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matters other than to live a long life” has prevailed. 

Since 2010, Yi Hyeon’s works have featured strong, powerful female characters 

in forceful, consciously crafted story arcs. Criticizing the male character bias in 

Korean children’s books, Yi Hyeon presented her works with female characters as 

their main protagonists. The Seventh Arrow (Munhakdongne Publishing Group, 

2017), Very Small Kid (Human Kids Publishing Company, 2018), and Fighters of 

Legend (Changbi Publishers, 2019) are all based on mythical contexts or motifs, but 

the experience of participating in a hero’s destiny or adventure, which is typically 

enjoyed by boys, has been given to young girls instead. In Very Small Kid, the kid’s 

gender is only revealed at the end of the story, almost like a twist. “You thought 

the kid was a boy? Why? When there was no mention that he was?” asks the 

author, as if challenging the reader to ask herself why she assumed this kid, whose 

parents begged the Mountain God for three long years to have, and who bravely 

restored their village by outsmarting a group of thieves, was a boy, and not a girl. 

The recently published The Secret of Yeondong-dong (Changbi Publishers, 2020) 

is also a book presented in a feminist point of view, describing the adventures of a 

passionate little girl who solves mysterious attacks on animals and women. 

What is truly extraordinary are Yi Hyeon’s Wanini the Green Lioness series 

(Changbi Publishers, book 1 2015, book 2 2019). In these books, Yi Hyeon imagined 

the brave lioness Wanini, based on the ecological characteristics of lions, and wrote 

a charming female adventure narrative without attempting to artificially reorient 

traditional gender roles. Wanini is a “weak, small lion, who will never amount to a 

true hunter, a useless little creature” who nevertheless develops into an amazing 























elements of Korean society can be found in these tales. In a world divided into the sky 

city and the earth city, and further subdivided into the classes of Alpha, Beta, Gamma, 

and Delta, the “torches” and the robots who seek ultimate freedom read as an allegory 

about the realities and dreams of our own children. -Kim Jin-gyeong (poet, children’s book 

author)

This series describes the lives and destinies of artificially intelligent robots; but what it 

really aims to tell is a story about the dreams of humanity. The themes of conspiracies, 

betrayal, trust, love, choices, and responsibility that are manifested as humans and 

robots clash, serve to reflect the world of humans. Through this futuristic world, the 

author is really forcing us to look back on our choices. -Won Jong-chan (critic, professor 

of Korean literature at Inha University)

This is an excellent imaginative piece about robots that have been made to serve 

humans, and attempt to transform the lives of those same humans. It’s a masterpiece 

that will serve as a milestone in young adult SF fiction.-From the Judges’ Statement of 

the 2012 Changwon Children’s Literature Award 









This is a story about baseball, but it’s so much more than that. It is the story of young 

boys who must confront their limitations and face the fact that they might not become 

the best at what they do. Play Ball  tells the story of teenagers who are just old enough 

to understand that they are not invincible. Yi Hyeon is a writer who gives voice to 

teenagers. Her portrayal of the despair and the conflicts experienced by these youth, 

who are more men than they are boys, is convincing and realistic. She is superb at 

describing the game of baseball and of life in general. When Dong-gu stays on the 

mound although he knows he’s bound to lose the game, his coach says, “You have to 

learn how to lose well. Everyone knows how to win. But in baseball, it’s all about losing. 

You have to know how to lose well. Life isn’t a tournament. It’s a league.” The way to 

adulthood is paved with lessons all telling us that life isn’t about winning, but rather 

about knowing how to lose. However, no one knows what’s going to happen next. Just 

as it’s not over till it’s over with baseball, so is it true of life. -Han Mi-hwa (columnist)





Children are more readily accepting of stories about creatures besides than humans. 

They see Wanini as themselves, not as the other. Our children, who have grown up 

within a safety net built with numerous safeguards and fences that their families and 

society have created, see Wanini and her pride survive in the wild and feel a sense 

of triumph. The reason the Wanini series is so well received by elementary school 

children, especially in their “one book a semester” reading plans, is not surprising. As 

the modern notion that humans are superior to other species starts to fade, there has 

been a demand to pursue coexistence between humans and non-humans. As there are 

more discussions on the rights of minorities, animals, and yes, children, I hope that we 

will see more of these books that challenge us to understand the other and escape the 

confines of a human-centric worldview. -Lee Pong (children’s book author)








































