 
Children in Crisis 
program in using books 
to reach troubled kids. 
The program was filled 
out with interesting 
panel discussions and 
speeches by such notable 
personalities as Professor 
David Booth of OISE and award-winning 
science fiction writer Cory Doctorow. 

At the end of the two-day conference, 
there was a palpable buzz in the room as 
next steps were discussed. Everyone was 
excited, inspired, and keen to keep the 
enthusiasm and momentum going for 
this incredibly important initiative. To 
view video of the speakers, send in your 
thoughts, or join the coalition:
➔	  www.nationalreadingsummit.ca. The 
next Summit is planned for Fall 2010.  

Susan Shipton and Brigitte Waisberg are 
colleagues at Annick Press. Susan is also Past 
President of IBBY Canada.

From the Editor

AS MY TERM as IBBY Canada’s 
Newsletter Editor comes to an 
end I am also exploring a new 

life out West. With my departure from 
Kids Can Press and my new position 
as Marketing Manager at Calgary’s 
WordFest I am exploring a new world 
of international authors and public 
and educational programming.

During this year’s Festival, which 
brings 13,000 readers in contact 
with over 65 authors from all over 
the world, I saw many memorable kid 
lit moments. From Mariatu Kamara’s 
amazing optimism and invaluable 
work for UNICEF following her tragic 
experiences as a child during Sierra 
Leone’s Civil War, to Tim Wynne-Jones’ 
jubilation and gratitude at his GG 
nomination, to Robert Arthur Alexie, 
former chief of the Tetlit Gwich’in of 
Fort McPherson, exploring the echoes 
of Canada’s residential school system 
in a room of students from various 
backgrounds.

I cannot thank the IBBY Canada 
Executive and IBBY’s members enough 
for expanding the breadth of my 
book knowledge and for continually 
inspiring me to fight for development, 
support and recognition of amazing 
programs and people around the world 
that nurture a child’s love of reading.

During my term I am proud of 
the IBBY Canada Style Sheet we 
created and the cohesiveness that 
our Executive brought to external 
communications. I am also proud of 
the IBBY Branding Subcommittee and 
the issues we explored. I sincerely 
hope that future Executive members 
can further this work and complete a 
re-branding of the IBBY Canada logo 
and messaging. My personal thanks to 
Brenda, Patricia, Susan and Deborah 
for their insight and assistance on so 
many projects. 

– Mary Kapusta
newsletter@ibby-canada.org

Ingrid Bon

Patsy Aldana

Ana Maria Machado

Meet IBBY Canada executives and 
other members!

PLEASE JOIN US for the next IBBY Canada Annual General Meeting on Saturday, 
February 27! This is your chance to meet your executive, including your regional 
councillor, and discuss all things IBBY.

We are excited to be convening at a new venue this year: the charming Runnymede 
Library at 2178 Bloor Street West, which is just two blocks east of the Runnymede 
subway station. There is a pay parking lot across the street (south side of Bloor Street), 
meter parking along Bloor, and limited free parking on Glendonwynne Road.

Coffee will be served at 9:30 am, and the meeting will commence at 10 am. A light 
lunch will follow. We’re eager to see you there!

– Patricia Ocampo
Vice-President

vicepresident@ibby-canada.org

mailto:newsletter@ibby-canada.org
http://www.nationalreadingsummit.ca
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IBBY Canada nominates 
OCLF for the Asahi Award

THE IBBY-ASAHI Reading Promotion 
Award was established in 1986 
during the IBBY Congress in 

Tokyo. The Asahi Shimbun Company 
sponsors the award, which is given bien-
nially to two groups or institutions whose 
outstanding activities are judged to be 
making a lasting contribution to reading 
promotion programmes for children and 
young people.

IBBY Canada has submitted for consid-
eration the OSU Children’s Library Fund 
(OCLF), a Canadian-based organization, 
started and run by Kathy Knowles, which 
raises funds to build, furnish and stock 
libraries in Ghana and West Africa.

Since 1991 it has built five libraries in 
Ghana – including the Nima Maamobi 
Community Learning Centre (pictured) 
– and helped initiate and stock 150 
smaller libraries. They also publish beau-
tiful photo-illustrated books depicting life 
in rural Africa as well as books for adult 
learners. OCLF also provides ongoing 
training for library staff.

All the proposals are now with 
jury members and the winner will be 

announced at the Bologna Children’s 
Book Fair on March 23, 2010, with the 
presentation being made at the IBBY 
Congress in Santiago de Compostela, 
Spain in September.

For more information on OCLF: 
➔	  www.osuchildrenslibraryfund.ca. 

– Merle Harris
Alberta Chair

alberta@ibby-canada.org

How IBBY Canada selects 
books for the 
IBBY Honour List

THE IBBY HONOUR LIST is a biennial 
selection of outstanding, recently 
published books, honouring 

writers, illustrators and translators from 
IBBY member countries. While it features 
titles that are among the best that each 
member country has to offer, there are 
other more unique criteria to be considered 
as well. Each IBBY national section is 
invited to submit books “considered to be 
characteristic of its country and suitable to 
be recommended by IBBY for publication 
in other languages.” 

Two committees, one English and one 

French, worked to come up with our choic-
es. Each English committee member came 
up with shortlists for the three different 
categories we were considering (English 
Text, Translation: French to English, and 
Illustration). We then spent several weeks 
debating our various choices via email until 
we reached a consensus on our selection 
for each category. The French committee 
very enthusiastically began reading and 
preparing to make their selections back 
in January (in the categories of French 
Text, Translation: English to French, and 
Illustration). We are sadly only allowed to 
nominate one book for illustration. The 
combined committee members voted on 
their choices, and the result was a selection 
that we are all very proud of!

We were delighted this year to learn that 
we are able to nominate books in languages 
other than English and French. Drawing 
upon the expertise of committee member 
Brianne Grant, and recruiting the assis-
tance of Patty Lawlor, we were very pleased 
to add a Native language title to our list of 
submissions.

And here is the final list of titles nomi-
nated by IBBY Canada for the 2010 IBBY 
Honour List Catalogue:

English text: Before Green Gables, by Budge 

Wilson

French text: Hush! Hush!, by Michel Noel 

Illustration: La Petite Rapporteuse de Mots, 

illustrated by Geneviève Côté and written 

by Danielle Simard

Translation English to French: L’Ombre de 

Malabron (The Shadow of Malabron), written 

by Thomas Wharton and translated by 

Dominique Fortier 

Translation French to English: Pieces of Me 

(La Liberté? Connais pas…), written by 

Charlotte Gingras and translated by Susan 

Ouriou 

Translation English to Dogrib: Yamoózha 

Eyıts’o Wets’èkeè Tsà  -  Yamozha and His 

Beaver Wife, by Vital Thomas and translated 

by Mary Siemens; illustrated by Archie 

Beaulieu  
– Lisa Doucet

Councillor-East
councilloreast@ibby-canada.orgThe Nima Community Learning Centre provides a quiet study area upstairs and space downstairs for 

cultural activities.

http://www.osuchildrenslibraryfund.ca
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Regional Reports

From the East

THE FALL WAS an 
eventful time for 
book lovers in our 

region. We began with 
September’s annual Word 
on the Street Festival. An 
undeniable highlight on 

the children’s stage was Marie-Louise Gay 
whose beloved Stella was celebrating her 
tenth birthday! A strong supporter of IBBY 
Canada, Marie-Louise later signed books 
for her adoring fans alongside the IBBY 
display.

October and November were chock-full 
of book launches for the likes of Steve 
Vernon, Vicki Grant, Jill MacLean and 
newcomer Kate Inglis. Vicki Grant also 
hosted a new event, her first-ever Kidlit 
Café during which she interviewed local 
favourite Sheree Fitch while a full house 
of attendees sipped lattes and sampled the 
Coburg Café’s delectable treats.

Canadian Children’s Book Week 
brought Jamie Bastedo to Nova Scotia’s 
shores. The Nova Scotia Children’s 
Literature Roundtable kicked off the week 
with a party/fundraiser, “Children’s Books 
to Feed the Mind.” The evening brought 
together a wide range of folks from our 
children’s literature community, many 
of whom were invited to read from their 
favourite Canadian children’s book, and 
book donations were collected for the 
Feed the Mind program, which collects 
books for distribution at various local fam-
ily resource centres. 

And finally, this fall also marked the 
closing of Granny Bates, the much-loved 
children’s bookstore in the heart of St. 
John’s, NL. Margie and Nora, you and 
your wonderful bookshop will be deeply 
missed! 

– Lisa Doucet
Councillor – East

councilloreast@ibby-canada.org

Du côté du Québec

L ’AUTOMNE 2009 fut riche en 
célébrations et cérémonies de 
toutes sortes! 

D’abord, le 17 septembre 2009, nous 
avons remis à  l’illustratrice québécoise 
d’origine française Christine Delezenne 
le prix IBBY Canada Elizabeth Mrazik-
Cleaver du meilleur livre illustré canadien 
pour l’album La clé (Éditions de l’Isatis). 
Madame Delezenne était accompagnée 
de l’auteure et éditrice de son livre, 
madame Angèle Delaunois. La cérémonie 
a eu lieu comme l’an dernier à la Grande 
Bibliothèque, à Montréal. Un merci tout 
spécial à Stéphane Bougie, chargé de 
gestion d’événements à Bibliothèque et 
Archives nationales du Québec, pour sa 
précieuse collaboration.

Comme il a été mentionné dans un 
précédent article, j’ai eu l’honneur de 
remettre à madame Charlotte Guérette 
le prix Aubry à Montréal, le 3 novembre 
dernier, lors de la cérémonie de remise du 
prix TD. 

Qui dit automne, dit aussi prix 
littéraires. Cette année, il semble qu’il y 
ait eut unanimité, puisque seuls quelques 
titres se sont partagés les honneurs. La 
nouvelle graphique Harvey (éditions La 
Pastèque) a raflé le prix du Gouverneur 
général pour le texte d’Hervé Bouchard, 
mais aussi les illustrations de Janice 
Nadeau. Du jamais vu! Nous sommes 

d’autant plus impressionnés que madame 
Nadeau a gagné le prix du Gouverneur 
Général pour la troisième fois cette année. 
Toujours aussi réjouissant, les membres 
du jury de la catégorie théâtre ont remis le 
prix du Gouverneur Général à une pièce 
jeune public, Le bruit des os qui craquent 
(Leméac), une œuvre de la dramaturge 
Suzanne Lebeau. Une autre marque de 
reconnaissance pour la grande qualité de 
la littérature jeunesse québécoise : Anne 
Villeneuve et son album Cher Traudi (Les 
400 coups) a gagné le prix Marcel-Couture 
du Salon du livre de Montréal, un honneur 
habituellement réservé à une œuvre pour 
adultes. Cher Traudi a aussi gagné le 
prestigieux prix TD du meilleur livre pour 
la jeunesse en français. Enfin, le roman 
de Charlotte Gingras, Ophélie (La courte 
échelle), livre objet magnifique grâce aux 
illustrations de Daniel Sylvestre, a renversé 
nombre de bibliothécaires québécois 
puisqu’il a reçu non seulement le prix des 
Bibliothèques de Montréal, mais aussi le 
prix Alvine-Bélisle, deux jurys composés 
exclusivement de bibliothécaires ! 

En attendant l’hiver, Lina Gordaneer, 
Brianne Grant et moi-même découvrons 
encore une fois cette année la multitude 
d’albums canadiens publiés en 2009 afin de 
découvrir celui à qui sera remis le prochain 
prix Mrazik-Cleaver. À suivre... 

– Pascale Grenier
Conseillère-Québec

conseillerquebec@ibby-canada.org

Venez rencontrer le conseil d’administration et les 
membres de IBBY Canada

NOUS VOUS INVITONS à vous joindre à nous lors de la prochaine assemblée générale 
annuelle de IBBY Canada, le samedi 27 février 2010.  Vous aurez la chance de 
rencontrer le conseil d’administration et les conseillers régionaux, et de discu-

ter avec eux de tout ce qui concerne IBBY.
Nous sommes contents d’inaugurer un nouveau lieu de rencontre pour notre 

assemblée de cette année : la bibliothèque Runnymede, au 2178 rue Bloor, Ouest, 
un endroit charmant situé deux rues à l’est de la station de métro Runnymede. Il est 
possible de stationner de l’autre côté de la rue, au sud de Bloor, mais ce stationnement 
est payant. Par contre, il y a des parcomètres sur la rue Bloor et du stationnement 
gratuit sur Glendonwynne Road.

Le café sera servi à 9 h 30 et l’assemblée débutera à 10 h. Un léger goûter suivra.
Nous avons hâte de vous rencontrer.

– Patricia Ocampo, Vice-Présidente
vicepresident@ibby-canada.org

mailto:councillorwest@ibby-canada.org
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Rapport de la présidente 

Réflexions sur la 
lecture et bilan d’une 
année fructueuse.

«TANT QUE 
je n’ai pas 
eu peur de 

ne plus pouvoir lire, 
je n’ai jamais aimé 
la lecture. Lire, c’est 
comme respirer. Est-
ce que quelqu’un aime 

respirer? » observait Scout dans To Kill a 
Mockingbird1. Une citation qui en dit long 
sur le trésor qu’est la capacité de lire. Ces 
mots me reviennent lorsque je regarde ma 
mère lire à la loupe son journal préféré 
du matin. Les mêmes mots me revenaient 
pendant que j’écoutais les conférenciers 
au Sommet national de la lecture TD, 
sommet qui célébrait la capacité de lire 
pour apprendre et pour le plaisir. La 
lecture nous permet de nous connecter 
au monde extérieur et à notre monde 
intérieur. 

En tant que présidente d’IBBY Canada, 
j’ai eu le privilège de travailler avec 
un groupe de bénévoles dévoués. Ces 
personnes qui viennent de toutes les 
provinces et régions du pays et qui croient 
que raconter des histoires aux enfants a 
non seulement le pouvoir de les distraire, 
mais aussi de soigner leurs petits et grands 
malheurs. Pendant nos réunions, congrès 
et surtout en échangeant des courriels de 
fin de soirée, nous avons tissé des liens 
chaleureux. Des liens importants entre 
nous, avec les sections nationales, avec le 
personnel de IBBY à Bâle en Suisse ainsi 
qu’avec d’autres organisations.   

Je suis heureuse d’apprendre que notre 
travail avec l’OCDE prend de l’expansion, 
que plusieurs autres membres de IBBY 
auront l’occasion de participer aux 
nombreux jurys et qu’ils pourront aussi 
participer à des ateliers en Afrique.

Notre assemblée générale approche à 
grands pas et je constate que nous avons 
eu une année fort occupée.

Nous avons remis les prix Aubry et 
Cleaver. Ces prix reconnaissent le travail 
des créateurs et de ceux qui font la 
promotion des livres pour la jeunesse. 
Nous avons aussi fait la sélection pour le 
prochain prix Russell Grant. Une année 
pendant laquelle nous avons préparé les 
nominations pour les prix internationaux 
de IBBY soit les prix Andersen, la liste 
d’honneur, le prix Asahi et le prix Astrid 
Lindgren.

Nous remercions sincèrement Carol-
Ann Hoyte, Naseem Hrab et Scott 
Robins pour leur travail avec nous. Un 
gros, un énorme merci à Mary Kapusta, 
Pam Mountain, Deborah Palmer et 
l’incomparable Susan Shipton pour leurs 
loyaux services. Elles nous quitteront lors 
de l’assemblée générale de février; Susan 
restera active comme ancienne présidente. 
Nous accueillerons avec joie Randi 
Robin, Meghan Howe et Kate Newman. 
Je souhaite à notre prochaine présidente 
Patricia Ocampo la meilleure des chances.

À la vie, à la lecture et aux multiples 
possibilités qu’elles ouvrent! 

– Brenda Halliday
Présidente

president@ibby-canada.org

1 Ne tirez pas sur l’oiseau moqueur de la 
romancière américaine Harper Lee, publié 
en 1960.

News Briefs: Canada

Remise du prix Aubry à 
Montréal

Charlotte Guérette, la récipiendaire 2008 
du prix Claude Aubry pour sa contribution 
remarquable en faveur de la littérature jeunesse.

C’EST PENDANT la cérémonie 
de remise du prix TD qui a 
eu lieu au Centre canadien 

d’architecture qu’IBBY-Canada a enfin 
pu remettre le prix Aubry à madame 
Charlotte Guérette, professeure retraitée 
de la faculté des sciences de l’éducation 
de l’Université Laval. Rappelons que 
madame Guérette a gagné ce prix ex-
aequo avec monsieur Dave Jenkinson 
de l’Université du Manitoba pour leur 
remarquable contribution en faveur de la 
littérature jeunesse. Nous souhaiterions 
encore une fois profiter de l’occasion 
qui nous est donnée pour remercier 
Chantal Vaillancourt, organisatrice de 
la cérémonie des prix TD, ainsi que la 
banque elle-même, d’avoir si gentiment 
accepté que le prix soit remis à madame 
Guérette lors de cette soirée de grande 
envergure. 

– Pascale Grenier
Conseillère-Québec

conseillerquebec@ibby-canada.org
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News Briefs: International

World Heritage Site hosts 
the 32nd IBBY World 
Congress

THE 32ND IBBY CONGRESS will be 
held September 8 – 12, 2010, in 
Santiago de Compostela, Spain, a 

UNESCO World Heritage Site. 
IBBY’s biennial congresses bring 

together IBBY members and like-minded 
people involved in children’s books 
and reading development from all over 
the world. There are panel discussions, 
seminars and workshops on the congress 
theme. This year’s theme is “The Strength 
of Minorities.”

Major international exhibits and 
presentations will also be featured, 
including the announcement of the Hans 
Christian Andersen Awards, the IBBY 
Honour List and the IBBY-Asahi Reading 
Promotion Award.

I will represent IBBY Canada at the 
upcoming Congress, and I hope to be 
joined by many IBBY Canada mem-
bers. IBBY International President and 
Publisher of Groundwood Books, Patsy 
Aldana, will also be in attendance. 

➔	 www.ibbycompostela2010.org. Those 
who register before April 30 receive a 10% 
discount.  

– Patricia Ocampo
Vice-President

vicepresident@ibby-canada.org

Friends of IBBY

Author shares her craft in Palestine

Author Anne Laurel Carter and workshop writers in Palestine.

IN JULY 2009 Anne Laurel Carter visited Ramallah to facilitate her fourth workshop 
with aspiring Palestinian writers from around the West Bank. This time she co-
facilitated with a talented colleague and friend, Sameh Abboushi, who translated 

and inspired throughout the four days.
All participants had to submit a piece of writing in order to attend. Student writ-

ing was workshopped – and hotly debated – every afternoon. Morning sessions were 
devoted to examining aspects of writing and began with a reading of an inspira-
tional picture book on a wide range of topics: regional politics as in The Composition 
by Antonio Scarmeta; friendship/betrayal as in Fox by Margaret Wild; and Canadian 
humour as in Scaredy Squirrel by Mélanie Watt.

Some participants have attended all of Anne’s workshops since February of 2005 
when IBBY Palestine President, Jehan Helou, first invited her to Ramallah. Modeling 
is a powerful method of teaching and they observed Anne’s process of researching 
and writing a novel about a Palestinian girl living under the occupation. Writing may 
begin with a story to tell but publication requires hard work and plenty of revision.

They were heartened by the warm North American reception of Anne’s novel about 
a Palestinian girl almost as much as Anne was inspired by their love of family and 
intense desire for peace and a country.

The Shepherd’s Granddaughter was launched at the new bookstore in Ramallah and 
Anne presented IBBY Palestine with a donation for the Children in Crisis Programme in 
Gaza. 

– Anne Laurel Carter

Anne Laurel Carter is a writer who lives with her family in Toronto.

http://www.ibbycompostela2010.org
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IBBY Canada et le Sommet 
national sur la lecture

IBBY CANADA EST fier de faire partie 
des organisateurs du premier Sommet 
national sur la lecture : lecture et 

démocratie, qui a eu lieu à Toronto les 
12 et 13 novembre 2009. Plus de 160 
personnes se sont réunies au Musée royal 
de l’Ontario, et une quinzaine d’autres, 
de Halifax à Victoria, se sont joints au 
sommet grâce à la webcam.

Le sommet visait à lancer un mouvement 

à travers le pays pour créer une stratégie 
nationale de lecture. Plusieurs sujets ont été 
discutés, allant du rôle de la lecture dans 
les démocraties civilisées à l’importance du 
soutien gouvernemental dans la création 
d’une nation de lecteurs, des tout-petits 
aux garçons et des Premières Nations aux 
Néo-Canadiens. Les conférenciers, venus 
du monde entier, ont été tout simplement 
extraordinaires.  L’auteure brésilienne 
Anna Marie Machado, dont l’érudition 
est reconnue mondialement, a expliqué 
la différence entre lecture et littératie, et 
souligné avec éloquence la nécessité de 

créer une société de lecteurs 
dans un monde où prime la 
technologie.

Ingrid Bon, des Pays-
Bas, et Elisa Bonilla, du 
Mexique, ont partagé leurs 
expériences respectives 

en matière d’implantation 
de programmes visant 

l’inclusion de tous et chacun dans la 
stratégie nationale de 
lecture de leur pays.

La présidente de 
IBBY, Patsy Aldana, 
a parlé du succès du 
programme IBBY pour 
les enfants vivant en 
situation de crise, qui 
utilise les livres pour 
atteindre les jeunes en 
difficulté. D’intéressantes tables rondes 
ont complété le programme, ainsi que des 
interventions par d’éminentes personnalités, 
comme le professeur David Booth, du 

Centre de recherche en 
éducation de l’Ontario, et 
l’auteur Cory Doctorow, 
lauréat d’un prix en science-
fiction.

À la fin de ces deux 
jours de rencontres, le 
bourdonnement dans la 
salle était palpable alors que 

la discussion portait sur les étapes à venir. 
Tous les participants 
étaient excités, inspirés 
et désireux de prolonger 
l’élan d’enthousiasme 
créé autour de cette 
importante initiative.

Si vous désirez 
visionner les vidéos des 
conférenciers, donner 
vos commentaires ou 
vous joindre à nous, visitez le site : 
➔	 www.nationalreadingsummit.ca. 
Le prochain sommet est prévu pour 
l’automne 2010.

Susan Shipton et Brigitte Waisberg sont des 
collègues chez Annick Press. Susan est aussi 
une ex- présidente de IBBY Canada.

Les amis de IBBY

Un auteur partage son talent 
en Palestine.

Photo ci-contre :  l’auteure Anne Laurel Carter pendant un atelier avec des auteurs en Palestine.

EN JUILLET 2009, Anne Laurel Carter s’est rendue à Ramallah pour son quatrième 
atelier de mentorat auprès d’auteurs en herbe palestiniens venant des environs 
de la Rive gauche du Jourdain. Cette fois, Sameh Abboushi, un talentueux ami et 

collègue, l’a épaulé dans son travail en lui servant de traducteur et en l’inspirant tout au 
long de ces quatre journées d’atelier.

Chaque participant devait soumettre un texte pour pouvoir s’inscrire aux ateliers. 
Chaque après-midi, les textes des étudiants étaient discutés en ateliers et suscitaient 
de vifs débats. Les matinées étaient consacrées aux différents aspects de l’écriture et 
commençaient par la lecture de livres d’images traitant d’un vaste éventail de sujets : 
la politique régionale dans La rédaction, de l’auteur Antonio Skarmeta ; l’amitié/
trahison, dans Fox, de Margaret Wild ; et l’humour canadien avec Frisson l’écureuil, de 
Mélanie Watt.

Certains participants ont assisté à tous les ateliers d’Anne depuis que Jehan 
Helou, le président de IBBY-Palestine, l’a invitée à Ramallah pour la première fois 
en février 2005. L’observation par les étudiants est une méthode d’enseignement 
très efficace et les auteurs en herbe ont observé les étapes de recherche et d’écriture 
d’Anne dans l’élaboration de son roman à propos d’une jeune Palestinienne vivant 
sous l’occupation. L’écriture commence peut-être par une histoire à raconter, mais la 
publication d’un livre exige énormément de travail de réécriture et de révision.

Ils ont été fortement réconfortés par le chaleureux accueil réservé à ce roman 
d’Anne qui raconte l’histoire d’une jeune Palestinienne, presque autant qu’Anne elle-
même a été inspirée par leur amour pour la famille, leur intense désir de paix et leur 
profonde aspiration à obtenir un pays.

Le lancement du livre The Shepherd’s Granddaughter a eu lieu à la nouvelle librairie 
de Ramallah et Anne en a profité pour présenter un don à IBBY-Palestine pour le 
programme des enfants vivant en situation de crise à Gaza. 

– Anne Laurel Carter

L’auteure Anne Laurel Carter habite Toronto avec sa famille.
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http://www.nationalreadingsummit.ca/fr/
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IN AUGUST, THE first winners of the Burt Award for African 
Literature were announced at the Reading for All Conference 
in Dar es Salaam, Tanzania. This Canadian-sponsored writing 

prize promotes the creation of high quality, easy-to-read young 
adult novels, by and for Tanzanians in English. These books 
are desperately needed by East African teens, who are abruptly 
switched from their mother tongue into English in secondary 
school. Mkama Mwijarubi took home the $12,000 (CAD) first prize 
for Treeland: the Land of Laughter, Asungushe B. Kayombo won 

the $6,000 second prize 
for The Best is Yet to Come, 
and Ambani A. Guyi won 
the $3,000 third prize for A 
Hero’s Magic. 

 Generously funded by 
retired Toronto business-
man William Burt, the 
award is organized by the 
Canadian non-profit CODE 
and its local partner, the 
Children’s Book Project 
(CBP). IBBY Canada was 

asked to appoint a Canadian to serve on the jury, and it was 
my great privilege to travel to Tanzania in April to fulfil that 
role. My fellow jury members were Mugyabuso Mlinzi Mulokozi 
and Lillian Osaki of the University of Dar es Salaam, Lipangala 
Minzi of Dar es Salaam University Press, Lillian Tindyebwa of 
the writing organization Femrite in Kampala, Uganda, and Pilli 
Dumea, Executive Director of the CBP. After the jury meetings 
concluded, I led a writing workshop for aspiring YA authors and 
visited a local school to research a story about the CBP that was 
published in chickaDEE Magazine’s November issue. 

I’m scribbling this just 
two days before returning 
to Tanzania in December 
to lead a week of writing 
workshops as well as a 
session for editors on 
publishing books for 
struggling readers. I’ll 
arrive with great Canadian 
YA books in my backpack 

and an intensive workshop programme created with my co-
facilitator, fellow jury member 
and now good friend Lillian 
Tindyebwa.

Soon IBBY Canada will 
announce the two lucky Canadian 
jury members who will be travel-
ling to Ghana and Ethiopia in 
2010-2011 when the Burt Award 
expands to those countries. I 
look forward to hearing about their 
adventures and working together 
to help improve IBBY Canada’s contribution to this exciting and 
important new initiative for African writers.  

– Hadley Dyer

Hadley Dyer is a writer, editor, and Past President of IBBY Canada.

Ester, a student at Miembeni 
Primary School

Pilli Dumea, author and director of the 
Children’s Book Project, and Abdullah 

Saiwaad, publisher of Read It Books, at a 
writing workshop.

Tanzania bound

Students at Miembeni Primary School in Dar es Salaam, which has benefited from Children’s Book Project programs.

Hadley Dyer at work
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CANSCAIP Spotlight: 
Margriet Ruurs

MARGRIET RUURS IS a member 
of CANSCAIP and is rejoining 
IBBY Canada. Her children’s 

books are internationally acclaimed. 
She has travelled the world promoting 
reading and has had 27 books published. 
The latest titles include In My Backyard 
(Tundra), My Librarian is a Camel and 
My School in the Rain Forest (Boyds Mills 
Press). My Librarian is a Camel was named 
a Notable Book for a Global Society by the 
International Reading Association.

– Debbie Spring
Liaison CANSCAIP

liaisoncanscaip@ibby-canada.org

D.S. Briefly list all of the places where you 
have lived.

M.R. All the places I have lived? And 
you said “briefly”?! Ha. I grew up in the 
Netherlands, spent a few years in Oregon 
and California when my husband went to 
university there. Then we immigrated to 
Canada and lived in Alberta, The Yukon 
and BC. We recently spent 5 years in 
Oregon but are now firmly settled on 
Salt Spring Island, BC, where I now run 
Between The Covers, a book lovers’ B & B 
(www.betweenthecoversbandb.com).  I’m 
never moving again: this was move #24!

D.S. How does your love of  nature influ-
ence your writing, including your first 
published book about chimps? 

M.R. My first book was published in the 
Netherlands where I worked in a primate 
centre, raising baby chimpanzees. The 
animals were amazing and I wanted to share 
what I learned about chimpanzees, with 
children through a book. Recently I met Jane 
Goodall at a Service Learning Conference 
where we both signed books. I was thrilled to 
find out that she remembered corresponding 
with me to try and find the right feedings for 
the chimps for which I was caring.

Since I am married to a park ranger, we 
have lived in many wild places, including 
the foot of the Continental Divide in the 

remote Kananaskis region of the Alberta 
Rockies. Most of our lives have been spent 
in parks so wildlife preservation, outdoor 
activities and my love of nature are bound 
to show up in my books. I hope to share the 
beauty of nature with children who live in 
cities. And I’d like them to be aware of what 
they can do to protect nature, to combat 
global warming, to recycle. 

 
D.S. Why do your books appeal to children 
of many different cultural backgrounds?

M.R. One of my publishers once said, 
“From the specific comes the universal.” So I 
hope that from my specific stories, children 
will recognize a universal experience.

Emma’s Eggs is a universal story of a silly 
chicken, of trying again when you can’t get 
something right. No matter where I read 
that book – in BC or in China, in Pakistan or 
in Nunavut – children always sympathize 
with Emma. Wake Up, Henry Rooster is a silly 
story about a teenage rooster who can’t get 
up at the crack of dawn. Kids know all about 
that, too. When I Go Camping is the universal 
story of all kids who love to go camping. My 
Librarian is a Camel and My School in the Rain 
Forest showcase children in many different 
countries, from many different cultural back-
grounds. It shows how a girl goes to school in 
Afghanistan, how children in India walk to 
school and how children in the Gobi Desert 
and in Lahore, Pakistan, get library books. I 
hope these books show that children have the 
same hopes and dreams, wherever they live. 

D.S. What was it like visiting a school 
in Nunavut compared to a school in the 
Okanagan?

M.R. I loved the opportunity to visit schools 
in Nunavut, thanks to Canadian Children’s 
Book Week. The Inuit children were eager, 
very interested in books and stories. In that 
respect they are similar to children any-
where. But it was so cool to get picked up by 
the principal on the back of a snowmobile 
... and to hear stories of how they went on a 
polar bear hunt just before I arrived. Adult 
English language learners were using A 
Mountain Alphabet to improve their English. 
The best part was that students in Iqaluit 
had a surprise for me. This was shortly after 
the earthquake in Pakistan. I had sent an 
email to all teachers on my email list asking 
for help for my book friends in Pakistan. 
The children in Iqaluit had collected books 
and teddy bears to send to children in the 
earthquake zone. I cried when I saw that. 
It was the best illustration of how children 
can help each other and be friends through 
books.

 
D.S. How did your visit to Burma inspire 
you to keep writing?

M.R. I was very fortunate to be invited to an 
international school in Myanmar (Burma). 
I had written about a girl who goes to 
school in a monastery in that country, never 
dreaming I would be able to visit. I did not 
dare look for the girl lest I might put her in 
danger. But I was able to travel throughout 
the country and bring books and school 
supplies to many children. The interna-
tional school publishes children’s picture 
books of retold Burmese legends, written 
and illustrated by their students. They then 
hand the books out to children around the 
country. I’m hoping to find sponsors to 
make more print runs possible! It’s amazing 
to see how reading and books can make 
a huge difference in the life of a child. It 
definitely inspired me to share stories with 
children around the world.

 
D.S. Describe your picture book My School 
in the Rain Forest, published by Boyds Mills 
Press, and how it speaks to children around 
the world.

M.R. I live on Salt Spring Island, which has 
the only high school on the Gulf Islands. 
Students come here by school boat. It’s 



I B B Y  C A N A D A  N E W S L E T T E R

10

called (get this!) The Scholar Ship. I love it. 
The United Nations’ Declaration of Human 
Rights states that “everyone has the right 
to education.” However, children around 
the world go to school under very different 
circumstances. I talked to Greg Mortensen 
who is building schools in Pakistan and 
Afghanistan. I collected stories and photos 
from teachers, children, and parents around 
the world to show children that a school 
can be on a boat or under a tree. Charlie, in 
the heart of Australia, talks to his teacher 
via radio waves but meets her only once 
a year. Ruairidh attends a boys’ boarding 
school in a medieval castle in Scotland. My 
neighbours in Oregon were being home 
schooled. The book is a collage of stories 
and photos highlighting a child’s school day 
in different countries.

D.S. How do you tackle issues about the 
environment?

M.R. The environment can be a huge issue 
for children. They know about global 
warming. It can be a scary issue so I believe 
that books need to show them the truth 
but also guide them, give them courage 
and make them feel empowered to make a 
difference. In my early reader, Logan’s Lake 
(Penumbra Press), Logan is worried about 
a developer who wants to build a hotel on 
the shores of “his” Yukon lake. Logan learns 
about wildlife and takes action, involving 
his town and creating awareness. In the 
book, I didn’t feel it realistic to have the 
developer call off all plans. But he does 
come to realize the importance of protecting 
the lake and preserving it to serve both the 
environment and sustainable tourism. 

In my book In My Backyard (Tundra), 
I show kids which animals they can spot 
even in urban areas and how they can attract 
birds and butterflies by planting certain 
shrubs, how they can compost and be envi-
ronmentally friendly.

D.S.  You are presently doing research for 
a book for teachers on using picture books 
with older students. Why do you think that 
there is a need for this type of book?

M.R. I believe picture books are an incred-
ible but neglected resource for teachers of 

older students. Many picture books are not 
for little kids. They contain a wealth of infor-
mation and form a genre that can be used, 
not only for reading, but also to inform and 
to stimulate writing. Books like In The Night 
Kitchen by Maurice Sendak and Yertle the 
Turtle by Dr. Seuss are not for little children 
but can form the basis of great teaching and 
discussions in high school. ESL students 
can greatly benefit from picture books 
when they are being used properly in higher 
grades.

D.S.  How do you promote reading?

M.R. When I speak in schools I emphasize 
the important of reading. I always encour-
age kids to turn off the TV and to read. I 
always start an author talk by asking what 
they are reading. Not only does this give 
me an insight into the kind of books they 
are reading, but it makes me feel good to 
know that many kids are still devouring 
books! Through my slide shows I encourage 
them to be writers. I show them how much 
research writers need to do and how much 
writing is really rewriting. I encourage them 
to look around and to write about what 
they know, see and do. That’s what I do, 
too. I write about the places I live (Me & 
Martha Black is a novel about the Klondike 
Goldrush and the Yukon where I used to 

live; I really had chickens when I wrote 
Emma’s Eggs).

D.S. What has  IBBY got to do with you rid-
ing a camel in the Gobi Desert?

M.R. I am going to rejoin IBBY Canada! I 
was a member of USBBY for the past several 
years because I lived in the US, but I used to 
serve as a board member for IBBY Canada. 
I’d love to do that again! IBBY has been a 
huge influence in my life. I am always telling 
teachers what IBBY’s mandate is and urging 
them to join.

I have attended several World 
Congresses. Through My Librarian is a 
Camel I made friends with a writer in 
Mongolia who runs a unique mobile library 
in the Gobi Desert. He also publishes 
Mongolian tales. He felt very isolated from 
other writers. I urged him to form IBBY 
Mongolia, which he did. He subsequently 
was awarded the Asahi Award for his 
mobile library. I met him in person at the 
Congress in Macau, China. And now I have 
just been invited to speak at the interna-
tional school in Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia. So 
I will actually be staying with him and his 
family and he plans on taking me into the 
Gobi with his camel library! I can’t wait!  
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Keep current with 
IBBY Canada’s 

website!
IBBY Canada posts news items, press releases, and notices for 
award submissions at www.ibby-canada.org. The site provides 
our members with a forum to keep up to date on current events 
and activities related to IBBY and the world of books, authors 
and children’s and young adult literature. You will find posts 
on award events, author readings, book fairs and much, much 
more. Enjoy photos of events such as the IBBY Congress, AGM, 
and fundraising activities. 

This year we will be revamping our site to make it more 
current and inviting for new and loyal members alike.

— Patricia Ocampo
Vice-President

vicepresident@ibby-canada.org

www.ibby-canada.org

A good friend relaxing at 
Gombe Stream National Park. 

See Hadley Dyer’s article on Tanzania, page 7.


