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1. Biographical Information on the Candidate 

 

Tohby Riddle (1965-) was raised in Sydney, and his early years were spent at a Steiner school. 

After school he completed a BA in Visual Arts at the Sydney College of the Arts (1985) and then 

worked as a mailing clerk (1986–7) at what was then Pan Books Australia. After leaving that job, 

and creating his first picture book, he then studied architecture from 1989–91, attaining a 

Bachelor of Science, Architecture, at the University of Sydney (1991). In 1989 Riddle began 

writing and illustrating picture books, which have since been published in several countries. 

Riddle has also contributed cartoons to Good Weekend and The Sydney Morning Herald. A 

selection of his cartoons was published in What’s the Big Idea? (Penguin Viking, 2003). 

Riddle’s articles, illustrations and various writings have appeared in the NSW School 

Magazine, where he has been an occasional member of the editorial staff, and was also editor 

for a time.  

He has visited schools to talk about his work, and has expressed a belief that the picture book 

medium offers great opportunities for storytelling aimed at people of all ages. Riddle has also 

made appearances at several events including the Melbourne and Sydney Writers’ Festivals. 

His works include award-winning picture books, non-fiction and fiction for junior readers, 

television adaptations and a YA novel. His short stories have been anthologised in a number 

of collections.  

He has won and been shortlisted for many awards including: 1996 Winner of the IBBY 

Australia) Ena Noël Award  for The Tip at the End of the Street (1996);  2001 Joint Winner 

of the Wilderness Society of Australia Environment Award (Picture Books Category) for The 

Singing Hat (2000); 2009 Winner Australian Publishers Association Design Awards Best 

Designed Picture Book Award for Nobody Owns the Moon (2008); 2009 Winner NSW 

Premier’s Literary Awards, Patricia Wrightson Prize for Children’s Literature for The Word 

Spy (with Ursula Dubosarsky) (2008); and 2011 Winner Children’s Book Council of 

Australia (CBCA) Book of the Year: Older Readers Award for The Return of the Word Spy 

(with Ursula Dubosarsky) (2010).  In 2016, The Greatest Gatsby: A Visual Book of Grammar 

was shortlisted for a Prime Minister’s Literary Award (Children’s Fiction) and was included 

on the International Youth Library’s White Ravens list. 

 

His work on Ursula Dubosarsky’s award-winning titles resulted in his being one of the two 

illustrators of the calendar poster and materials celebrating her term as Australian Children’s 

Laureate (2020–21).  

 

Tohby Riddle is a consummate artist. His unequivocal achievement is to expect nothing less 

than the very best from both himself and from his readers. His intertextual art is complex, 

engrossing and highly literate.  

 

He is an outstanding nominee for the Hans Christian Andersen Award for Illustration 2022.  

 

 

[See also 5. Awards and Other Distinctions, p 11.]  

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ursula_Dubosarsky
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ursula_Dubosarsky
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2. Portrait Photograph of the Candidate 

[See copy in Appendix C. USB contained in dossier.]  
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3. Statement of Candidate’s Contribution  

             ‘Great picture books are rare. For good reason. To define their qualities, perhaps 

one could start with what they are not. They are not fashionable, because, while fashions 

come and go, their appeal remains constant. They are not imitative. They are not literal or 

prosaic. They are not cynical or clever. Their precise meanings are not easily grasped, but 

they are always meaningful. They are not easily forgotten.’ (Riddle in Paterson, Allison ‘Ten 

years on Allison Paterson Revisits a Modern Classic Nobody Owns the Moon’ Magpies, 

Volume 34, Issue 2, May 2019, p 8.)  

 

              Tohby Riddle’s extraordinary work is distinguished by a number of features:  

 
• Integrity as a fine artist in the picture book format:  

‘A decade has passed since the acclaimed picture book Nobody Owns the Moon burst into 

the universe of children’s literature and rapidly became a star. Widely recognised as being 

one of Australia’s most valued and important titles, author and illustrator Tohby Riddle 

successfully held fast to his own definition of what a great picture book is not, to create an 

artful, thought-provoking and memorable title.’ (Paterson 2019, p 8.) “Nobody Owns the 

Moon is a standout classic for all ages, a masterly tale of friendship and dignity that fits 

perfectly into any hand, paw or hoof.” (Shaun Tan, quoted Berbay Publishing 

<https://www.berbaybooks.com/product/nobody-owns-the-moon>) 
 

• Ambitious artistic aims:  

‘While maintaining simplicity, I like to be ambitious with meaning. I seek to write stories that 

don’t so much state a meaning but rather attract meanings – that can flutter and wheel around 

the story like moths around a lamp.’  (Riddle, Tohby ‘Background to … The Great Escape 

from City Zoo’ Magpies, Vol 12, No 3, July 1997, pp 22–23.)  

 

• Metafiction, postmodernism and intertextuality are evident in his body of work:  
Ideas stemming from everyday inspiration spin out into a complex revisioning of the world 

around us. ‘In The Great Escape devices such as mise en abyme (Ed. a mirroring device), 

intertextuality, challenging the authorial role, parodic and ironic forms, indeterminacy and 

indefinite closure are used as a combination of expressive techniques that in sum playfully 

expose the socio-cultural construction of reality.’ (McMillan, Cheryl ‘Metafiction and 

Humour in 'The Great Escape from City Zoo’ Papers: Explorations into Children's 

Literature, Vol 10, No 2, August 2000, p 7) Riddle enjoys making ‘gentle mockery of the 

authorial role’ (McMillan 2000, p 9) in this text as well.  
 

• A sense of ‘iconoclasm’: (Macintyre, Pam ‘The Tightrope of Ambiguity: a 

Conversation with Tohby Riddle’ Viewpoint, Vol 9, No 1, Autumn 2001, p 23) is also 

evident in his intellectually challenging works:  

He challenges the received notions that we’ve come to accept about aspects of our lives.  

 

• Cartoon and parodic humour as political and social commentary:  

His works are, like the best of cartoons, embedded with both overt and obscure meanings.  

 

• Observation of popular culture and the eccentricities of the world are expressed 

in his quirky visual texts using interesting artefacts:  

‘… popular culture is so persuasive and all around us that I wanted to play on those images, 

to use legendary images that lend a quality to Great Escape from City Zoo. And I like to 

https://www.austlit.edu.au/austlit/page/C450566
https://www.austlit.edu.au/austlit/page/C450566
https://www.austlit.edu.au/austlit/page/C450562
https://www.austlit.edu.au/austlit/page/C450562
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make connections with the past. There are a lot of good things about the past that get 

jettisoned in the rush for the novel.’ (Riddle in Macintyre 2001, p 23.) 

   

• Philosophical sophistication in concepts:   
On Unforgotten, it has been written that ‘This extraordinary illustrated work is about not 

forgetting — about being aware of others, and ensuring that they are noticed and 

remembered, either in our own time, or in the eras which come after us. It contains a never-

ending and cyclical story of falling and rising, destruction and rebuilding, loss and renewal. 

It’s about opposites – dark and light, despair and hope, doubt and faith, compassion and 

alienation. It’s about the ties that bind us to each other. Tohby Riddle has created a visual 

feast that depicts the awesome chaos of the universe and a panorama of city life which is 

gritty and unforgiving, but also mesmerising and strangely beautiful. Using photographic 

collage and his skilful drawing, he imagines a landscape of both immense beauty and 

potential destruction …Communication, or a lack of communication or engagement with 

others, lies at the heart of this work.’ (Sheahan-Bright, Robyn ‘Teachers Notes’ Allen & 

Unwin, 2012.)   
 

• ‘Disguise and things not being as they seem is a central idea in his work.’ 

(Macintyre 2001, p 23):  

Like his character, Irving, he is a magician who, with sleight of hand, often tricks his readers, 

and invites them into complex guessing games. 

 

• His achievements include not only creating iconic picture books but also 

inventive non-fiction for older readers:   

The Word Spy (2008) and The Return of the Word Spy (2010), written by Ursula 

Dubosarsky, were immediate classics as was The Greatest Gatsby: A Visual Book of 

Grammar (2015). They introduce readers to grammar in a thoroughly engrossing and 

stimulatingly visual way.  
 

 

• He has the ability to really speak to, and for, children:  

‘My concerns as a picture book creator are based on the premise that one can never 

overestimate the natural intelligence of children. I target this intelligence with ideas that I 

hope neither patronize nor moralize, but stimulate the child’s mind. In Careful with That 

Ball, Eugene!, I was drawing very much on my own childhood experiences. My friend next 

door and I used to spend endless days playing games that involved kicking or throwing a 

ball and inevitably the ball would get out of control. I particularly remember how scary my 

friend’s father was and seriously thought that if he ever caught us breaking something with 

the ball an inconceivably horrible fate would await us. Such childhood fears are incredibly 

real in a child’s rich, unfettered imagination, and in a sense, this book pays homage to those 

fears.’<https://biography.jrank.org/pages/605/Riddle-Tohby-1965.html#ixzz6aEuyF08V> 

 

Conclusion: What Tohby Riddle brings to his uniquely layered and perfectly calibrated 

illustrative art is utter integrity, brilliant wit, complex ideas, intellectual rigour and an ability 

to witness the world with a willingness to question and to challenge orthodoxies.   

https://biography.jrank.org/pages/605/Riddle-Tohby-1965.html#ixzz6aEuyF08V
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4. Essays, Interviews or Articles:  
 

This dossier contains copies of the following two articles in Appendix A: 

 

Roy, James ‘Know the Author/Illustrator: Tohby Riddle’ Magpies, Vol 24, No 4, September 

2009, pp 8–11. 

 

Hurst, Miriam ‘Tohby Riddle: The Moon, Donkeys & Hairy Men’ The Sapling ,April 2,  

2019.  

<https://www.thesapling.co.nz/single-post/2019/04/02/Tohby-Riddle-Moons-Donkeys- 

Australian-Legends> 

 

Other Biographical and Critical Sources Include:  

 

‘Behind the Studio Door: Tohby Riddle’ Books Illustrated  

<https://mailchi.mp/booksillustrated/behind-the-studio-door-patricia-mullins-

792081?e=2f40f0668e&fbclid=IwAR3jWxqIGop9Je-

LlsbeBuepLpuWasYvMhXJH4iugw0ziJdyqQGgnBcpyHo> 

  

‘Children’s Author and Illustrator Tohby Riddle: The Writers Studio’ Tristan Bancks 

<https://www.tristanbancks.com/2011/09/childrens-author-illustrator-tohby.html>  

 

Entry in 1001 Children’s Books You Must Read Before You Grow Up General Editor: Julia 

Eccleshare. Preface by Quentin Blake Sydney: ABC Books 2009; Cassell Illustrated, London, 

2009, p 361 (featuring The Great Escape from City Zoo). 

Entry in O’Conor, Juliet Bottersnikes and Other Lost Things: a Celebration of Australian 

Illustrated Children’s Books Carlton, Vic: The Meigunyah Press (imprint of Melbourne 

University Press), published in association with State Library of Victoria, 2009, pp 164–165 

(featuring The Great Escape from City Zoo). 

Entry in Symbols of Australia: Uncovering the Stories Behind Australia’s Best-Loved 

Symbols edited by Melissa Harper and Richard White. National Museum of Australia Press, 

2010, p ? 

Lowe, Virginia ‘Things That Just Don’t Belong : ‘The Singing Hat’ and ‘The Lost 

Thing’’ Viewpoint: On Books for Young Adults, Vol 8, No 4, Summer 2000, pp 22–23.  

 

Macintyre, Pam ‘The Tightrope of Ambiguity: a Conversation with Tohby Riddle’ 

Viewpoint: On Books for Young Adults, Vol 9, No 1, Autumn 2001, p 23.  

 

Mallan, Kerry ‘Trash Aesthetics and Utopian Memory: The Tip at the End of the Street and 

The Lost Thing’ Bookbird, Vol 43, No 1, 2005, pp 28–34. 

 

Morris, Linda ‘Tohby Riddle’ The Sydney Morning Herald, 8–9 January 2011, pp 30–31. 

 

McMillan, Cheryl ‘Metafiction and Humour in The Great Escape from City Zoo Papers : 

Explorations into Children’s Literature, Vol 10, No 2, August 2000, pp 5–11. 

 

https://www.thesapling.co.nz/single-post/2019/04/02/Tohby-Riddle-Moons-Donkeys-
https://www-austlit-edu-au.rp.nla.gov.au/austlit/page/C438721
https://www-austlit-edu-au.rp.nla.gov.au/austlit/page/C438721
https://www-austlit-edu-au.rp.nla.gov.au/austlit/page/C438615
https://www-austlit-edu-au.rp.nla.gov.au/austlit/page/C438615
https://www-austlit-edu-au.rp.nla.gov.au/austlit/page/C670253
https://www-austlit-edu-au.rp.nla.gov.au/austlit/page/C670253
https://www-austlit-edu-au.rp.nla.gov.au/austlit/page/C670251
https://www.austlit.edu.au/austlit/page/C450566
https://www.austlit.edu.au/austlit/page/C450562
https://www.austlit.edu.au/austlit/page/C450562
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Robinson, Nicola ‘Anxious Freedoms’ Australian Book Review, No 193, August 1997, 

pp 62–63. [Review of The Two Bullies Isao Morimoto (translator) and The Great Escape 

from City Zoo Tohby Riddle.] 

 

Sheahan-Bright, Robyn ‘Teachers Notes on Unforgotten’ Allen & Unwin, 2012.  

<https://www.allenandunwin.com/browse/books/childrens/picture-books/Unforgotten-

Tohby-Riddle-9781742379722> 

 

Steger, Jason ‘Bookmarks: Tohby Riddle and the Murakami mystery’ The Sydney Morning 

Herald, January 15, 2019.  

<https://www.smh.com.au/entertainment/books/bookmarks-tohby-riddle-and-the-murakami- 

mystery-20190115-h1a2o9.html> 
 

Steger, Jason ‘Every Picture Tells a Story’ The Sunday Age, 3 December 2000, p 10. 

 

‘Tohby Riddle (1965-)’ Biography JRank.org. 

<https://biography.jrank.org/pages/605/Riddle-Tohby-1965.html>  

‘Tohby Riddle’ Chapter 13 in Rafidi, Mark Standing on the Shoulders of Giants: Insights 

from Australia’s great picture book authors and illustrators Ulladulla, NSW: Shore Drift, 

2013, pp 107–115.  

Tohby Riddle website  

<http://www.tohby.com/> 

 

‘Tohby Riddle’ Wikipedia 

<https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/> 

 

‘Tohby Riddle’ AustLit 

<https://www.austlit.edu.au/austlit/page/A41510> 

 

Reviews: 

  

Coates, Bronte ‘Tohby Riddle’s Yahoo Creek’ Books and Publishing 30 October 2018.  

<https://www.booksandpublishing.com.au/articles/2018/10/30/118021/yahoo-creek-tohby-

riddle-au/Yahoo Creek>  

 

Mayor-Cox, Sarah ‘[Review] Unforgotten’ Viewpoint: On Books for Young Adults, Vol 20, 

No 4, Summer 2012, pp 16–17. 

 

McCartney, Tania ‘Review: Unforgotten’ Kids Book Review, 10 September 2012   

              <http://www.kids-bookreview.com/2012/09/review-unforgotten.html> 

               

‘Review: The Great Escape from City Zoo’ Publishers Weekly, September 20, 1999, p 87. 

<https://www.publishersweekly.com/9780374327767> 

 

Linning, Lyn ‘[Review]: Dubosarsky, Ursula:  The Word Spy Ill. Tohby Riddle’ Magpies, 

Vol 23, No1, March 2008, p 34. 

 

https://www-austlit-edu-au.rp.nla.gov.au/austlit/page/C282294
https://www-austlit-edu-au.rp.nla.gov.au/austlit/page/C390461
https://www-austlit-edu-au.rp.nla.gov.au/austlit/page/C318373
https://www-austlit-edu-au.rp.nla.gov.au/austlit/page/C318373
https://www.smh.com.au/entertainment/books/bookmarks-tohby-riddle-and-the-murakami-
https://www.austlit.edu.au/austlit/page/C400531
https://www.austlit.edu.au/austlit/page/C400530
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
https://www.austlit.edu.au/austlit/page/A41510
https://www-austlit-edu-au.rp.nla.gov.au/austlit/page/C844645
https://www-austlit-edu-au.rp.nla.gov.au/austlit/page/C844615
http://www.kids-bookreview.com/2012/09/review-unforgotten.html
https://www.publishersweekly.com/9780374327767
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‘Review: The Greatest Gatsby: A Visual Book of Grammar, by Tohby Riddle.’ JCU Library 

News, January 13, 2016. 

<https://jculibrarynews.blogspot.com/2016/01/book-review-greatest-gatsby-by-

tohby.html?m=0> 

 

Steinberger, Kevin ‘Review: Dubosarsky, Ursula: The Return of the Word Spy Ill. Tohby 

Riddle’ Magpies, Vol 25, No 2, May 2010, p 23. 

 

Steinberger, Kevin ‘Review: Riddle, Tohby The Greatest Gatsby: A Visual Book of 

Grammar’ Magpies, Vol 30, No 2, May 2015, p 22. 

 

Steinberger, Kevin ‘Cover Book The Tip at the End of the Street by Tohby Riddle’ Magpies, 

Vol 11, No 3, July 1996, p 8. 

 

Steinberger, Kevin ‘(Takes a look at… Tohby Riddle’s The Singing Hat)’ Magpies, Vol 15, 

No 5, November 2000, p 20.   

 

‘Yahoo Creek’ Liz Derouet  

<https://lizderouet.wordpress.com/2019/03/28/yahoo-creek/>              

 

[See also list of reviews of 5 books submitted, p 24.] 

                                 

Articles by: 

 

Riddle, Tohby ‘Background to … The Great Escape from City Zoo’ Magpies, Vol 12, No 3, 

July 1997, pp 22–23. 

 

Riddle, Tohby ‘Colour Story’ The Age 15/8/1998. 

Riddle, Tohby ‘My Bedside Table: Tohby Riddle’ The Age, September 2005, p 6. 

Riddle, Tohby ‘Up Front: Tohby Riddle, Author and Illustrator’ Good Weekend,  

9 October 2010, p 9. 

 

Riddle, Tohby ‘Books That Changed Me: Tohby Riddle’ The Sun-Herald, 26 August 2012, 

p 14. 

 

Online: 

 

‘Learn with Tohby Riddle’ YouTube April 2, 2020 

<https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xQsnpnFczqE> 

 

‘Learn to Draw the Astronaut’s Cat’ YouTube June 14, 2020 

<https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VN5kSkH4I-E> 

https://jculibrarynews.blogspot.com/2016/01/book-review-greatest-gatsby-by-tohby.html?m=0
https://jculibrarynews.blogspot.com/2016/01/book-review-greatest-gatsby-by-tohby.html?m=0
https://www-austlit-edu-au.rp.nla.gov.au/austlit/page/C549815
https://www-austlit-edu-au.rp.nla.gov.au/austlit/page/C765157
https://www-austlit-edu-au.rp.nla.gov.au/austlit/page/C765156
https://www-austlit-edu-au.rp.nla.gov.au/austlit/page/C831809
https://www-austlit-edu-au.rp.nla.gov.au/austlit/page/C831800
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xQsnpnFczqE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VN5kSkH4I-E
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5. Awards and other Distinctions  
 

                                       INTERNATIONAL AWARDS 

 

International Awards Arranged per Award Category: 

International Board on Books for Young People (IBBY Australia) Ena Noël Award: 

• 1996 Winner The Tip at the End of the Street Pymble, NSW: Angus & Robertson, 

1996.  

IYL White Ravens: 

 

• 2016 The Greatest Gatsby: A Visual Book of Grammar Melbourne: Penguin, 2015. 

 

                                                 AUSTRALIA 

                       AWARDS FOR PERSONAL ACHIEVEMENT 

 

Four Australia Council for the Arts grants for New Work: 

 

• 1997 Grants to Picture Book Illustrators (Australia Council) for Irving the Magician  

• 1999 Individual Picture Book Illustrators’ Grant (Australia Council) for The Singing Hat 

• 2007 New Work – Established Writers – Children's Literature (Australia Council) for 

Nobody Owns the Moon 

• 2014 Children’s Picture Book Illustrators’ Initiative (Australia Council) (then 

administered by the Australian Society of Authors) for Yahoo Creek  

                                                      

                                                    AUSTRALIA 

                                  CHILDREN’S & YA BOOK AWARDS  

 

Australian Awards Arranged per Award Category: 

 

Aurealis Awards for Excellence in Australian Speculative Fiction — Best Illustrated 

Book / Graphic Novel: 

 

• 2019 Shortlisted  Yahoo Creek: An Australian Mystery Crows Nest: Allen & Unwin, 

2019.  

Australian Publishers Association Design Awards Best Designed Children’s Cover 

Category: 

  

• 2000 Winner The Singing Hat Camberwell, Vic: Puffin Books, 2002; 

Ringwood: Penguin, 2000. 

https://www.austlit.edu.au/austlit/page/v2012
https://www.austlit.edu.au/austlit/page/v2012
https://www.austlit.edu.au/austlit/page/v2012
https://www.austlit.edu.au/austlit/page/v2012
https://www.austlit.edu.au/austlit/page/14982704
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Australian Publishers Association Design Awards Best  Designed Children’s Non- 

Fiction Illustrated Book Category: 

 

• 2020 Longlisted Yahoo Creek: An Australian Mystery Crows Nest, NSW: Allen & 

Unwin, 2019.  (Designed by Joanna Hunt.) 

Australian Publishers Association Design Awards Best Designed Jacket of the Year 

Category:  

 

• 2000 Commended The Singing Hat Camberwell, Vic: Puffin Books, 2002; 

Ringwood, Vic: Penguin, 2000. 

 

Australian Publishers Association Design Awards Best Designed Illustrated Book 

Category: 

• 2003 Highly Commended What’s the Big Idea? Camberwell, Vic.: Penguin, 2006, 

2003.  

• 2000 Highly Commended The Singing Hat Camberwell, Vic: Puffin Books, 2002; 

Ringwood: Penguin, 2000. 

Australian Publishers Association Design Awards Best Designed Picture Book: 

•  2009 Winner Nobody Owns the Moon Kew East: Berbay, 2019 (10th anniversary 

reissue); Camberwell, Vic: Penguin/Viking, 2008.     

 

Children’s Book Council of Australia (CBCA) Picture Book of the Year Award: 

 

• 2011 Honour Book My Uncle's Donkey Camberwell, Vic: Penguin, 2012, 2010.  

• 2009 Shortlisted Nobody Owns the Moon Kew East: Berbay, 2019 (10th anniversary 

reissue); Camberwell, Vic: Penguin/Viking, 2008.     
• 2006 Shortlisted Irving the Magician Melbourne: Penguin, 2005.  

• 2001 Honour Book The Singing Hat Camberwell, Vic: Puffin Books, 2002; 

Ringwood: Penguin, 2000. 

• 1998 Shortlisted The Great Escape from City Zoo Camberwell, Vic: Penguin, 2007; 

Pymble: HarperCollins Australia, 1998, 1997.  

Children’s Book Council of Australia (CBCA) Book of the Year: Early Childhood 

Award:  

 

• 2019 Honour Book Here Comes Stinkbug! Crows Nest, NSW: Allen & Unwin, 2018.  

Children’s Book Council of Australia (CBCA) Book of the Year: Older Readers  

Award: 

• 2011 Winner The Return of the Word Spy (with Ursula Dubosarsky) Camberwell, 

Vic.: Penguin, 2013; Melbourne: Viking, 2010.  

• 2009 Honour Book The Word Spy (with Ursula Dubosarsky). Camberwell, Vic: 

Penguin Books, 2012; Camberwell, Vic: Viking, 2008. 

https://www.austlit.edu.au/austlit/page/14982704
https://www.austlit.edu.au/austlit/page/14152747
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ursula_Dubosarsky
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ursula_Dubosarsky
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Children’s Book Council of Australia (CBCA) Eve Pownall Award:  

• 2020 Shortlisted Yahoo Creek: An Australian Mystery Crows Nest: Allen & Unwin, 

2019.  

Children’s Book Council of Australia (CBCA) Notable Book: 

• 2020 Yahoo Creek: An Australian Mystery Crows Nest, NSW: Allen & Unwin, 2019.  

• 2019 Here Comes Stinkbug! Crows Nest, NSW: Allen & Unwin, 2018.  

• 2017 Milo: A Moving Story Crows Nest, NSW: Allen & Unwin, 2016.  
• 2017 The Greatest Gatsby: A Visual Book of Grammar Melbourne: Penguin, 2015. 

• 1997 The Tip at the End of the Street Pymble, NSW: Angus & Robertson, 1996.  

 

NSW Premier’s Literary Awards, Patricia Wrightson Prize for Children’s Literature: 

 

• 2016 Shortlisted The Greatest Gatsby: A Visual Book of Grammar Melbourne: 

Penguin, 2015. 

• 2009 Shortlisted Nobody Owns the Moon Kew East: Berbay, 2019 (10th anniversary 

reissue); Camberwell, Vic: Penguin/Viking, 2008.     
• 2009 Winner The Word Spy (with Ursula Dubosarsky). Camberwell, Vic.: Penguin 

Books, 2012; Camberwell, Vic: Viking, 2008. 

• 1999 Shortlisted The Great Escape from City Zoo Camberwell, Vic: Penguin, 2007; 

Pymble: HarperCollins Australia, 1998, 1997.  

NSW Premier’s Literary Awards, Ethel Turner Prize for Young People’s Literature: 

 

• 2013 Shortlisted Unforgotten Crows Nest, NSW: Allen & Unwin, 2012.  

 

Queensland Premier’s Literary Awards Best Children’s Book: 

• 2006 Shortlisted Irving the Magician Melbourne: Penguin, 2005.  

 

Prime Minister’s Literary Award for Children’s Fiction:  
 

• 2016 Shortlisted The Greatest Gatsby: a Visual Book of Grammar Melbourne: 

Penguin, 2015. 

 

Speech Pathology Australia Book of the Year Awards (8 to 10 years):  

• 2019 Shortlisted Yahoo Creek: An Australian Mystery Crows Nest, NSW: Allen & 

Unwin, 2019.  

Speech Pathology Australia Book of the Year Awards — Best Language Development 

Book for Lower Primary Children (2003-2013): 

• 2006 Nominated Irving the Magician Melbourne: Penguin, 2005.  

https://www.austlit.edu.au/austlit/page/14982704
https://www.austlit.edu.au/austlit/page/14982704
https://www.austlit.edu.au/austlit/page/14152747
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ursula_Dubosarsky
https://www.austlit.edu.au/austlit/page/C831808
https://www.austlit.edu.au/austlit/page/14982704
https://www-austlit-edu-au.rp.nla.gov.au/austlit/page/v1419
https://www-austlit-edu-au.rp.nla.gov.au/austlit/page/v1419
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Western Australian Premier’s Book Awards — Premier’s Prize for Writing for 

Children: 

• 2008 Shortlisted Nobody Owns the Moon Kew East, Vic: Berbay, 2019 (10th 

anniversary reissue); Camberwell, Vic: Penguin/Viking, 2008.     

 

Wilderness Society of Australia Environment Award (Picture Books Category): 

• 2001 Joint Winner The Singing Hat Camberwell, Vic: Puffin Books, 2002; 

Ringwood: Penguin, 2000. 

 

International and Australian Awards Arranged per Book Title: 

 

The Tip at the End of the Street Pymble, NSW: Angus & Robertson, 1996.  

 

• 1997 Notable Book Children’s Book Council of Australia (CBCA)  

• 1998 Winner IBBY Australia Ena Noël Award 

The Great Escape from City Zoo Camberwell, Vic: Penguin, 2007; Pymble, NSW: 

HarperCollins Australia, 1998, 1997.     

 

• 1999 Shortlisted NSW Premier’s Literary Awards, Patricia Wrightson Prize for 

Children’s Literature 

• 1998 Shortlisted Children’s Book Council of Australia (CBCA) Picture Book of the 

Year Award 

 

The Singing Hat Camberwell, Vic: Puffin Books, 2002; Ringwood, Vic: Penguin, 2000.  

 

• 2000 Winner Australian Publishers Association Design Awards Best Designed 

Children’s Cover Category 

 

• 2001 Joint Winner Wilderness Society of Australia Environment Award (Picture 

Books Category) 

• 2001 Honour Book Children’s Book Council of Australia (CBCA) Picture Book of 

the Year Award 

 

What’s the Big Idea? Camberwell, Vic: Penguin, 2006, 2003.  

 

• 2003 Highly Commended Australian Publishers Association Design Awards Best 

Designed Illustrated Book Category 

 

 

 

https://www-austlit-edu-au.rp.nla.gov.au/austlit/page/v1544
https://www-austlit-edu-au.rp.nla.gov.au/austlit/page/v1544
https://www-austlit-edu-au.rp.nla.gov.au/austlit/page/v847
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Irving the Magician Melbourne: Penguin, 2005.  

 

• 2006 Shortlisted Children’s Book Council of Australia (CBCA) Picture Book of the 

Year Award 

• 2006 Shortlisted Queensland Premier's Literary Awards — Best Children’s Book 

• 2006 Nominated Speech Pathology Australia Book of the Year Awards — Best 

Language Development Book for Lower Primary Children (2003–2013) 

Nobody Owns the Moon Kew East, Vic: Berbay Publishing, 2019 (10th anniversary 

reissue); Camberwell, Vic: Penguin/Viking, 2008.     

 

• 2009 Shortlisted Children’s Book Council of Australia (CBCA) Picture Book of the 

Year Award 

• 2009 Shortlisted NSW Premier’s Literary Awards, Patricia Wrightson Prize for 

Children’s Literature: 

• 2008 Shortlisted Western Australian Premier's Book Awards — Premier's Prize for 

Writing for Children 

• 2009 Winner Australian Publishers Association Design Awards Best Designed 

Picture Book 

My Uncle’s Donkey Camberwell, Vic.: Picture Puffin, 2012; Camberwell, Vic: Penguin, 

2012, 2010.  

 

• 2011 Honour Book Children’s Book Council of Australia (CBCA) Picture Book of 

the Year Award 

 

Unforgotten Crows Nest, NSW: Allen & Unwin, 2012.  

 

• 2013 Shortlisted NSW Premier’s Literary Awards, Ethel Turner Prize for Young 

People’s  

• 2013 Notable Book CBCA Book of the Year Award — Picture Book of the Year  

• 2013 Shortlisted Australian Publishers Association Awards — APA Book Design 

Awards 

• 2013 Shortlisted Indie Awards — Children’s 

 

Milo: A Moving Story Crows Nest, NSW: Allen & Unwin, 2016.  

 

• 2017 Notable Book CBCA Book of the Year Awards 

 

Here Comes Stinkbug! Crows Nest, NSW: Allen & Unwin, 2018.  

 

• 2019 Honour Book CBCA Book of the Year Awards — Book of the Year: Early 

Childhood  

• 2019 Notable Book CBCA Book of the Year Awards  

 

Yahoo Creek: An Australian Mystery Crows Nest, NSW: Allen & Unwin, 2019.  

https://www-austlit-edu-au.rp.nla.gov.au/austlit/page/v942
https://www-austlit-edu-au.rp.nla.gov.au/austlit/page/v1419
https://www-austlit-edu-au.rp.nla.gov.au/austlit/page/v1419
https://www-austlit-edu-au.rp.nla.gov.au/austlit/page/v1544
https://www-austlit-edu-au.rp.nla.gov.au/austlit/page/v1544
https://www.austlit.edu.au/austlit/page/C831808
https://www-austlit-edu-au.rp.nla.gov.au/austlit/page/v872
https://www-austlit-edu-au.rp.nla.gov.au/austlit/page/v1501
https://www-austlit-edu-au.rp.nla.gov.au/austlit/page/v1501
https://www-austlit-edu-au.rp.nla.gov.au/austlit/page/v1896
https://www-austlit-edu-au.rp.nla.gov.au/austlit/page/7415892
https://www.austlit.edu.au/austlit/page/14152747
https://www.austlit.edu.au/austlit/page/v871
https://www.austlit.edu.au/austlit/page/v871
https://www.austlit.edu.au/austlit/page/7415892
https://www.austlit.edu.au/austlit/page/14982704
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• 2020 Shortlisted CBCA Book of the Year Award — Eve Pownall Award for 

Information Books  

• 2020 Notable Book CBCA Book of the Year Award  

• 2020 Longlisted APA Book Design Awards — Best Designed Children's Non-

Fiction Illustrated Book designed by Joanna Hunt.  

• 2019 Shortlisted Aurealis Awards for Excellence in Australian Speculative Fiction 

— Best Illustrated Book / Graphic Novel  

• 2019 Shortlisted Speech Pathology Australia Book of the Year Awards — Eight to 

10 Years  

NON-FICTION: 

 

Riddle, Tohby The Greatest Gatsby: A Visual Book of Grammar Melbourne: Penguin, 

2015. 

• 2016 IYL White Ravens 

• 2016 Shortlisted Prime Minister’s Literary Award for Children’s Fiction  
 

• 2016 Shortlisted NSW Premier’s Literary Awards, Patricia Wrightson Prize for 

Children’s Literature 

• 2017 Notable Book Children’s Book Council of Australia (CBCA) Award  

Dubosarsky, Ursula The Return of the Word Spy Illustrated by Tohby Riddle.  

Camberwell, Vic Penguin, 2013; Melbourne: Viking, 2010.  

• 2011 Winner Children’s Book Council of Australia (CBCA) Book of the Year: Older 

Readers Award 

 

Dubosarsky, Ursula The Word Spy Illustrated by Tohby Riddle. Camberwell, Vic.: 

Penguin Books, 2012; Camberwell, Vic: Viking, 2008.  

• 2009 Honour Book Children’s Book Council of Australia (CBCA) Book of the Year: 

Older Readers Award 

• 2009 Winner NSW Premier’s Literary Awards, Patricia Wrightson Prize for 

Children’s Literature 

                                         
From: The Greatest Gatsby: A Visual Book of Grammar Melbourne: Penguin, 2015, p 90.  

https://www.austlit.edu.au/austlit/page/v873
https://www.austlit.edu.au/austlit/page/v873
https://www.austlit.edu.au/austlit/page/7415892
https://www.austlit.edu.au/austlit/page/18706315
https://www.austlit.edu.au/austlit/page/18706315
https://www.austlit.edu.au/austlit/page/v2012
https://www.austlit.edu.au/austlit/page/v2012
https://www.austlit.edu.au/austlit/page/7931643
https://www.austlit.edu.au/austlit/page/7931643
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6. Complete Bibliography  

PICTURE BOOKS:  

 

Riddle, Tohby Careful With that Ball, Eugene! Sydney: Pan Books, 1989.  

Riddle, Tohby A Most Unusual Dog South Melbourne: Macmillan Australia, 1992.   

Riddle, Tohby Arnold Z Jones Could Really Play the Trumpet Ringwood, Vic: Puffin, 2000; 

Rydalmere, NSW: Hodder & Stoughton, 1993. 

Riddle, Tohby The Royal Guest Melbourne: Puffin, 2008; Hawthorn, Vic: Penguin, 2007; 

Sydney: Hodder & Stoughton, 1993. 

Riddle, Tohby 50 Fairies You Ought to Know About Pymble, NSW: Angus & Robertson, 

1995.  

Riddle, Tohby The Tip at the End of the Street Pymble, NSW: Angus & Robertson, 1996.  

Riddle, Tohby The Great Escape from City Zoo Camberwell, Vic: Penguin, 2007; Pymble, 

NSW: HarperCollins Australia, 1998, 1997.  

Riddle, Tohby The Singing Hat Camberwell, Vic: Puffin Books, 2002; Ringwood, Vic: 

Penguin, 2000.  

Riddle, Tohby What’s the Big Idea? Camberwell, Vic: Penguin, 2006, 2003.  

Riddle, Tohby Irving the Magician Melbourne: Penguin, 2005.  

Riddle, Tohby Dog and Bird See the Moon Camberwell, Vic: Penguin, 2007. 

Riddle, Tohby Nobody Owns the Moon Kew East, Vic: Berbay Publishing, 2019 (10th 

anniversary reissue); Camberwell, Vic: Penguin/Viking, 2008.     

Riddle, Tohby Dog and Bird Water the Garden Melbourne: Puffin Books, 2009.  

Riddle, Tohby Dog and Bird Follow a Butterfly Melbourne: Puffin Books, 2009.  

Riddle, Tohby Dog and Bird and the Caterpillar Melbourne: Penguin, 2010.  

Riddle, Tohby My Uncle’s Donkey Camberwell, Vic.: Picture Puffin, 2012; Camberwell, Vic: 

Penguin, 2012, 2010.  

Riddle, Tohby Unforgotten Crows Nest, NSW: Allen & Unwin, 2012.  

Riddle, Tohby Milo: A Moving Story Crows Nest, NSW: Allen & Unwin, 2016.  

Riddle, Tohby Here Comes Stinkbug! Crows Nest, NSW: Allen & Unwin, 2018.  

Riddle, Tohby Yahoo Creek: an Australian Mystery (with Peter Williams). Crows Nest, 

NSW: Allen & Unwin, 2019. 

Riddle, Tohby The Astronaut’s Cat Crows Nest, NSW: Allen & Unwin, 2020.  

 

JUNIOR NOVELS:  

 

Little Memphis PTD; and Wandering Star (novelisation of cartoon series by Tohby Riddle) 

Pymble, NSW: Harper Collins, 1998. 

Caught in a Trap: Boggled retold by Tohby Riddle and Michael Verde. Illustrated by Peter 

Viska. Pymble, NSW: HarperCollins, 1998. [Novelisation of cartoon television series Li’l 

Elvis Jones and the Truckstoppers.] 

Loves, June My Guardian Angel. (Young Bluegum) Illustrations by Tohby Riddle. Pymble, 

NSW: HarperCollins, 1997. 

https://www.austlit.edu.au/austlit/page/C831808
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Wild, Margaret Pat the Cat and Sailor Sam (SOLO Books) Norwood, SA: Omnibus Books: 

2003. 

 

NON-FICTION: 

 

Dubosarsky, Ursula The Return of the Word Spy Illustrated by Tohby Riddle.  Camberwell, 

Vic: Penguin, 2013; Melbourne: Viking, 2010.  

Dubosarsky, Ursula The Word Spy Illustrated by Tohby Riddle. Camberwell, Vic.: Penguin 

Books, 2012; Camberwell, Vic: Viking, 2008.  

Riddle, Tohby Captain James Cook: the adventures of the Endeavour Warriewood, NSW: 

Weldon Kids, 1996.  

Riddle, Tohby The Greatest Gatsby: A Visual Book of Grammar Melbourne: Penguin, 2015. 

Young, Leonie and l Janks, Avril I wish I’d flown the Atlantic with Amelia Earhart Illustrated 

by Tohby Riddle. Willoughby, NSW: Weldon Kids Pty Ltd, 1994. 

Young, Leonie and Janks, Avril I Wish I’d Sailed with Captain Cook Illustrated by Tohby 

Riddle. Willoughby, NSW: Weldon Kids, 1993. 

 

YA NOVELS:  

 

Riddle, Tohby The Lucky Ones Camberwell, Vic: Penguin, 2009.  

CONTRIBUTIONS TO ANTHOLOGIES  

 

‘The Elephant Bird’ in The Hush Treasure Book Sydney, edited by Karen Tayleur. Crows 

Nest, NSW: Allen & Unwin, 2015, pp 8–9. 

Entry in Dust edited by Colin Thompson. Sydney: HarperCollins, 2014, 2007, pp ?. 

‘Life’s About...’ in Kids’ Night In Camberwell: Puffin, 2003, p 621. 

‘Stark’s Statues’ in Things a Map Won’t Show You: Stories from Australia and 

Beyond Camberwell, Vic: Penguin, 2012, pp 141–152. 

‘Octopus in Boots’ in Kids’ Night In 3: A Sea of Stories and Oceans of Other Stuff  

Camberwell, Vic: Penguin, 2009, p 385. 

‘My Watch’ in Kids’ Night In 2: A Feast of Stories Camberwell, Vic: Puffin , 2005, pp 393–

394. 

Tohby Riddle illustrated ‘Harry Seidler’ (pp 92–3), ‘Bob Brown’ (pp 36–7) and ‘Deng Thiak 

Adut’ (pp 64–5) in High Five to the Boys: A Celebration of Ace Australian Men North 

Sydney: Penguin Random House Australia, 2018. 

‘The Baby Bunch’ in When We Were Young: true stories from your favourite Australian 

authors edited by Dmetri Kakmi, Penguin, Camberwell, 2007, pp 189–193. 

 

 

https://catalogue.nla.gov.au/Record/1902060?lookfor=riddle%20tohby&offset=51&max=59
https://catalogue.nla.gov.au/Record/1902060?lookfor=riddle%20tohby&offset=51&max=59
https://www.austlit.edu.au/austlit/page/C696923
https://www.austlit.edu.au/austlit/page/7296083
https://www.austlit.edu.au/austlit/page/C488979
https://www.austlit.edu.au/austlit/page/9330632
https://www.austlit.edu.au/austlit/page/C810595
https://www.austlit.edu.au/austlit/page/C810595
https://www.austlit.edu.au/austlit/page/7301194
https://www.austlit.edu.au/austlit/page/C722191
https://www.austlit.edu.au/austlit/page/7299854
https://www.austlit.edu.au/austlit/page/C551662
https://www-austlit-edu-au.rp.nla.gov.au/austlit/page/14243959
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7. Translated Editions 
 

1. Penguin Random House Australia Translations: 

 

Dubosarsky, Ursula The Word Spy Illustrated by Tohby Riddle. Camberwell, Vic.: Penguin 

Books, 2012; Camberwell, Vic: Viking, 2008.  

 

Japanese Edition: 

The Word Spy Yŏngŏ ka shwiwŏjinŭn Alp'abet misŭt'ŏri / Urŭjulla Tyubosasŭk'i kŭl ; Tʻobi 

Ridŭl kŭrim ; Kim Myŏng-suk, Mun An-na omgim 영어 가 쉬워지는 알파벳 미스터리 / 

우르줄라 듀보사스키 글 ; 토비 리들 그림 ; 김 명숙, 문 안나 옮김 Uniform title: Word 

spy. Korean by Dubosarsky, Ursula, 1961- Sŏul-si : Hyŏnamsa, 2010 서울시 : 현암사, 2010 

              

              US Edition: 

              Dubosarsky, Ursula The Word Snoop. Illustrated by Tohby Riddle. NY: Dial Books, 

              2009.  

             

            Riddle, Tohby The Singing Hat Camberwell, Vic: Puffin Books, 2002; Ringwood: Penguin, 

            2000. 

 

Other Editions: 

US, 2001 

China, 2011 

 

Riddle, Tohby My Uncle’s Donkey Camberwell, Vic.: Picture Puffin, 2012; Camberwell, Vic: 

Penguin, 2012, 2010.  

 

Japanese Edition: 

My Uncle’s Donkey Watashi no ojisan no roba / Tobī Ridoru ; Murakami Haruki yaku  

わたしのおじさんのロバ / トビー・リドル ; 村上春樹訳 Uniform title: My uncle’s 

donkey. Japanese  by Riddle, Tohby Tōkyō: Asunaro Shobō, 2018  東京 : あすなろ書房, 

2018. 

 
 

 

 

 

https://catalogue.nla.gov.au/Record/8033920?lookfor=riddle%20tohby&offset=54&max=59
https://catalogue.nla.gov.au/Record/8033920?lookfor=riddle%20tohby&offset=54&max=59
https://catalogue.nla.gov.au/Search/Home?lookfor=author:%22Dubosarsky,%20Ursula,%201961-%22&iknowwhatimean=1
https://catalogue.nla.gov.au/Record/8057560?lookfor=riddle%20tohby&offset=49&max=59
https://catalogue.nla.gov.au/Search/Home?lookfor=author:%22Riddle,%20Tohby%22&iknowwhatimean=1
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2. Allen & Unwin Translations: 

 

Riddle, Tohby Unforgotten Crows Nest, NSW: Allen & Unwin, 2012.  

 

Other Editions: 

Nth Am Eng (InkLit/Penguin) 

Russian (Livebook) through agent  

Korean through agent 

Spanish, through agent  

German, through agent  

Danish, through agent 

 

3. Pan Macmillan and Macmillan Translations: 
 

Riddle, Tohby Careful With that Ball, Eugene! Sydney: Pan Books, 1989.  
 

Other Editions:  
US, 1991 
UK, 1991 

 

Riddle, Tohby A Most Unusual Dog South Melbourne: Macmillan Australia, 1992.  

 

Other Editions:  

US, 1993 

 

4. HarperCollins Translations: 

 

Riddle, Tohby 50 Fairies You Ought to Know About Pymble, NSW: Angus & Robertson, 

1995.  

 

Other Editions: 

Germany, 2004 

 

Riddle, Tohby The Great Escape from City Zoo Camberwell, Vic: Penguin, 2007; Pymble: 

HarperCollins Australia, 1998, 1997.  

 

Other Editions: 

US, Farrar Straus and Giroux, 1999 

Korea, Marubol Publications, 2008 

China, 2010 

Feature film rights were also optioned by Paramount Pictures in 2000, but not renewed. 

 

 

 

https://www.austlit.edu.au/austlit/page/C831808
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5. Berbay Publishing Translations: 

 

Riddle, Tohby Nobody Owns the Moon Kew East, Vic: Berbay Publishing, 2019 (10th 

anniversary reissue); Camberwell, Vic: Penguin/Viking, 2008.  

 

Other Editions: 

China, Love Reading Books, forthcoming 

Italy, Babalibri, 2020 

Spain, Babulinka Books, a Spanish and a Catalan edition, 2020 

Korea, Bear Books Inc, forthcoming, 2022 
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8. Ten Most Important Books by the Candidate 
   

Riddle, Tohby The Tip at the End of the Street Pymble, NSW: Angus & Robertson, 1996.  

Riddle, Tohby The Great Escape from City Zoo Camberwell, Vic: Penguin, 2007; Pymble, 

NSW: HarperCollins Australia, 1998, 1997. 

Riddle, Tohby The Singing Hat Camberwell, Vic: Puffin Books, 2002; Ringwood, Vic: 

Penguin, 2000.  

Riddle, Tohby Nobody Owns the Moon Kew East, Vic: Berbay Publishing, 2019 (10th 

anniversary reissue); Camberwell, Vic: Penguin/Viking, 2008.  

Riddle, Tohby My Uncle’s Donkey Camberwell, Vic: Picture Puffin, 2012; Camberwell, Vic: 

Penguin, 2012, 2010.  

Riddle, Tohby Unforgotten Crows Nest, NSW: Allen & Unwin, 2012.  

Riddle, Tohby The Greatest Gatsby: A Visual Book of Grammar Melbourne: Penguin, 2015. 

Riddle, Tohby Milo: A Moving Story Crows Nest, NSW: Allen & Unwin, 2016. 

Riddle, Tohby Yahoo Creek: an Australian Mystery (with Peter Williams). Crows Nest, 

NSW: Allen & Unwin, 2019. 

Riddle, Tohby The Astronaut’s Cat Crows Nest, NSW: Allen & Unwin, 2020. 

 

     

  

 

 

           

               

https://www.austlit.edu.au/austlit/page/C831808
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             9. List of Five Books Sent to Jurors  

                   

Riddle, Tohby The Great Escape from City Zoo Camberwell, Vic: Penguin, 2007; Pymble, 

NSW: HarperCollins Australia, 1998, 1997. 

Riddle, Tohby Nobody Owns the Moon Kew East, Vic: Berbay Publishing, 2019 (10th 

anniversary reissue); Camberwell, Vic: Penguin/Viking, 2008.  

Riddle, Tohby Unforgotten Crows Nest, NSW: Allen & Unwin, 2012.  

Riddle, Tohby My Uncle’s Donkey Camberwell, Vic: Picture Puffin, 2012; Camberwell, Vic: 

Penguin, 2012, 2010.  

Riddle, Tohby The Astronaut’s Cat Crows Nest, NSW: Allen & Unwin, 2020. 

            

    

 

    

 

  

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

   

          

        

 

https://www.austlit.edu.au/austlit/page/C831808
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            10. Published Reviews of Works: 

The following is a list of ten reviews, two of each of five books, copies of which are 

contained in this dossier in Appendix B: 

 

Riddle, Tohby The Great Escape from City Zoo Camberwell, Vic: Penguin, 

2007; Pymble, NSW: HarperCollins Australia, 1998, 1997. 

 

Jameyson, Karen ‘News from Down Under Turning Heads’ The Horn Book Magazine, 

March/April 1998, pp 243–6. 

Steinberger, Kevin ‘Ambitious With Meaning While Maintaining Simplicity’ Kevin   

Steinberger looks at the work of Tohby Riddle and how to read his works visually. [Titles 

used are – The Singing Hat, the Tip at the End of the Street, The Great Escape from City Zoo, 

and, Arnold Z Jones Could Really Play the Trumpet!] The Literature Base, Vol 12, No 2, 

May 2001, pp 4–9. 

 

Riddle, Tohby Nobody Owns the Moon Kew East, Vic: Berbay Publishing, 2019 (10th 

anniversary reissue); Camberwell, Vic: Penguin/Viking, 2008.  

Paterson, Allison ‘Ten years on Allison Paterson Revisits a Modern Classic Nobody Owns 

the Moon’ Magpies, Volume 34, Issue 2, May 2019, pp 8–9. 

Knight, Fran ‘Review: Nobody Owns the Moon’ Read Plus April 5, 2019 

<https://www.readplus.com.au/blog_detail.php?id=9712> 

Riddle, Tohby Unforgotten Crows Nest, NSW: Allen & Unwin, 2012.  

              

              England, Katharine ‘(Tohby Riddle’s Unforgotten)’ Magpies, Vol. 27, No. 4, September 

2012, p 6. 

              Barnes, Clive ‘Review: Unforgotten’ Books for Keeps, Issue 210, January 2015.  

<http://booksforkeeps.co.uk/issue/210/childrens-books/reviews/unforgottenr>  

 

Riddle, Tohby My Uncle’s Donkey Camberwell, Vic: Picture Puffin, 2012; Camberwell, 

Vic: Penguin, 2012, 2010.  

 

Fulcher, Kim ‘funny situations can lead to complex reasoning in a non-confrontational way’ 

Where the Books Are <https://www.wherethebooksare.com/blog-1/review-my-uncles-

donkey> 

Lavi, Tali ‘[Review: My Uncle’s Donkey] Magpies, Vol 25, No 4, September 2010, p 30.  

Riddle, Tohby The Astronaut’s Cat Crows Nest, NSW: Allen & Unwin, 2020. 

 

Knight, Fran ‘[Review: The Astronaut’s Cat]’ ReadPlus April 3 2020. 

<https://www.readplus.com.au/blog_detail.php?id=10764> 

‘The Astronaut’s Cat Review’ Noveltea Corner Thoughts from a bookish mind April 7, 2020. 
<https://novelteacorner.com/2020/04/07/the-astronauts-cat-review/> 

  

               

https://www.austlit.edu.au/austlit/page/C831808
http://booksforkeeps.co.uk/issue/210/childrens-books/reviews/unforgotten
https://www.wherethebooksare.com/blog-1/review-my-uncles-donkey
https://www.wherethebooksare.com/blog-1/review-my-uncles-donkey
https://www.wherethebooksare.com/blog-1/review-my-uncles-donkey
https://www.readplus.com.au/blog_detail.php?id=10764
https://novelteacorner.com/2020/04/07/the-astronauts-cat-review/
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           11. Reproductions of Book Covers and Illustrations  
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11. Reproductions of Book Covers and Illustrations (Cont.)  
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Appendix A. Articles 

Roy, James ‘Know the Author/Illustrator: Tohby Riddle’ Magpies, Vol. 24, 

No.4, September 2009, pp 8–11. 
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      Hurst, Miriam ‘Tohby Riddle: The Moon, Donkeys & Hairy Men’ The Sapling, April 2,  

2019  

<https://www.thesapling.co.nz/single-post/2019/04/02/Tohby-Riddle-Moons-Donkeys- 

Australian-Legends> 

 
What connects the mysterious hairy man of the Australian bush, the Japanese 
author Haruki Murakami, and a struggling donkey just trying to get by in the 
big city? 

 

I loved Tohby Riddle’s 2009 picture book Nobody Owns the Moon from the first 

page. 'The fox,' it observes drily, 'is one of the only wild creatures in the world that 

can successfully make a life for itself in cities', and the corresponding illustration 

shows one particular fox, Clive Prendergast ('his real name can only be pronounced 

by foxes'), relaxing in a comfortable chair with his feet up, a cityscape out the 

window, a Van Gogh print on the wall and a stack of books beside him. This opening 

is Riddle’s books in microcosm; a gift for the unexpected, a depth of feeling for 

character, and a playful art style with references for the observant. I talked to him on 

the eve of publication of his latest book, Yahoo Creek. 

  

Miriam: What do you like best about creating books for children? 

 

Tohby: It’s a two-fold answer for me, because you do have your audience, but it’s a 

personal thing as well - the pleasure in creating art and writing. For me, first and 

foremost I love ideas, and then I like to try and capture those in words and pictures, 

https://www.thesapling.co.nz/single-post/2019/04/02/Tohby-Riddle-Moons-Donkeys-
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and my ideas tend to suit children’s literature and the formats children’s books are 

published in. The picture book especially. 

  

When I pursue the idea I tap into a strong feeling, which might also be a childhood 

memory, remembering what it felt like to see the world from a child’s point of view. 

Towards the end of the process I’m mindful of the fact that it will have largely a child 

audience, and so I make sure that no matter the idea it’s presented so simply that a 

child can understand it. As well as adults - hopefully anyone reading it connects with 

it somehow. 

  

Miriam: You have a wide range of skills to draw on - illustration, writing, 

collage, design. Does each idea come with its own format? 

 

TR: Because I’ve also worked as a cartoonist I’ve trained my mind to wander and 

make unusual connections between things. I keep a notebook and I scribble things 

down, and every now and then something in particular has a kind of thrill, and you go 

oh, what’s that about. So from that I start exploring. I never know where it’s going to 

lead; I need to write the story to find out about that idea and what’s going to happen, 

and then it tends to sort of unfurl and I end up with the basic manuscript. 

  

The better you get to know the idea the better you get to know how to present it, and 

I find each idea has its own needs in terms of how you express it. It might be a 

different narrative voice or an art style that just seems to suit that content. Design 

and layout and all those things. You hope that every part of the book has the DNA of 

the idea in it. 

 

The better you get to know the idea the better you get to know how to present it, and 

I find each idea has its own needs in terms of how you express it. 

  
MH:  So it’s a process of discovery? 
 
TR: I think that’s the excitement of it in a way, that something’s seemingly 
constructed out of nothing. One moment you don’t have a book idea and the next 
minute there’s this story, and it seems to have real characters in it, who think and do 
things that surprise you as well. That’s a really great part of the process and I think 
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it’s the one that keeps me coming up with new books because it’s a real thrill when 
that happens; when something comes alive. 
 
  

A spread from Yahoo Creek, written and illustrated by Tohby Riddle  

  

MH: There are often what I can only describe as Easter eggs in your books, 

such as the Portland Vase being juggled (unsuccessfully) by My Uncle’s 

Donkey and the call-backs to classic images such as Edward Hopper’s 

Nighthawks painting in The Great Escape from City Zoo. Do you plan these, or 

do you seize on inspiration? 
  

TR: They crop up. The Great Escape from City Zoo was called a post-modern 

picture book because it was appropriating other images from popular culture, but I 

wasn’t thinking in that way. I think what happened there was because I went to art 

school and studied fine art, I look at lots of art and notice things in movies. And when 

you start constructing images you start to realise that there are precedents for those 

images. 

  

In The Great Escape from City Zoo especially it seemed like a classic old black and 

white movie, and all those images I drew upon gave it that feel. I had fun with that 

and it can extend the reader’s experience when they find out more about what’s 

going on in the image and it leads them to other art. 
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MH: You’ve written a number of books set in cities, but your latest, Yahoo 

Creek, is set in the bush - very specifically, the Great Dividing Range of 

Australia. Was it hard to make that shift? 

                                  

TR: It was actually a joy to do that. Until the age of thirteen, before our family moved 

into Sydney, I’d grown up on the edge of a large national park bushland and so the 

bush was a big part of my childhood. I was the youngest and had two much older 

sisters and I spent a lot of time just roaming around the bushland – little caves and 

creeks and mangrove swamps and that sort of thing. More recently I’ve moved up to 

the Blue Mountains just out of Sydney, which is surrounded by vast areas of bush 

and I’ve been reconnecting with the bush again. 

  

Yahoo Creek is partly a long overdue response to having grown up in the bush: it’s a 

tribute to the Australian landscape. 

  

MH: Could you talk about the process of making Yahoo Creek and your 

collaboration with Peter Williams [a Ngiyampaa Elder]. How did it all come 

about? 

  

TR: It started when I moved to the Blue Mountains and started hearing stories of 

hairy man encounters in the bushlands around the Blue Mountains and then beyond, 

up and down the Great Dividing Range. Something about them seemed possibly 
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meaningful, a way of engaging with the landscape. I began researching more and 

more and then I found that the National Library of Australia has an online database 

where you can go through digitised early newspapers going back to the beginning of 

the colony. So I spent a lot of time searching those and finding all these colonial 

newspaper reports that were also of encounters with large hairy hominid creatures. I 

found so many of them, close to a hundred articles so far, and I was really interested 

in the stories amid all these reports and also the voice of the reporters, and I started 

to think you could construct a narrative by carefully arranging extracts from these, 

and build up a picture of what was possibly happening. 

  

I got to that point and then I was also aware that Aboriginal people have beliefs 

about the hairy man as well, which I think made it even more interesting because 

Aboriginal people and European settlers were both independently experiencing this 

strange phenomenon. And that’s where my publisher said, maybe we need to 

consult someone senior or with authority who might be able to offer a perspective on 

what we’re doing. 

 

I was also aware that Aboriginal people have beliefs about the hairy man as well, 

which I think made it even more interesting because Aboriginal people and European 

settlers were both independently experiencing this strange phenomenon. 

  

I’d met Uncle Pete by chance - a friend of mine knew of him - and he was very keen 

to meet up and share knowledge. He was based in the Blue Mountains too, so we 

met up and we had a long chat and I wrote down a lot of notes. As I was writing up 

the notes I found them really interesting as an extra voice alongside all the colonial 

voices and so almost in a playful way I thought what would it be like if I placed his 

words at certain points in the narrative, so I tried that and it seemed to do something 

quite meaningful. I think because here’s this history, and then here’s someone 

saying what that mystery is, is this. He was very matter-of-fact about what was going 

on and it wasn’t news to him at all. 

  

So I showed the publisher and she said, wow, that’s really interesting. I then showed 

it to Uncle Pete and he really liked it too. The Aboriginal point of view is as varied as 

there are over a thousand tribes of Aboriginal people and you can’t say this is the 
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Aboriginal point of view, but certainly in his case he was interested in sharing 

knowledge. He has a feeling that it’s important to share knowledge or else no-one 

will know it outside of a few people, so that was his attitude to those words being in 

print. He really liked what it was doing in the book and was very happy for it to be 

used that way. As it got closer to final draft I just kept showing it to him to make sure 

he was happy with it and right before it went to print, I showed it to him again and he 

made a few last minute changes. 

  

A spread from Yahoo Creek, used with permission 

  

MH: You end the book with his statement about these stories being not mine 

or yours, but ours. 

  

TR: His attitude was that these stories need to be shared and that they’re all our 

stories and that idea that anyone born in Australia (he says) is born to the lore of this 

land. Which is very powerful because it’s saying not just that they are your stories 

but it comes with a responsibility too, because the lore is about looking after the land. 

So it’s a command as well. He’s a wise fellow, Peter Williams. 

  

MH: It sounds like a really powerful experience. 
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BM: It was quite a journey putting that book together. It’s interesting how the 

experience of making some books can be transforming. We’ve kept in touch, and we 

still meet for coffee and have a chat about a few things. He invited me to a big 

corroboree up in the bush late last year, which was terrific. 

  

It was quite a journey putting that book together. It’s interesting how the experience 

of making some books can be transforming. 

 

MH: One theme that crops up in many of your books, especially Nobody Owns 

the Moon and Milo, is friendship, and how this relationship can be tested. Is 

that something you’re particularly interested in? 

  

R: I guess I must be! If I were to psychoanalyse myself it would appear that 

friendship, and how friendships form and how they play out is a preoccupation or an 

interest. Certainly in the books if I look at them carefully they probably reflect 

experiences of friendship. 

  

In Nobody Owns the Moon more and more I start to see that Humphrey’s a 

combination of a couple of my old friends, and there’s bits of me in Clive and bits of 

me maybe in Humphrey the donkey too. 

  

A spread from Nobody Owns the Moon, written and illustrated by Tohby Riddle, 

recently republished by Berbay Publishing  
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I’ve had friends who’ve struggled like Humphrey has, really big-hearted good people 

who still have struggles, and so I kind of know those characters. There’s a sympathy 

and a fondness for Humphrey that comes through. I always feel it’s a good sign 

when writing that you have this strong feeling come through, it can be humour or 

even a little lump in your throat. You realise it moves you, it touches on something 

inside you, and I think that’s probably a good sign because if you’re putting that 

much feeling into it then hopefully readers will get some feeling from it. 

 

I always feel it’s a good sign when writing that you have this strong feeling come 

through, it can be humour or even 

a little lump in your throat. 

  

MH: Speaking of donkeys. Your book My Uncle’s Donkey was translated into 

Japanese by Haruki Murakami, of all people? 

  

TR: I didn’t realise what was happening until the book came out. I later found out that 

he had been in Australia - I think he was writing an article for Japan Airlines or 

something like that, not here for a writers’ festival – he was in Melbourne and he was 

meeting with people at the state library down there, and then he went to a bookshop 

and he bought a few books including My Uncle’s Donkey, so it must have caught his 

eye somehow. He decided he wanted to translate it for the Japanese edition, so 

when I got an offer came fro*m a Japanese publisher via my agent and all they 

mentioned was that they had an enthusiastic translator on board. I later found that he 

was the enthusiastic translator. 

  

And it’s come out in Japan and has his name on the cover as well. It’s such a 

random story, but I really like it because it’s not the way things usually happen in 

publishing. He’s circumvented all that by going, ‘I like this book I want to see it 

published in Japan so I’ll just go and make it happen’. He wouldn’t be thinking like a 

publisher, and so it came more from an artistic perspective than a market or strategic 

publishing perspective, which is a nice thing. 

  



 

IBBY Australia Nomination for Hans Christian Andersen Award for Illustration 2022: Tohby Riddle 

39 

MH: You’ve worked as an illustrator in the past – is there a writer you’d like to 

work with, or a project you’ve wanted to work on? 

  

TR: Probably not specifically - I think it’s more, are there ideas I want to work on, and 

that inevitably comes back to the things I’m into. If I’m reading a lot about something 

I might try and work out how I can do a book on what I’m interested in, so it does 

tend to come back to my own thoughts and ideas. Having said that, I worked closely 

with Ursula Dubosarsky on the Word Spy books and we’re good friends and I could 

imagine working with her very easily. I love her writing and the way she thinks, so if 

there were a writer I’d like to work with I’d happily work with Ursula. Otherwise, I 

have my own strange ideas that keep me pretty busy for the moment. 

  

If I’m reading a lot about something I might try and work out how I can do a book on 

what I’m interested in, so it does tend to come back to my own thoughts and ideas. 

  

MH: As New Zealanders, we sometimes don’t pay enough attention to 

Australian artists. Are there authors/illustrators of picture books we should be 

looking out for? 

  

TR: Certainly if I look around there’s some good books being made, good quality, 

handsomely produced good-looking books. 

  

The last book I’ve looked at in depth was Shaun Tan’s Cicada. He wrote a nice 

comment for the new edition of Nobody Owns the Moon and so I emailed him to 

thank him and we ended up swapping books, Cicada with Stinkbug. 

So Cicada arrived yesterday in the post and I just really studied it and read it with my 

fifteen-year-old daughter. In terms of books I’ve looked at in recent years that one 

has a level of enchantment to it and it’s got very real worlds that live on inside the 

book. I was really impressed with what he’d done there. I asked my daughter about 

it, what do you think it means and she had meanings that I hadn’t thought of and I 

had my own reading of it and then I realised you could read it all sorts of ways. 

  

MH: There’s a lot going on there. 

  

https://www.thesapling.co.nz/single-post/2017/04/24/Across-the-Ditch-An-interview-with-Ursula-Dubosarsky
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TR: One of the things I’ve realised making picture books is that they are really hard 

to make work really well. It’s like building a finely made machine, all the parts work 

and it purrs away. It strikes me is that he’s just got all the parts right and they’re all in 

the right place and the whole thing just hums along. That’s a sign of someone who’s 

really on top of his game. 
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Appendix B. Reviews 

Steinberger looks at the work of Tohby Riddle and how to read his works visually.’ The 

Literature Base, Vol. 12, No. 2, May 2001, pp 4–9. 
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Jameyson, Karen ‘News from Down Under Turning Heads’ Horn Book Magazine 

March/April 1998, pp 243–6. [This review of three Australian works includes pp 244–246 on 

this title.]  
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Paterson, Allison ‘Ten years on Allison Paterson Revisits a Modern Classic Nobody 

Owns the Moon’ Magpies, Volume 34, Issue 2, May 2019, pp 8–9.  
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Knight, Fran ‘Review: Nobody Owns the Moon’ Read Plus April 5, 2019 

<https://www.readplus.com.au/blog_detail.php?id=9712> 

Review Blog 

Apr 05 2019 

Nobody owns the moon by Tohby Riddle 

Berbay Publishing, 2019. ISBN: 9780994384195. 

(Age: 4+) Recommended. Themes: Friendship, Cities, Adaptation. 

The quick witted fox has adapted well to life in the city. He has 

changed his name to Clive Prendergast, and has leant to eat a 

variety of foods, living in a one roomed apartment in a busy part of 

the town. He works by day in a factory putting things together, and 

at night goes out into the streets to look at the sights. He seeks out 

his friend, Humphrey and finds him sitting disconsolately in a 

doorway. Humphrey is a donkey and has not adapted as well as 

Clive to life in the city. He has tried several jobs, but as readers will 

be able to see, these positions have not proven to be successful. 

They sit together in the park and Clive notices that Humphrey has a 

blue envelope in his bag. Opening it he realises that it is an 

invitation to an exclusive theatre opening night. They attend and 

are treated to drinks and nibbles beforehand, and find themselves in 

the most luxurious of seats to watch the play, Nobody Owns the 

Moon. They laugh and cry during the performance and again find 

themselves treated to coffee and cake afterwards. Returning home, 

they are ecstatic about their town and hug each other before going their separate ways. 

First published in 2008, this is a wonderful treatise on friendship - of being together, the 

illustrations detailing the life led by the two animals in the city. The background will 

delight the readers, and they will be concerned for Humphrey as he does not quite fit in 

as Clive does. From this readers will perhaps ponder the move to the city by the world's 

population, looking at how we adapt to life in the city and the problem of homelessness 

which has followed. Quirky, endlessly fascinating, Riddle always presents a challenge to 

his readers, making them think outside the box, muse on what makes us human, and 

look at one of the basic tenets of our existence, the companionship of others. 

Fran Knight 
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England, Katharine ‘(Tohby Riddle’s Unforgotten)’ Magpies, Vol. 27, No. 4, September 

2012, p 6. 
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              Barnes, Clive ‘Review: Unforgotten’  Books for Keeps, Issue 210, January 2015.  

<http://booksforkeeps.co.uk/issue/210/childrens-books/reviews/unforgotten>  

 

 

This is one of those picturebooks whose ambition goes far beyond telling a simple tale for young children; and 

which not only assumes a developed sense of pictorial narrative but seeks to touch on the fundamental questions 

of who we are and how we live. If that kind of description warns you of pretentiousness in either artist or reviewer, 

then I should add that it also a book whose illustrations are beautiful, fascinating and strange, whose story is 

quietly and mysteriously engrossing, and whose images linger long after you put the book aside. Angels with 

children’s faces, identified by the text only as ‘impossible birds’, descend from Space towards a benighted and 

light speckled earth. White cut-out figures from a Renaissance painting or a Christmas card, they drift down into a 

dark, hard-edged cityscape of towering buildings, mist, smoke and grime. Downcast stone headed people, 

jumbled from different times and cultures, perhaps pasted in from monochrome photographs, walk the streets 

and ride the subways beside the artist’s own pale and withdrawn characters. The ‘impossible birds’ are on a 

mission of compassion to these disheartened people; they seek to ‘watch over, to warm and to mend’, but their 

work is hard and draining. One angel, weakened, falls to earth among the pale crowds, and, eventually, turning to 

stone, becomes a statue in a park, only to be rescued by a merciful motley gang of a boy and girl, a dog, a clown, 

a duck and (probably) a pantomime horse, who, themselves, watch over, warm and mend and, eventually, 

release the bird back to the sky. It’s a poem told in pictures (and the text is written out as a poem towards the end 

of the book). The images appear like a stuttering lantern show, variations of light and dark, inviting the reader’s 

imagination to sense something that remains tantalisingly out of reach, like the presence of the birds themselves. 

At its heart there is a double page spread of eighteen frames of the changing shape of a drifting cloud expressing 

the idea of ‘a thought hard to hold’. All told, it’s a remarkable, mesmerising book that seeks to put into pictures 

yearnings that escape words. 

 

 

http://booksforkeeps.co.uk/issue/210/childrens-books/reviews/unforgotten
http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-BCi9AsKDeIg/UB9Mb2DR8PI/AAAAAAAAmOI/jBwlpPCAWho/s1600/unforgotten.jpg
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Fulcher, Kim ‘funny situations can lead to complex reasoning in a non-confrontational 

way’ Where the Books Are  

<https://www.wherethebooksare.com/blog-1/review-my-uncles-donkey> 

“My uncle’s donkey is toilet trained … luckily.” 

The thing I really love about My Uncle’s Donkey is that it’s a complex story that leads to 

complex thoughts. 

 

It’s widely agreed that life is complex and so the ability to notice complexities can be a 

tremendous boost to self-confidence, resilience and skilled decision making.  

When children begin to recognise that there are often competing interests to be balanced and 

that there will often be more than one right answer (and more than one wrong answer) they 

are better equipped to be compassionate and caring towards others.  

This world could sure use more of that! 

 

A book as simple and funny as My Uncle’s Donkey is ideal, because it presents the child with 

two familiar ideas and then sets those ideas outside of the everyday. Most children have an 

uncle and most children are familiar with the idea of having a pet. But a donkey falls outside 

of the norm—and leads to all sorts of possible thoughts like: 

 

Does my uncle have a pet?  

How does he treat the pet? 

 

What are the rules about pets?  

Is there any chance that I could have a donkey for a pet? Would it be allowed inside? 

 

Is having a donkey in the house shocking or cosy? 

Can someone else have a whole different set of standards for how pets are treated? 

 

Would I even want a donkey in the house? 

The donkey does seem to get in the way sometimes. 

Once a child has settled on the idea that someone else can act differently and that can be fun 

but not necessarily something the child might want to do, they're on their way to being able to 

think in similar ways about a whole lot of other more important issues. So… this is a great 

book for raising complex issues in a simple non-confrontational way.  

Plus, it’s heaps of fun to read—and that’s the key. Pretty much everyone likes to think and to 

wonder and to share a joke. 

 

There are a whole bunch of little gags throughout the book, like: 'My uncle’s donkey is toilet 

trained … luckily.'  Visual gags too, like a donkey in striped socks. The last page is the 

clincher though: 'I wonder if my uncle’s donkey would be allowed in our house?' 

There’s no answer—not even implied. The perfect ending. 

 

This is a simply-told story with few words and clear pictures, making it ideal for younger 

children—but older kids will still find it funny and could use it as a conversation starter or to 

springboard ideas for writing.  

 

One last thing: My Uncle’s Donkey works beautifully as a starting point for gender 

conversations. The donkey is never assigned a gender, but most children tend to assume it 

must be a boy—there’s a good conversation to be had here about why that is. 

https://www.wherethebooksare.com/blog-1/review-my-uncles-donkey
https://www.wherethebooksare.com/blog-1/review-my-uncles-donkey
https://www.wherethebooksare.com/blog-1/review-my-uncles-donkey


 

IBBY Australia Nomination for Hans Christian Andersen Award for Illustration 2022: Tohby Riddle 

55 

Lavi, Tali ‘[Review: My Uncle’s Donkey] Magpies, Vol 25, No 4, September 2010, p 30.  
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Knight, Fran ‘[Review: The Astronaut’s Cat]’ ReadPlus April 3 2020. 

<https://www.readplus.com.au/blog_detail.php?id=10764> 

 

                         The astronaut's cat by Tohby Riddle 

Allen and Unwin, 2020. ISBN: 9781760524944. 32pp. 

(Age: 4+) Highly recommended. The image of a cat peering out of 

the space lab's porthole is mesmerising: at once preposterous and 

curiously entrancing, it will impel younger readers to wonder about 

the story inside. 

 

This cat is an inside cat: she spends her time sleeping and eating 

and playing with her musical ball which looks like Earth. She likes to 

look out of the window at the astronaut at work, or just look at the 

rocks. She knows that it will be too hot for her outside during the 

day and freezing at night and there is air inside the space lab and 

none outside, and there is some sound inside but not outside, but 

still she wonders what it would be like. She dreams of being out 

there, bouncing in the dust, leaping and twirling, higher than ever 

before. She dreams she sees her ball in the ink black sky and 

dreams she is on it with its millions of shapes and forms, colours 

and things to wonder at. 

 

The curious cat reveals the world as she can see it from space: beautiful, colourful, 

scenic and pristine. But readers will know that it needs care to remain this way. A 

testament to the fragility of the Earth, Riddle's work is always quirky and mischievous. 

We can rely on him to produce a story that has layers of meaning and intent, and is 

deeply satisfying. 

His quirky premise that a cat can live in a space lab will quicken readers' imaginations, 

provoke them to dream themselves of what it would be like for a cat on the moon and 

initiate thoughts about what it would be like for them to be on the moon.  And within 

Riddle's sparse poetic lines they will pick up much information about the moon and its 

treasures. 

 

With his illustrations reflecting an interest with mixed media and collage, readers again 

will be intrigued, looking for examples of paper cut out, collage, antique engravings and 

watercolour illustrations of flora and fauna. His mix of techniques adds yet another level 

of interest to a book which is already endlessly fascinating. Teacher tips and notes on 

making the book are available. Themes: Cats, Astronauts, Moon, Space travel, 

Companionship. 

Fran Knight 

 

  

https://www.readplus.com.au/blog_detail.php?id=10764
https://www.allenandunwin.com/browse/books/childrens/The-Astronauts-Cat-Tohby-Riddle-9781760524944
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‘The Astronaut’s Cat Review’ Noveltea Corner Thoughts from a bookish mind April 7, 

2020. <https://novelteacorner.com/2020/04/07/the-astronauts-cat-review/> 

                             

 

A delightful story that celebrates the wonders of the Moon, the curiosity of cats and the precious 
beauty of Earth. 
The astronaut’s cat is an inside cat. 

And she likes it like that. 

The astronaut’s cat is an inside cat – on the Moon! But she dreams about the strange outside world – 
and the mysterious blue ball that rises into the ink-black sky . . . 
A wonderfully whimsical, funny and surprising story of a very unusual ‘inside cat’ – by one of 
Australia’s finest picture-book creators. Perfect for readers who are intrigued or inspired by the 
landscapes of the Moon and the Earth – or fascinated by the inner life of cats. 

 
The Astronaut’s Cat is a beautiful story about an indoor cat who watches an astronaut, through a 
round window, explore the moon outside. The cat is happy being an inside cat, but as she watches, 
she dreams about what it might be like to go outside and have her own adventures. 
Initially, I requested to review The Astronaut’s Cat because I love cats and I love space and this 
seemed like a beautiful collision of the two. And it is. Tohby Riddle’s gentle, lyrical storytelling style, 
introduces us to the cat and her life and her dreams.  His narrative weaves facts about space into the 
story that will delight any young space fans. 
What surprised me most, and this was purely incidental as the book was in production long before the 
current events, was how topical this book is, and how it’s a nice way to talk to younger children who 
are currently stuck inside due to the pandemic. The cat in the story cannot physically go outside – 
there’s no air, the temperatures are not conducive, etc – a bit like the children who have to spend their 
time at home now. The cat dreams of her adventures, but knows that it’s okay that she’s an inside cat 
for now, and I think that this book has the potential to provide some support for children to begin to 
understand that for themselves. 
As always, Tohby Riddle’s gorgeous illustrations provide the backbone for this book. Using a 
combination of hand-drawn/painted illustrations  as well as photography of the moon’s surface and 
the Earth, it’s just enough whimsy and reality to be perfectly enchanting. I did see that the publisher’s 
had shared a video of Riddle talking through some of his favourite spreads in the book, which may 
interest people, and definitely added to my own reading experience. 
This is a perfectly charming book that children will love. 

https://novelteacorner.com/2020/04/07/the-astronauts-cat-review/
https://novelteacorner.files.wordpress.com/2020/04/9781760524944.jpg
https://youtu.be/xQsnpnFczqE
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Appendix C. USB 

[Contains photo of author, electronic copies of books, and an electronic copy of the dossier.]  


