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Biography
Siobhán Parkinson
Siobhán Parkinson grew up in various parts of Ireland but has lived all her adult life in
Dublin. She studied English and German at Trinity College Dublin in the 1970s and
followed her primary degree with a PhD. She has worked in academic publishing,
educational publishing, software, an organisation supporting homeless people and
various commercial publishing companies as a writer and editor. She was joint editor of
Bookbird for some years in the early 2000s, and before that was editor of Inis, the
Children’s Books Ireland magazine. She is also a translator of children’s books, from
German, and is and is currently publisher at Little Island Books, a children’s publishing
company she founded in 2010.
She is best known as a writer for children (though she has also written novels for adults),
and has won numerous awards foro her books; several of her titles have been IBBY
Honour Books. She writes mostly in English but also occasioally in Irish (Gaelic). Her
books have been translated into dozens of languges, including most recenlty Japanese
and Brazilian Portuguese. Her most recent book for children is Miraculous Miranda.
She was Ireland’s first Laureate for Children’s Literature (2010-12) and during her term
of office she worked to bring Irish children’s literature to the world and books from other
cultures to Ireland. She instigated the Laureate Summit, a biennial meeting of children’s
laureates and reading abassadors from around the world at the Bologna Children’s Book
Fair.
She visits schools and especially enjoys working with children on their writing.
She lives in Dublin with her husband, who is an artist. They have one son and a baby
grandson.

Statement
Siobhán Parkinson made her debut as an author with a picturebook for young children
entitled All Shining in the Spring. A forthright yet gentle account of the death of a new
baby at birth, it signalled what has become a hallmark of Parkinson’s fiction – her
ability to handle serious themes with an exquisite lightness of touch and deep respect
for the emotional intelligence of young people. She has written over twenty-five books,
including historical and contemporary realist fiction, ranging from young adult novels
to stories for younger readers. Her work is characterised by social and psychological
realism infused with warmth, wit, humanity and a sense of playfulness particularly
evident in her experimentation with form. Her historical novels (Amelia, No Peace for
Amelia and Kate), set in times leading up to and after the foundation of the Irish state,
feature strong female protagonists whose personal stories foreground perspectives that
were formerly marginalised and contest the notion of any hegemonic narrative of
nation. While her work is socially conscious, addressing with nuance and complexity
important themes such as youth homelessness (in Breaking the Wishbone), domestic
violence and family break-up (in Bruised and The Moon King), the plight of asylum
seekers (in The Love Bean), at the centre of all her novels are the rich interior lives of
her characters, superbly rendered through her clever use of form. In many of
Parkinson’s novels, storying is central to young characters’ growing understanding of
themselves and of the world around them. Metafictional techniques (for example, in
Bruised and Second Fiddle) and intertextuality (in Four Kids Three Cats Two Cows One
Witch (Maybe), Sisters- No Way!, Blue Like Friday and The Love Bean) draw attention
to the construction of narrative and the interconnectedness of stories, creating layers of
meaning that reward multiple re-readings and require consideration of different
perspectives. Parkinson writes in both Irish and English languages and has also
translated books from other languages. She has won numerous awards for her work,
including the White Raven Award three times (for No Peace for Amelia, Kate and Four
Kids Three Cats Two Cows One Witch (Maybe). Something Invisible and The Moon
King were selected as IBBY Honour Books. Parkinson served as Ireland’s first Children’s
Laureate from 2010 to 2012 and since 2010 has been a publisher of high-quality
children’s books with Little Island Publishing. The breadth of genres, variety of form,
and range of voices in Parkinson’s fiction, as well as her facility with languages, attest
to her versatility as an author of calibre who illuminates life in its many dimensions and
stretches boundaries in children’s literature.
Ciara Ní Bhroin
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