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          1. Biographical Information on the Candidate 

Bruce Whatley was born in Wales in 1954 and overcame a traumatic birth injury to 
become one of Australia’s most prolific and best-known children’s picture book illustrators 
and authors. The tendons in Bruce’s right arm were severed at birth, presenting a life-long 
challenge. Despite the fact that Bruce could not read until he was ten years old, he went on 
to a career as an illustrator and art director, and later as an artist, a storyteller and a writer.  
   
He migrated to Australia with his parents in 1959, living in both Adelaide and Whyalla 
before returning to the United Kingdom in 1969 for further study. He later completed a BA 
(Illustration) at the Manchester Polytechnic. Whatley worked in London as an art director 
and illustrator from 1975 to 1980 and then re-settled in Australia, basing himself in Sydney 
with his wife and co-author Rosie Smith. In 1995 Whatley moved again, this time to the USA 
where he took up work with HarperCollins. He later returned to Australia and settled at Berry 
on the south coast of New South Wales. 
  
He began to work in the field of picture books after his career in advertising, and since 
1992 Bruce has written and/or illustrated over ninety children’s picture books. Though 
based in Australia his work is published internationally and in 2014 was included in the 
Bologna Children’s Book Fair Exhibition. 
 
His award winning titles include The Ugliest Dog in the World, Looking for Crabs, 
Detective Donut and the Wild Goose Chase, Diary of a Wombat, The Little Refugee, 
Flood, Fire, And the Band Played Waltzing Matilda and Cyclone. 

Bruce completed his PhD in 2008, Left Hand Right Hand: implications of ambidextrous 
image making, looking at the image making of the non-dominant hand, discovering that in 
most people the ability to draw lies in using the ‘other’ hand. He has since illustrated 3 
books with his non-dominant left hand. Bruce is continually looking for new innovative 
ways to make images to tell his visual narratives. 

His main inspiration has been his family, who feature in several of his earlier picture 
books, his wife, Rosie Smith, being co-author on many of his projects. Bruce has also 
collaborated with their son, Ben Smith Whatley. Bruce uses a variety of illustration 
mediums including gouache, pen and ink, pencil, oils, watercolour and more recently CGI 
software. His aim is to entertain and surprise the reader with illustration styles that vary 
considerably depending on the text and the age group of his audience. 

He also works to inspire creativity in children, regularly visiting schools and remote 
communities over the past 30 years to nurture creative writing and art. In the process, he’s 
helped build self-esteem and stimulated innovative thinking.  
 
In 2023 he was nominated the NSW Senior Australian of the Year. Dr Bruce Whatley is an 
outstanding illustrator and writer for children and would be a highly deserving recipient of 
the Hans Christian Andersen Award 2026.  

 

[See also 5. Awards and Other Distinctions, p 9.]  
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2. Portrait Photograph of the Candidate 

 

 

Photo courtesy: Rosie Smith 
 
 
[See copy in dossier file.] 
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3. Statement of Candidate’s Contribution  
           

‘I have always liked experimenting with illustration styles and think I would get bored 
If I stuck to one or two. Also I have found the content or target audience determines the 
style I use. Mediums include pencil, watercolour, acrylics, oils and more recently CGI 
using animation software such as Cinema 4D and ZBrush.’ 
https://brucewhatley.com/illustration-styles 
 
Bruce Whatley is a consummate artist working across diverse formats and traversing 
subjects, both serious and humorous in focus, in his multi-faceted art. He employs 
diverse styles and mediums according to subject or collaborator. One Tree 
(2019) for example, is executed in linocuts produced digitally. 
 
‘I have always loved animation and incorporate movement and timing in my work as 
much as possible. I came across a 3D computer program called Cinema 4D some time 
ago. It is essentially an animation software used primarily in film and gaming but I 
started to play around with it as a medium for my illustrations. I collaborated with my 
son Ben to produce the illustrations for Zoobots and Tin Toys. All these images are 
created in the virtual 3D world.’ https://brucewhatley.com/cgi 
 
Bruce’s innovative use of digital technology is evident in many of his works, several of 
which have also been interactive visual texts such as Whatley’s Quest (1995) written 
with Rosie Smith, and Alpha Quest (2007), also with Rosie Smith. 
 
‘Whatley is not so much a traditional illustrator as an animator (he describes books as 
“low-tech movies”).’ (Butler, 1994, p 16) ‘In a sense he is rendering scene-by-scene film 
storyboards into picture books.’ (Butler, p 17)  
 
In his drawings he has created warm and engaging characters, including the lovable 
wombat who is the focus of his award-winning Wombat series, written by Jackie French. 
Bruce’s wit and humour were demonstrated in Queen Victoria’s Underpants (2010), and 
Queen Victoria’s Christmas (2012), Pete the Sheep (2004) and Too Many Pears (2005) 
each written by Jackie French. 
 
‘Whatley’s greatest assets are a very high level of technical skill, a burnished fresh- 
from-the-oven edge that beats the page like a big brass drum, and his irrepressible 
exuberance.’ (Butler, p 17)  
 
His books also demonstrate the research he does to create historical subjects such as 
Queen Victoria. Other historical works tackled include Mulga Bill’s Bicycle and Other 
Classics (2005) by A.B. Paterson, Pig on the Titanic (2005) by Gary Crew, The Wreck of the 
Quetta (2002) by Gary Crew, The Little Refugee (2012) by Anh and Suzanne Do, And the 
Band Played Waltzing Matilda (2015) by Eric Bogle, and the Danny da Vinci series written 
 with Rosie Smith. Landscapes both rural and urban are evoked in stunning detail, for 
example, in his paintings for the Disaster series written by Jackie French. Bruce’s talent in 
exploring the metaphorical is also demonstrated in works such as A Boy Like Me (2012) by 
Libby Hathorn, and Ruben (2017).  
 
Bruce Whatley brings his animation and storyboarding skills and diverse approach to format 
to his highly distinctive and acclaimed work.    
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 ‘Creating New Work with Bruce Whatley’ Penguin Books Australia 29 March 2019 
https://www.penguin.com.au/articles/2209-behind-the-studio-door-with-bruce-whatley 
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4. Essays, Interviews or Articles  
This dossier contains copies of the following two articles in Appendix A: 

 Butler, Mark ‘(Know the Author/Illustrator Bruce Whatley)’ Magpies Vol 9, No 5, 
November 1994, pp 16–17. 

 ‘Illustrator adds to Playschool’s Crew’ The Senior Updated June 28 2018, first 
published September 2 2016  

      https://www.thesenior.com.au/story/5413584/illustrator-adds-to-play-schools-crew/ 

Key Sources: 

The following sources have provided in-depth information about Bruce Whatley, some of 
which has been included in this dossier. 
 
Entries for his works can be found at NCACL  
https://www.ncacl.org.au/ 
 
‘Bruce Whatley’ AustLit: The Resource for Australian Literature 
https://www.austlit.edu.au/austlit/page/A47762> 

‘Whatley, Bruce, 1954–’ Encyclopedia.com 
https://www.encyclopedia.com/children/scholarly-magazines/whatley-bruce-1954 

 
Bruce Whatley  
https://brucewhatley.com/ 

Other Biographical and Critical Sources Include:  

 
‘Author interview: Bruce Whatley’ My Book Corner 
https://www.mybookcorner.co.uk/bruce-whatley/ 
 
‘Creating New Work with Bruce Whatley’ Penguin Books Australia 29 March 2019 
https://www.penguin.com.au/articles/2209-behind-the-studio-door-with-bruce-whatley 
 
‘Dr Bruce Whatley’ Australian of the Year Awards 
https://australianoftheyear.org.au/recipients/dr-bruce-whatley 
 
‘Illustrator adds to Play School’s crew’ The Senior June 28 2018 
https://www.thesenior.com.au/story/5413584/illustrator-adds-to-play-schools-crew/ 
 
Filmed interviews: 
 
‘Drawing Your Characters with Bruce Whatley’ Harper Collins Australia YouTube 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jNBXxrMCYio 

[See also list of reviews of 5 books submitted, p 19.] 
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5. Awards and other Distinctions  
 

International Awards Arranged per Award Category: 

 

                                   INTERNATIONAL AWARDS 

 

Chen Bochum International Children’s Literature Award:  

 2021: Winner Pandemic  

 
International Youth Library, White Ravens Awards, Germany: 
 

 2008 The Shaggy Gully Times: the f(p)unniest newspaper you’ll ever read by Jackie 

French. Pymble, Sydney: Angus & Robertson, 2007. 

 2009 The smallest bilby and the Easter games by Nette Hilton. Kingswood, S. Aust.: 

Working Title Press, 2008. 

 2012 Flood by Jackie French. Lindfield, N.S.W.: Scholastic Australia, 2011. 

                                                   
                                                AUSTRALIA 
                       
                     AWARDS FOR PERSONAL ACHIEVEMENT 
 
2023 NSW Senior Australian of the Year Nominee  
 
2007 Whatley, Bruce (2020). Left hand right hand: implications of ambidextrous image 
making. Monash University. PhD Thesis. https://doi.org/10.26180/14973477.v1 
                                                      

                                                      AUSTRALIA 

                                  CHILDREN’S & YA BOOK AWARDS  
 
Australian Awards Arranged per Award Category: 
 
Books I Love Best Yearly (Bilby) Award – Early Readers:  
 

 2008 Winner Diary of a Wombat 
 
Books I Love Best Yearly (Bilby) Award – Younger Readers:  
 

 1999 Winner Detective Donut and the Wild Goose Chase 
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Canberra’s Own Outstanding List (COOL) – Picture Book Award: 
 

 2003 Winner Diary of a Wombat 
 
Children’s Book Council of Australia (CBCA) Picture Book of the Year Award: 
 

 1993 Shortlisted Looking for Crabs  
 1998 Honour Book Detective Donut and the Wild Goose Chase 
 2003 Honour Book The Diary of a Wombat  
 2012 Winner Flood 
 2016 Shortlisted And the Band Played Waltzing Matilda  

 
Children’s Book Council of Australia (CBCA) Eve Pownall Award for Information 
Books: 
 
2012 Winner The Little Refugee 
 
Children’s Book Council of Australia (CBCA) Notable Books:  
 

 1993 The Ugliest Dog in the World  
 2012 Nog and the Land of Noses 

Environment Award for Children’s Literature  

 2020 Shortlisted One Tree  

NSW Premier’s Literary Awards (Patricia Wrightson Prize for Children’s Literature) 

 2020 Shortlisted One Tree  

Prime Minister’s Literary Award Young Adult Fiction  

 2018 Shortlisted Ruben  
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6. Complete Bibliography  

PICTURE BOOKS:  

1992 The Ugliest Dog in the World   Harper Collins 

1993  Looking for Crabs    Harper Collins 

 I Wanna be Famous    Harper Collins 

1994 That Magnetic Dog    Harper Collins 

1995 Whatley’s Quest with Rosie Smith                  Harper Collins 

1996 The Magic Dictionary    Harper Collins 

1996  Teddy Bear’s Picnic Song arranged by  
            Jerry Garcia and David Grisman   Harper Collins USA 
1997 Tails from Grandad’s Attic   Harper Collins 

 Detective Donut and the Wild Goose Chase 
             with Rosie Smith                                             Harper Collins USA 
 Mrs Piggle-Wiggle’s Won’t- Take-A- Bath-Cure 
             by Betty Macdonald                                         Harper Collins USA 
 Mrs Piggle Wiggle’s  Won’t-Pick-Up-Toys-Cure  
             by Betty Macdonald                                        Harper Collins USA 
1999 The Night Before Christmas 
              by Clement Clarke Moore   Harper Collins USA 
 Elvis Presley’s The First Noel   Harper Collins USA 

 There Ain’t No Bugs on Me 
             Songs by Jerry Garcia and David Grisman Harper Collins USA 
 The Boing Boing Races                Koala Books   

 The Flying Emu                 Harper Collins 

 My First Nursery Rhymes   Harper Festival 

            Emu & Roo [Combines The Boing Boing Races  
            and The Flying Emu.]                                     Koala Books 
2000 What Will You Wear Jenny Jenkins? 
            Songs by Jerry Garcia and David Grisman Harper Collins USA 
2001 Captain Pajamas by Rosie Smith  Harper Collins USA 

 Little White Dogs Can’t Jump 
             with Rosie Smith                Harper Collins 

All Things Bright and Beautiful  
by Cecil Frances Alexander               Harper Collins USA 
Wait No Paint     Harper Collins USA 

2002 Cowboy Pirate     Harper Collins 
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 The Wreck of the Quetta by Gary Crew  Lothian 

 Diary of a Wombat by Jackie French  Harper Collins 

2003 The Perfect Pet by Margie Palatini   Katherine Tegan Books 

2004  Dragons of Galapagos    Lothian  

 Pete the Sheep by Jackie French               Harper Collins 

2005 Too Many Pears! by Jackie French              Koala Books 

 I Want a Hippopotamus for Christmas  
             by John Rox                                                           Harper Collins USA 
 The Lantern by Gary Crew   Hachette Australia 

 Noises at Night by Beth Raisner Glass and  
             Susan Lubner                              Harry N Abrams 
2005 Mulga Bill’s Bicycle and Other Classics 
             by A.B. Paterson     ABC Books  
             Pig on the Titanic by Gary Crew                          HarperCollins 

 2006     Josephine Wants to Dance by Jackie French Harper Collins 

2007 The Smallest Bilby and the Midnight Star 
              by Nette Hilton                                                      Working Title Press 
 Here Comes Santa Claus by Gene Autry and  
             Oakley Haldeman                  Harper Collins USA 
 Danny da Vinci: The Giant Horse of Milan 
             with Rosie Smith                                         ABC Books 
 Alpha Quest with Rosie Smith   Harper Collins 

 The Watchmaker Who Saved Christmas               Random House 

2008  Clinton Gregory’s Secret   Scholastic  

            The Smallest Bilby and the Easter Tale  
             by Nette Hilton                                                      Working Title Press 
 

 2009     Danny da Vinci: Flying Machines of Lombardy 
            with Rosie Smith                                        ABC Books 
 Emily and the Big Bad Bunyip   Harper Collins                                                                                         

             Baby Wombat’s Week                                            Harper Collins 
 
2010 The Smallest Bilby and the Easter Games 
 by Nette Hilton                                                     Working Title Press 
  
             Martha Doesn’t Say Sorry! by Samantha Berger Little, Brown        
  The Shaggy Gully Times  by Jackie French           Harper Collins 
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 The Little Drummer Boy                Penguin Random House 

 Zoobots with Ben Smith  Whatley  Harper Collins 

 Queen Victoria’s Underpants by Jackie French Harper Collins 

 Martha Doesn’t Share! by Samantha Berger  Little, Brown 

The Secret Message 
by Mina Javaherbin     Disney/Hyperion Books 
Diary of a Baby Wombat                                      Clarion Books 

2011 Monster by Andrew Daddo   ABC Books 

 My Mum’s the Best with Rosie Smith  Scholastic Australia 

 Flood by Jackie French    Scholastic Australia 

 Nog and the Land of Noses   Harper Collins 

2012  The Little Refugee by Anh and Suzanne Do Allen & Unwin 

 Hunting for Dragons    Scholastic Australia 

 Tin Toys with Ben Smith   Harper Collins 

 My Dad’s the Coolest with Rosie Smith  Scholastic Australia 

 Queen Victoria’s Christmas by Jackie French Harper Collins 

 A Boy Like Me bv Libby Hathorn  ABC Books 

 The Queen with the Wobbly Bottom  
             by Phillip Gwynne                            Hardie Grant 
2013  The Great Texas Hamster Drive  
              by Eric A. Kimmel                                       Two Lions 
 Christmas Wombat by Jackie French  Harper Collins 

 Wombat Goes to School  by Jackie French Harper Collins 

 My Merry Christmas with Rosie Smith  Scholastic Australia 

2014 My Easter Egg Hunt with Rosie Smith  Scholastic Australia 

 Fire by Jackie French    Harper Collins 

 The Beach They Called Gallipoli 
             by Jackie French                Harper Collins 
 Magic Car Wash 1: Adventures of the Magic  

             Car Wash with Rosie Smith and Ben Smith Whatley 

                                                                                           Five Mile Press 

 Magic Car Wash 2: Red’s First Fire 
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 with Rosie Smith and Ben Smith Whatley Five Mile Press 

2015 Wombat Wins by Jackie French   Harper Collins 

 And The Band Played Waltzing Matilda  

            Lyrics by Eric Bogle                                             Allen & Unwin 

 The Runaway Car with Rosie Smith  Five Mile Press 

2016 Magic Car Wash 3: The Giant Mouse 
              with Rosie Smith and Ben Smith Whatley Five Mile Press 
 Grandma Wombat by Jackie French  Harper Collins 

 My First Day at School with Rosie Smith             Scholastic Australia 

 Cyclone by Jackie French                       Scholastic Australia 

2017     Ruben                                                                    Scholastic Australia 

2017 Danny da Vinci: The Secret of the Mona Lisa 
 with Rosie Smith                              ABC Books 
2018 Drought by Jackie French   Scholastic Australia 

2019  Dippy’s Big Day Out by Jackie French                Harper Collins 

             Concept by Ben Smith Whatley    Harper Collins 
 One Tree by Christopher Cheng                Puffin 

 Happy Birthday Wombat by Jackie French Harper Collins 

 The Adventures of Danny Da Vinci  
             with Rosie Smith                            ABC Books 
 Dippy and the Dinosaurs by Jackie French 
             Concept by Ben Smith Whatley                           Harper Collins 
2020 Pandemic by Jackie French   Scholastic Australia 

 Little Lion: a long way home by Saroo Brierley Penguin 

 To My Country by Ben Lawson   Allen & Unwin 

 The Tortoise and the Hare   Scholastic Australia 

 Earthquake by Jackie French                   Scholastic Australia 

2021 Christmas Always Comes by Jackie French Harper Collins 

2022 Diary of a Rescued Wombat by Jackie French Harper Collins 

2023 Plague by Jackie French   Scholastic Australia 

2024 Tornado by Jackie French   Scholastic Australia 
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7. Translated Editions  

Baby Wombat’s Week by Jackie French and Bruce Whatley. HarperCollins, 2009. 

 Dai xiong bao bao de yi zhou [Chinese] Kunming: Yunnan mei shu chu ban 
she, 2012. 

 

Cyclone by Jackie French and Bruce Whatley. Scholastic, 2016. 

 Ju feng = Jufeng [Chinese] Shijiazhuang: Hebei shao nian er tong chu ban she, 2019. 

 

Diary of a Baby Wombat by Jackie French and Bruce Whatley. Clarion Books, 2010. 

 Dai xiong ri ji [Chinese] Beijing: Lian  huan hua chu ban she, 2014. 

 

Diary of a Wombat by Jackie French and Bruce Whatley. HarperCollins, 2002.  

 Ma tu lo sai cos'è un vombato? [Italian] Milano: Salani, 2005. 

 Je mange, je dors, je me gratte, je suis un wombat [French] Paris: Albin Michel 
Jeunesse 2005   

 Dagboek van een wombat [Dutch] Houten, The Netherlands: Van Goor, 2010.  

 Wonbatto no Nikki [Japanese] Tōkyō: Hyōronsha, 2005. 

 

Drought  by Jackie French and Bruce Whatley. Scholastic, 2018. 

 Gan han = Ganhan [Chinese] Shijiazhuang: Hebei shao nian er tong chu ban 
she, 2019.  

 

Emu & Roo by Bruce Whatley. [Combines The Boing Boing Races and The Flying Emu.] 
Koala Books, 1999. 

 Xiang fei de tuo niao [Chinese] Beijing: Yin shua gong ye chu ban she, 2012. 

 

Fire by Jackie French and Bruce Whatley. Scholastic, 2014. 

 Huo zai = Huozai [Chinese] Shijiazhuang: Hebei shao nian er tong chu ban she, 2019.  
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Flood by Jackie French and Bruce Whatley. Scholastic, 2011. 

 Hong shui = Hongshui Chinese] Shijiazhuang: Hebei shao nian er tong chu ban 
she, 2019.  

 

Hunting for Dragons by Bruce Whatley. Scholastic Australia, 2012. 

 Wo kan jian le long [Chinese] Kunming: Chen guang chu ban she, 2013.  

 

Josephine Wants to Dance by Jackie French and Bruce Whatley. HarperCollins, 2006. 

 Yuesefen xiang yao tiao wu [Chinese] Kunming: Yunnan mei shu chu ban she, 2012. 

 K'aenggŏruga ch'umŭl ch'undago? [Korean] Kyŏnggi-do P'aju-si: K'idŭk 
K'idŭk, 2008.  

 Dansu no sukina Josefīnu [Japanese] Tōkyō: Suzuki Shuppan Kabushiki 
Kaisha, 2009.  

Secret Message by Mina Jiawahebin and Bruce Whatley. Disney/Hyperion,Books, 2010. 

 Ying wu de an hao [Chinese] Taibei Shi: Xiao lu wen hua shi ye gu fen you xian gong 
si, 2013. 

 Shōnin to ōmu: Perusha no ohanashi [Japanese] Tōkyō: Mitsumura Kyōiku Tosho, 
2012. 

The Queen with the Wobbly Bottom by Philip Gwynne and Bruce Whatley. Hardie 
Grant, 2012. 

 Da pi gu nu wang [Chinese] Taibei Shi: Taiwan dong fang chu ban she gu fen you 
xian gong si, 2013. 

 

Wombat Wins by Jackie French and Bruce Whateley. HarperCollins, 2015.  

 Wombat hat die Nase vorn [German] Hildesheim: Gerstenberg, 2018.  

 

Pandemic by Jackie French and Bruce Whatley. Scholastic, 2020. 

 Da liu xing [Chinese] Beijing: Beijing lian he chu ban gong si, 2021. 
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 8. Ten Most Important Books by the Candidate 

              One Tree written by Christoper Cheng. Melbourne Vic., Penguin Random House 
Australia, 2019. 
 
Ruben written and illustrated by Bruce Whatley. Lindfield NSW, Scholastic Australia, 
2017.  
 
And the Band Played Waltzing Matilda Song Lyrics written by Eric Bogle. Crows Nest,  
NSW, Allen & Unwin, 2015. 
 
Pandemic written by Jackie French. Gosford, NSW, Scholastic Press, 2020.  
 
Queen Victoria’s Underpants written by Jackie French. Sydney, NSW, Angus & 
Robertson/HarperCollins, 2010. 
 
Fire written by Jackie French. Sydney, NSW, HarperCollins, 2014. 
 
Diary of a Wombat written by Jackie French. Sydney, NSW, HarperCollins, 2002. 
 
The Little Refugee written by Anh and Suzanne Doh. Crows Nest, NSW, Allen & Unwin, 
2012. 
 
Little Lion: A Long Way Home written by Saroo Brierley. [Docklands, NSW], Puffin 
Books, 2020.  
 
Whatley’s Quest written with Rosie Smith, Sydney, NSW, HarperCollins, 1995. 
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              9. List of Five Books Sent to Jurors  
 

One Tree written by Christoper Cheng. Melbourne Vic., Penguin Random House 
Australia, 2019. 
 
Ruben written and illustrated by Bruce Whatley. Lindfield NSW, Scholastic Australia, 
2017.  
 
And the Band Played Waltzing Matilda Song Lyrics written by Eric Bogle. Crows Nest,  
NSW, Allen & Unwin, 2015. 
 
Pandemic written by Jackie French. Gosford, NSW, Scholastic Press, 2020.  
 
Queen Victoria’s Underpants written by Jackie French. Sydney, NSW, Angus & 
Robertson/HarperCollins, 2010. 
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10. Published Reviews of Works 

The following is a list of ten reviews, two of each of five books, copies of which are 
contained in this dossier in Appendix B: 
 
 
Crofts, Madeleine ‘Review: One Tree’ Reading Time November 9, 2019 
https://readingtime.com.au/one-tree/ 

Osborne, Sue ‘Review: Cheng, Christopher, ill. Bruce Whatley (One Tree)’ Magpies Vol 34, 
No 3, July 2019, p 33. 

Derouet, Liz ‘Review: Ruben’ Reading Time October 30, 2017  
https://readingtime.com.au/ruben/ 
 
McCartney, Tania ‘Review: Ruben’ Kids Book Review 15 March 2018 
http://www.kids-bookreview.com/2018/03/review-ruben.html 
 
Braxton, Barbara ‘Review: And the Band Played Waltzing Matilda’ The Bottom Shelf April 
21, 2016  
https://thebottomshelf.edublogs.org/2023/04/21/and-the-band-played-waltzing-matilda-2/ 
 
McCartney, Tania ‘Review: And the Band Played Waltzing Matilda’ Kids Book Review  
15 April 2015  
http://www.kids-bookreview.com/2015/04/review-and-band-played-waltzing-matilda.html 
 
Mayman, Raquel ‘Review: Pandemic’ Reading Time January 30, 2021  
https://readingtime.com.au/pandemic/ 

Alfaci, Marie ‘Review: French, Jackie, ill. Bruce Whatley (Pandemic)’ Magpies Vol 36, No 
1, March 2021, p 26. 

Steenberger, Kevin ‘Review: French, Jackie:  Queen Victoria’s Underpants ill. Bruce 
Whatley’ Magpies Vol 25, No 3, July 2010, p 29. 

McCartney, Tania ‘Review: Queen Victoria’s Underpants’ Kids Book Review 8 February 
2011  
http://www.kids-bookreview.com/2011/02/review-queen-victorias-underpants.html 
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11. Reproductions of Selected Book Covers 
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22 

 

Appendix A. Articles 

Butler, Mark ‘(Know the Author/Illustrator Bruce Whatley)’ Magpies Vol 9, No 5, 
November 1994, pp 16–17. 
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‘Illustrator adds to Playschool’s Crew’ The Senior Updated June 28 2018, first 
published September 2 2016  
https://www.thesenior.com.au/story/5413584/illustrator-adds-to-play-schools-crew/ 

 
 

 
INSPIRED BY FAMILY – Bruce Whatley is behind the design of Joey, Play School’s  
new toy kangaroo. 
 
Bruce Whatley’s children’s books have been enjoyed by a generation of youngsters. 
 
Best known for his Diary of a Wombat collaboration with Jackie French, the Bundanoon, 
NSW, illustrator is now reaching a whole new generation. 
 
In July, Bruce’s design for television show PlaySchool’s new toy kangaroo called Joey 
bounced onto television screens. 
 
Bruce said he was honoured to receive the call to design something for the show’s 50th 
anniversary. 
 
“The simplicity of the job was the hardest thing about it,” he said. 
 
“It had to have some resemblance to the other toys and had to look homemade.” 
 
Bruce has been writing and illustrating children’s books since he released The Ugliest Dog in 
the World in 1992. 



 

25 

 

His main inspiration is his family, with many of his stories based on their experiences. 
 
“We’re always laughing in my house,” he said. 
 
Bruce’s children Ben and Ellyn, now 32 and 29, influenced his early work, though he is 
currently inspired by his three-year-old grandson Bryce. 
 
His artistic pursuits also led him to complete a PhD. 
 
After living in America for four years, Bruce returned home disillusioned with his work. 
 
“Out of frustration I picked up a pencil in my left hand and I loved it,” said the artist, who 
predominantly uses his right hand. 
 
He found there were certain things he could produce better by drawing with his left hand, 
such as emotion. 
 
This led him to researching the brain’s left and right sides and their effect on skills such as 
drawing. 
 
While doing this research, Bruce met another man studying bi-manual drawing – the art of 
drawing with both hands at the same time. 
 
“He found it helpful with Parkinson’s because it stimulates both hemispheres and parts of the 
brain not normally stimulated.” 
 
Bruce encourages older people to try drawing with their non-dominant hands. 
“Just start by doing marks with your left hand – you might be pleasantly surprised.” 
 
Bruce is 62, but he says he is in denial. “As far as I am concerned, I’m 32. 
 
“I’m at that age when you start to lose friends and family to illness. It makes you aware of 
your mortality.” 
 
He can’t imagine himself retiring, though. 
“As long as I can hold a pencil I’ll keep going,” he said. 
Bruce is currently getting ready to release a new book, Ruben, about a 12-year-old boy living 
in a futuristic, derelict world. 
 
He is also working on a series with his wife Rosie Smith about the adventures of a character 
named Danny da Vinci, his best friend Mike Angelo, and his sister Lisa. 
“Lisa moans a lot,” he laughed. 
 
For more information about Bruce’s books, www.brucewhatley.com 
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Appendix B. Reviews  
 
Crofts, Madeleine ‘Review: One Tree’ Reading Time November 9, 2019 
https://readingtime.com.au/one-tree/ 
 

                           
One Tree tells the story of a boy and his grandfather living in a big, bustling, busy city. 
Grandfather is silent and sad, although he hasn’t always been this way. Before the city grew 
up around him, he was a young farmer connected to his land, telling stories of his days spent 
working in nature. The main character, a young boy, wants to connect with his Grandfather, 
and when he finds a plant growing in the pavement, he finds a way to reach him. Together 
they begin a plant revolution in their apartment, one which slowly spreads to the apartments 
around them. 
This book is so simply but beautifully written, and the illustrations so vibrant and effective, 
that once I read it, I had to turn back and read it again immediately. The story of the 
grandfather slowly being drawn into helping his grandson with the tree was so touching. I 
especially appreciated when the grandfather starts talking quietly to the tree. 
 
Bruce Whatley’s illustrations are achieved digitally, but give the appearance of linocuts. This 
technique, in its blend of old and new technology complements the themes of the book: the 
old and the new can find ways to coexist. 
 
While thematically matching similar books like Anna Walker’s Florette, and Peter 
Carnavas’ Last Tree in the City, Cheng’s One Tree is elevated by the relationship at the 
centre. Teachers could draw on the environmental themes to delve into the idea of 
urbanisation and change, as well as discussing inter-generational relationships. 
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Osborne, Sue ‘Review: Cheng, Christopher, ill. Bruce Whatley (One Tree)’ Magpies Vol 
34, No 3, July 2019, p 33. 
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Derouet, Liz ‘Review: Ruben’ Reading Time October 30, 2017  
https://readingtime.com.au/ruben/ 

                                             
Ruben lives alone in his safe place, surrounded by things he has collected. He dresses and 
heads for Block City, walking through streets of destruction and abandonment, “full of relics 
of a forgotten time, shapes without function” . Trains arrive overloaded in Block City, leave 
empty. Venturing further into Block City he meets Koji, someone like him. Together, 
keeping to the shadows, they walk along the platforms, avoiding the inhuman Controllers, 
Listeners, Monoliths and other things that keep Block City serviced. He scavenges something 
dropped and missed by the Sweepers. After leaving Koji in her safe place, he returns to his, 
only to feel different after meeting Koji. 
 
This picture book for older readers, with its futuristic setting and plot, is remarkable in many 
ways. The illustrations, all in black and white graphite, are detailed and intricate, the various 
shades working to enhance the feeling of desolation in this futuristic city. Every time I read 
this book I see something new and different. The verbal and visual texts blend as one. The 
verbal text is devoid of dialogue. This is a clever device, enabling the silence of the city in 
which it is set to be more emphasized and profound. The framing, perspectives and 
viewpoints used throughout are deliberate and very effective. After one particular page turn 
the reader is placed firmly in Ruben’s position, feeling just how he would feel. Told in three 
parts and ending with a hopeful epilogue, Ruben is a picture book that will not only stand the 
test of time but will be pored over again and again. 
 
Highly recommended for all libraries and picture book collections for those who, like me, 
love picture books. 
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McCartney, Tania ‘Review: Ruben’ Kids Book Review 15 March 2018 
http://www.kids-bookreview.com/2018/03/review-ruben.html 
 
Ruben is the latest book from the talented Bruce Whatley, and it’s beautifully artistic. 
 
An unusual story with stunning, black and white pencil illustrations, Ruben seems somewhat 
otherworldly, and yet not. 
 
It's set in what appears to be the future, a place where a young boy lives and survives alone. 
 
Ruben’s life seems bleak. He has surrounded himself with items that mean something to him, 
and records his life in a journal he constructed from bits and pieces. 
 
Ruben is a maker, an innovator, because he has to be. There’s no other way for him to live. 
He’s independent, a loner. In fact, there appear to be few other people in his world. 
 
 His daily routine is repetitive and includes exploratory expeditions into Block City, where he 
keeps to the shadows for safety. 
 
As he traverses derelict buildings, Ruben salvages what he can, but there is little left now. 
And few people, although one day he meets a young girl named Koji. 
 
They observe and evade the Controllers, Listeners, Bowler Men and Sweepers whose 
presence and activity is rather menacing (in some ways they made me think of the Cybermen 
and Daleks in Dr Who). 
 
The end of Ruben may just be the beginning, as Ruben -- and Koji -- take a courageous step 
into the unknown. 
 
There are multiple layers to Ruben’s story, which is told over almost 100 pages, and it will 
tell a different story, mean something different, to each person who reads it. 
 
Ruben is a picture book, but is definitely for older readers. The book itself is high quality 
with a sturdy hard cover and embossed title. 
 
If you’d like to know a bit more about the work that went into it, Bruce Whatley has shared 
some of the process used to create Ruben on his website. It was a process where he took 
sketches, photographs, and CGI to make a virtual world which was used when drawing the 
final illustrations. 
 
Ruben is certainly as it is described in the promotional material, ‘a triumph of Bruce 
Whatley’s imaginative and technical skills.’ An extraordinary book that should find a place, 
and generate conversation, in homes and classrooms everywhere. 
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Braxton, Barbara ‘Review: And the Band Played Waltzing Matilda’ The Bottom Shelf 
April 21, 2016  
https://thebottomshelf.edublogs.org/2023/04/21/and-the-band-played-waltzing-matilda-
2/ 

                                             
Is there a more haunting tune about World War I than Eric Bogle’s classic And the Band 
Played Waltzing Matilda?  
Beginning with Now when I was a young man, I carried me pack, and I lived the free life of a 
rover From the Murray’s green basin to the dusty outback, well I waltzed my Matilda all over 
it tells the story of a young man, almost any young man of 1915 in Australia, who took up 
arms to fight in the war at a time when Australia was trying to meet its quota for Britain and 
to not fight for King and Country branded you a coward. 
They gave me a tin hat and they gave me a gun, and they marched me away to the war. 
Throughout the song and the journey, from the ship departing, the slaughter of Gallipoli, the 
hospital for the wounded and the arrival of “the crippled, the wounded, the maimed…the 
legless, the armless, the blind, the insane” at Circular Quay there is the poignant refrain of the 
band playing Waltzing Matilda, the iconic song that many believe should be our national 
anthem as it connects us in a way like no other. And finally, as an old man, he sits on his 
porch and watches the parade with his comrades passing before him and he knows that soon, 
as more old men disappear, “Someday no one will march there at all”. But how proud and 
amazed would those who came home -and those who didn’t-  be to see that this is not a 
forgotten war, they are not forgotten heroes and rather than no one marching, each year the 
crowds at the annual commemorations wherever they are get larger. 
However, the most provocative stanza is    
And the old men march slowly, old bones stiff and sore 
They’re tired old heroes from a forgotten war 
And the young people ask, “What are they marching for?” 
And I ask myself the same question.” 
Written in 1972 at the height of the protests against the Vietnam War, many were wondering 
that aloud and as still engulfs parts of the world and threatens Australia’s future, we may well 
all ask ourselves the same question again. 
With superb illustrations by Bruce Whatley that show every emotion of the text –drawn with 
his left hand because he has discovered he draws “with much more emotion” with that hand –
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using the restrained palette that one associates with Gallipoli, this is a book that has to be in 
your library’s collection as it is a song that should be known by everyone before this year is 
done.  However, this is so much more than one of Australia’s leading illustrators putting 
pictures to an iconic tune. There are teachers’ notes  that provide many ideas for exploring 
the content, its imagery and its images and the full lyrics are available via an internet search 
A memorable contribution to the collection of books on this topic.  
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McCartney, Tania ‘Review: And the Band Played Waltzing Matilda’ Kids Book Review  
15 April 2015  
http://www.kids-bookreview.com/2015/04/review-and-band-played-waltzing-
matilda.html 
 
Eric Bogle’s iconic song And the Band Played Waltzing Matilda is brought to a new 
generation in this wonderful picture book, with Bogle’s confronting and emotive words 
accompanied by haunting illustrations by popular children’s author and illustrator Bruce 
Whatley. 
 
Originally written by Bogle in 1972, And the Band Played Waltzing Matilda carries a fresh 
significance for Australians as we approach the centenary of the landing at Gallipoli, with the 
final verses of the song particularly relevant: 
 
And the old men march slowly, old bones stiff and sore. 
They’re tired old heroes from a forgotten war. 
And the young people ask, ‘What are they marching for?’ 
And I ask myself the same question. 
 
And the band played ‘Waltzing Matilda’, 
And the old men still answer the call. 
But as year follow year, more old men disappear. 
Someday no one will march there at all. 
 
Written in response to the Vietnam War, Bogle chose to set the song historically during 
World War I at battlefield that connects most deeply with the national identity of Australians. 
The lyrics of the song and the illustrations clearly share the very significant physical, 
emotional and mental impact of the wartime experiences on the young men who fought at 
Gallipoli. 
 
The emotional impact of the illustrations combined with the very challenging lyrics creates a 
picture book that is sure to spark conversations about war and the ongoing impact for soldiers 
after the battle is over, a topic that remains relevant for current military campaigns. While 
perhaps too confronting for young children, And the Band Played Waltzing Matilda is an 
excellent book for primary and high school aged readers and ideal to start conversations at 
school and home about the battle of Gallipoli and war in general. 
 
You can watch a trailer for the book while combines a performance of the song with 
illustrations from the book and there are also teachers' notes available. 
 
John Schumann’s song I Was Only Nineteen has also been published as a picture book (in 
2014) and deals with similar themes. 
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Mayman, Raquel ‘Review: Pandemic’ Reading Time January 30, 2021  
https://readingtime.com.au/pandemic/ 

                     
From the award-winning creators of Flood, Fire, Cyclone and Drought comes Pandemic – a 
compelling story depicting the time when the war carried the Spanish Flu across the world. 
At the end of the book, author Jackie French explains that her story was inspired by the 
stories her Grandmother shared with her about the Spanish Flu pandemic and the effects it 
had on children and families in her community.  
 
The language used powerfully captures the loneliness, fear and isolation of the time yet also 
highlights the power of kindness, empathy, and community during times of struggle. The 
children and the healthy unite to keep the community moving by milking the cows, feeding 
the animals, tending the vegetable gardens, and baking for the unwell – in the end 
‘Quarantine and kindness had won!’ 
 
Bruce Whatley has used a limited yet warm colour palette for his illustrations which 
effectively contrast the dark and serious times with the brightness of kindness and 
community.  
 
Fitting for the current experiences of the world with the COVID-19 pandemic this book is a 
simple yet valuable resource for children as it shares a similar moment in history with a 
hopeful message.  



 

34 

 

Alfaci, Marie ‘Review: French, Jackie, ill. Bruce Whatley (Pandemic)’ Magpies Vol 36, 
No 1, March 2021, p 26. 
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Steinberger, Kevin ‘Review: French, Jackie:  Queen Victoria’s Underpants ill. Bruce 
Whatley’ Magpies Vol 25, No 3, July 2010, p 29. 

 



 

36 

 

McCartney, Tania ‘Review: Queen Victoria's Underpants’ Kids Book Review 8 February 
2011  
http://www.kids-bookreview.com/2011/02/review-queen-victorias-underpants.html 

                        
Jackie French once again perfectly combines history and fabulously fun storytelling in Queen 
Victoria's Underpants - a tale at the tail end of one of the world's finest monarchs. 
 
Who'd have thought Queen Victoria would have been in need of knickers and in so doing, 
change the course of history for women's undergarments everywhere? 
 
And where does a reigning monarch gain access to a year's supply of knickers? Well, her 
people approach the best undergarment seamstress in all of England, of course. 
 
Told through the eyes of a young girl whose mother is tasked with sewing the royal 
underpants, this gorgeous story lifts the royal skirts and reveals all... how 52 pairs (one for 
each week of the year... ugh!) of delicately sewn and embroidered, long-legged panties, are 
created and delivered to a grateful Queen. 
 
On the way, we are treated to the most delicately-drawn and heart-warming pictures by the 
masterful Bruce Whatley, showing us several (and hilarious) undergarment options for Queen 
Victoria should her new knickers not quite be up to scratch. My very favourite is the hot air 
balloon underpants so the monarch can float over her kingdom and survey all. The looks on 
the faces of Her Majesty's dogs is priceless. 
 
Beautifully designed and laid out with a cheeky ending, this is a truly beautiful book. 
Masterfully written and illustrated by a dynamic Aussie duo, Queen Victoria's 
Underpants combine my personal love of history, gorgeous illustrations and humour all into 
one memorable package, making it one of my favourite picture books for 2010. 
 
Also memorable for the fact that the royal court only washed a few times a year!  
 
Wonderful. 


