
 
Libraries are Havens : from Basics to Books! 
 
Humanitarian Aid is very Essential and Basic for the Subsistence  of our Children and to 
Secure a Future for the libraries! 
 
 
Dear Story Sunbird Team and Relevant Friends 
 
 
Greetings and  wishes for a Happy Prosperous 2026! 
 
Non in our worst nightmares we envisaged that the horror would persist that long! 
   
The complex Israeli genocide is ongoing in Gaza now for more than 27 months. It is 
suffocating our people by denying them  their very basic survival needs. It is the Israeli It is a 
scheme osf barbaric sadism and torture making Gaza unliveable. settler colonialist plan of 
ethnic cleansing. settler colonialist plan of ethnic cleansing. 
The ongoing horrific situation still demands the urgent humanitarian aid;  with the forced 
displacement, imposed starvation, denial  of proper tents or shelter with the destruction of 
more than 80 % of Gaza houses, medical aid, clothing, bedding and sanitary needs… Most of 
these needs are either not available or very expensive, moreover, the killing never stopped! 
Moreover, there was continuous displacement that required vital  from Basics to  Books Our 
vision is to fundraise for Abla and Mahmoud—from basics to books—and feature them in 
interviews if possible… developed further and was very helpful to cover the emergency 
needs of our libraries’ community. Of course, we appreciate the role of IBBY International in 
hosting the fundraising and advocacy material. 
  
Humanitarian aid does not need reporting! However, we are happy here to share how the  
money was spent as an example of the ongoing needs since October 2023 and the start of 
the genocide. 
 
Enclosed Expenses June-December 2025 Sunbirds and other Generous Contributors 
 
Receiving the Sunbird Fundof USD 17,400, helped us to go further and to help the families 
of the very needy children of the two libraries.  We will share with you some of the 
responses of the children. 
We helped 39 families (each family has 5-6 children) the logistics was difficult and time 
consuming, for our host MA’AN and for us and the librarians 
                                                                           $ 400 x 39=  $14400 
 
 Librarians and Co-ordinator 
Librarians September- December               $ 4x600 = 2400 salaries  
 (IBBY Int. Appeal provided only 
6 months March  - August)                           $ 3x600= 1800 
 
Further humanitarian Aid                            $ 1000 X2 -= 2000 



 
Coordinator   June – November                 $ 6x400 =     24000 
 
WRITERs  AND ARTISTs                              $  500X2-= 1000 
 
Total Expenses                                           $ 24,000                                        
 
 
Sample of Children’s Responses:  
 
Maysse Sehweil: 
I am very happy with this financial assistance. I felt that I made my father very happy, 
especially since the economic situation is extremely difficult. My father lost his job, the 
occupation imprisoned my two brothers, our house was destroyed, and we move between 
tents. We were in urgent need of a tent because the one we had was worn out and was 
leaking water. Through this financial assistance, my father was able to buy a tent, and every 
day I feel that I have been able to help my father and my family. 
 
 
Mohammad Mohsen: 
My father is  with disabilities. The war was extremely difficult, especially since my mother 
needs daily treatment because she suffers from severe lung fibrosis. She used to receive the 
medication from UNRWA, but now everything has changed and there is no medicine 
anywhere; if it is available, it is only in pharmacies and at a very high price. Your financial 
assistance in helping me ease the burden of my family  made me feel that I am able to take 
responsibility. I also bought some pens and colors because I love to draw and spend my free 
time doing that. 
 
Abdulhadi: 
My father was martyred when he went  searching for food for us. Famine consumed our 
bodies; we became unable to live our lives because of the lack of food. Losing my father was 
extremely difficult. I was deeply saddened, as we had no one to support us anymore, and my 
mother went through a severe shock. Receiving the financial assistance made me very 
happy. We used part of it to pay the debt for my father’s grave, and with some of it I bought 
myself a pair of shoes. I was proud that those who were with us before the genocide did not 
abandon us during the war. Thank you very much, and may God bless your efforts which 
made me feel that I have value and a place in this world. 
 
 
Mohammad Shabat: 
When I want to express gratitude, there is no one I would thank more than you. You made 
me very happy with this financial assistance. I bought some fruit, clothes, and a piece of 
chocolate. I bought things I had been deprived of for a long time. Every day I used to dream 
of wearing clothes like the ones I had before the war, and that only became possible because 
of your financial assistance; it strengthens our resilienc and stands as a barrier against 
anyone trying to force us out of our homeland. 
 



 
Mahmoud Al-Attar: 
I used to feel very embarrassed when I asked my father to provide me with a pen or a 
notebook so I could write and study, because all these supplies are very expensive. I used to 
try to tell my father what I needed, and he would try the impossible to bring me what I asked 
for. But there were days that were extremely difficult, and my father became unable to 
provide us not even with food or clothing. I felt very sad. When I heard about the financial 
assistance, I was overjoyed, and my father’s eyes even filled with tears when he heard about 
it. He said that every day he prayed to God to send him good people to help him through this 
difficult distress that took everything beautiful from us. My father bought me school 
supplies, household necessities, and food through this financial assistance. 
 
 
Joud Abu Amsha: 
When I received the financial assistance, my father had already been martyred. I have two 
siblings, and my mother was nine months pregnant. This financial assistance came at exactly 
the right time. It helped my mother buy clothes for the new baby, because we were unable 
to prepare anything for the baby due to the lack of money and the loss of my father as we 
had no provider. We used the financial assistance to buy baby clothes, milk, and diapers. The 
high prices have deprived children of enjoying their basic rights. 
 
Humanitarian Aid is still badly needed. The Israeli complex Genocide is brutally on going 
with slow death and threat to the health and well-being of our children and everyone! The 
horror has escalated to the Occupied West Bank, it is a silent genocide! 
 
Best regards and great Appreciation, 
 
Jehan Helou 
 
IBBY Palestine Administrative committee 
 3/1/2026 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
  
  


