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La joven maestra y la gran serpiente 
(The Young Teacher and the Great Serpent)

Letras al carbón
(Letters in Charcoal)



A veces
Sometimes

Don Salomón y la peluquera
Don Salomón and the Hairdresser

Conjuros y sortilegios
Spells and Enchantments



Sin pies ni cabeza
Without Rhyme or Reason

Medalla de honor
Medal of Honor

La gran barca
The Great Boat

Atchú y otros cuentos
Atchú and Other Stories



Simón quiere perder el año
Simón wants to fail the year.

Jero Carapálida y el guardián de
las cosas perdidas
Jero Paleface and the Guardian of Lost Things

Jero Carapálida y el concierto
desconcertante
Jero Paleface and the Disconcerting Concert

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jerz8

Cuentos de Navidad
6DygDQ&t=205s



Abril Celeste y el acertijo de la sopa verde
April Celeste and the Riddle of the Green Soup

Domingos con la tía Trina
Sundays with Aunt Trina

Mis ciento treinta apellidos
My One Hundred and Thirty Surnames

Como todos los días
Like Every Day



El último vuelo de Hortensia
The Last Flight of Hortensia

Paso a paso
Step by Step

Las sombras de la escalera
The Shadows of the Staircase

Mambrú perdió la guerra
Mambrú Lost the War





                      International Awards – 
The Young Teacher and the Great Serpent







- Conjuros y sortilegios, Panamericana (1998)
- Mambrú perdió la guerra, Fondo de Cultura Económica (2012)
- Letras al carbón, Editorial Juventud (2015)
- La joven maestra y la gran serpiente, Juventud (2019) 
- El último vuelo de hortensia, Panamericana (2021)

- Fundalectura: Award for Best Children's Literature Book, Conjuros y sortilegios, 1993.
- First Cocorí Children's Story Contest, UNICEF, Costa Rica: Finalist with the story Atchú, 1993.
- Norma-Fundalectura Latin American Children's Literature Contest: Finalist with the book 

Cambio de voz, 1997.
- Comfamiliar del Atlántico Contest: Finalist with the story Sin pies ni cabeza (1998). Winner 

with Simón quiere perder el año (2007).
- Special Mention – Best Books of the Year by the Colombian Book Chamber for Pedro Nel 

Gómez, mitos, minas y montañas, 2000.
- Banco del Libro de Venezuela: Honor List Mention in Best Children's Books selection for 

Conjuros y sortilegios (1994, 2010) and Lugares fantásticos de Colombia, guía de viaje (2010).
- Librarians’ Award from Banco del Libro de Venezuela for Mambrú perdió la guerra, 2013.
- Guest writer at the Redwood City Public Library, California, USA, 2017.
- Special Mention – Best Books of the Year by the Colombian Book Chamber (2000) for Pedro 

Nel Gómez. Mitos, minas y montañas.
- Ciudades históricas de Colombia, Lugares fantásticos de Colombia, and La independencia de 

Colombia: así fue were included in the Semilla collection of the Colombian Ministry of Educa-
tion for school libraries.

- Cambio de voz was a �nalist in the Norma-Fundalectura Contest, 1997.
- Las sombras de la escalera was selected in an international contest by the Mexican Ministry 

of Education for 96,000 school libraries (2007).
- Simón quiere perder el año won the 15th National Children's Story Contest by Comfamiliar 

del Atlántico.
- Atchú y otros cuentos was selected for the Palabras que acompañan collection (GlaxoSmith-

Kline-Alfaguara) with 82,000 copies printed (2002).
- Don Salomón y la peluquera was selected by Houghton Mi�in, USA, for its bilingual educa-

tion program (1992).
- A veces was selected in an international contest by the Mexican Ministry of Education for 

81,000 school libraries (2006).

List of Awards and Distinctions
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