
 

Season's Greetings from IBBY SA, 

and welcome to our end of year Newsletter... 



 



Warm greetings to you all for a happy and bookish festive season from IBBY SAôs 

Executive Committee! Itôs the time of the year when we feel very much part of the 

international childrenôs literature world ï having had Christmas and New Year 

greetings from all over the world. 

 

Our newsletter features two thought-provoking articles: Elaine Ridgeôs review of 

the landmark McFarland book on South African childrenôs literature and Maxine 

Caseôs introduction to the emerging genre of New Adult. We report on two South 

African projects ï Biblionefôs taking stories to Mzoliôs tavern in Gugulethu  in its My 

Language My Heritage campaign and the success of South African children in the 

KIDSLIT quiz. Our news from what we call ñBig IBBYò is of IBBY Italiaôs Silent 

Books project. Itôs a project that resonates with us in South Africa and we have 

sent off two South African wordless picture books for the childrenôs library on 

Lampedusa island. 

 

Since our last letter, Tafelberg and NB have announced the winners of this year's 

Sanlam Prize for Youth Literature, which are reviewed by Kathy Madlener, Lona 

Gericke and Zonke Silwanyana in our reviewing section. At the celebratory event 

on 26 October, as a former public librarian, I was delighted to hear Sipho Kekeswa, 

author of Ndizigwaze ngowami!, pay tribute to his local public library where he 

spends hours each week. It reminded me of the striking phrase used by well-

known writer Sindiwe Magona in a recent talk at my university when she described 

the relationship between writer and library as ñsacred spaceò.  Another important 

literary event has been the announcement of the winners of the Maskew Miller 

Longman 2014 Literature Awards. We will review them in our next letter when we 

will focus on the challenges of writing drama for young people. 

 

Our plans for 2015 are to continue to strengthen IBBY SA and its ties with other 

role-players in the field. But we will need to spread our work across our 

membership base. One urgent project is to build up our Gauteng branch activities 

under the leadership of Maritha Snyman. Other proposals are for a poster 

campaign and a national seminar.  Please look out for our appeals to members to 

join in our projects.  Isabel Essery, our reviews editor, wishes to expand her 

reviewing team, for example. If youôd like to join her team, please email her 



 

(isabelessery@ymail.com). 

 

Our next Book Bash, on 5 February 2015, is a panel discussion on writing for 

teenagers. It will be chaired by Righardt Le Roux of PRAESA.  

 

                                                 

 

                           

Book Review - 'Creating  Books  for  the Young  in  the New South  Africa'  

Kids' Lit Quiz 

My Language My Heritage  

Big IBBY - IBBY SA Supports Silent Books 

Will the new Adults Please Stand UP?  

IBBYSA Reviewing  

 

http://ibby.us9.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=37ba13ae48d3851a1772062ee&id=8929232771&e=5e80ee5890


                             

  

Creating Books for the Young in the New South Africa: Essays on Authors an

d 

Illustrators of Childrenôs and Young Adult Literature 

 

Edited by Barbara A Lehman, Jay Heale, Anne Hill, Thomas van der Walt and 

Magdel Vorster. McFarland,  2014 

 

Reviewed by Elaine Ridge 

 

Childrenôs literature (including young adult literature) in South Africa has not 

yet been 

given its due. In that context, this set of essays on twenty authors, three 

Illustrator/authors and six illustrators is a welcome contribution. It is the fruit  

of an ambitious project that was clearly tackled with enthusiasm and passion.  

 

There are essays on Lesley Beake, Alida Bothma, Paddy Bouma, Dianne Case, 

Jude Daly, Niki Daly, 

Leon de Villiers, Piet Grobler, Wendy Hartmann,Dianne Hofmeyr,  

Jaco Jacobs, Sindiwe Magona, Ingrid Mennen, Fiona Moodie, Gcina Mhlope, 

Martie Preller, Elizabeth Pulles, Joan Rankin, Jenny Robson, Linda Rode, 

Reviva Schermbrucker, 

Dianne Stewart, Marita van der Vyver, Marjorie van Heerden,  

Chris van Wyk and Ann Walton.  

 



                                      

 

There are also shorter contributions on three writers described as 

ónoteworthy talentô: 

Kagiso Lesego Molope, Nokuthula Msimang and Sally Partridge. One of the most 

important achievements of the project, noted by Elwyn Jenkins, is that it brings 

together in one volume serious studies of currently active illustrators and 

writers in Afrikaans and English. The chapters privilege voice over substance.  

While this means that the book has considerable variety of tone and approach, the 

discussion is sometimes disappointing. In my view the best essays are those on 

Fiona Moodie, Ann Walton and Sally Partridge (Anne Hill), Gcina Mhlope  

(Genevieve Hart) and Jenny Robson (Judith Inggs).  

 

These tightly written accounts offer nuanced criticism and accurate commentary.  

At the same time, they hold the readerôs interest and the writers find tactful ways  

of making the discussion accessible to an international audience.  As a whole,  

though, the book represents a missed opportunity.  

 

There are problems of coherence. The lack of an intellectually compelling rationale 

for choices made (e.g., the division into three parts and the authors or illustrators 

included or excluded in these) makes the decisions seem arbitrary. And one  



 

is left asking why significant authors like Elana Bregin, Patricia Pinnock, 

Peter Slingsby, and Cicely van Straten have been omitted. Perhaps 

a survey essay  

would usefully have allowed the work of important figures like these to be  

acknowledged and placed. It could also have given some recognition to 

the role of two very significant books in extending the imaginative reach 

of young readers in South Africa: Fly eagle, fly (Christopher Gregorowski)  

andThe day Gogo voted(Elinor Sisulu). For all that this volume is to be  

welcomed, then, it would have benefited greatly from the critical direction 

of a publisherôs editor. 

   

           

                          

 

The Kidsô Lit Quiz is a major new international literature competition 

where teams 

of four students, aged 10 to 13, from across the world, 

work together to answer 

wide-ranging literary questions. answering 100 questions arranged in ten  

categories. 

 



            

 

Intelligent Life, a magazine section of The Economist recently had a 

wonderful 

write up of the Kids Lit Quiz, now in its 23rd year, and a huge photo of the 

St Johnôs team, who represented SA this year. 

 

Well done, Nicky Sulter and her team! 

 

                       

 

The South African Kidsô Lit QuizÊ will be conducted in South Africa from 13-

21st 

Feb 2015. Initially there will be seven regional heats followed by a national 



 

final  

on 26th Feb at Roedean School, Johannesburg.  

 

Winning team to be invited to attend the  World Finals in Connecticut, USA 

 

  

                    

Biblionef is taking storytelling to another level by going to read in unusual 

places.  Their My Language My Heritage Campaign launched its first Read-in at 

Mzoliôs Restaurant in Gugulethu on Saturday 22
nd

 November, where Biblionef staff 

and volunteers read and displayed books in various languages amongst the hustle 

and hissing bustle of one the regions most popular braai stops. 

 

ñWe celebrated South African language and heritage by reading from our favourite 

books and sharing the importance of reading ,especially reading in oneôs home 

language; all this while enjoying some good olô SA Braai,"  Says Jean Williams, 

Biblionef's Executive Director. 

 

http://ibby.us9.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=37ba13ae48d3851a1772062ee&id=74a4bdd19c&e=5e80ee5890


                        

 

Well known author and storyteller Sindiwe Magona shared stories with the crowd 

and sparked memories of the joy experienced when she read to as a child. The 

spirit of the day was fantastic and people were really keen to not only listen to what 

we had to say, but also to share their stories and experiences about reading and 

how the part it plays in their family.   

  

The aim of this campaign is to raise awareness and support for Biblionef to acquire 

more books in the African languages for their Book donation programme. Biblionef 

hope to get more individuals to support them by inviting people to ñtake a selfie 

with a book, upload it to your Facebook and/or Twitter page and use the 

#BookSelfieéé  Making sure to tag 'Biblionef South Africa' when uploading the 

picture. Then help change the life of a child by donating R60 to Biblionef. 

. 

 

http://ibby.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=37ba13ae48d3851a1772062ee&id=a755666736&e=5e80ee5890


                        

                   

 

They launched this campaign on the 19th September at the Biblionef office and 

invited a few loyal friends of Biblionef to take the first few photos and most of them 



 

contributed immediately. 

 

To date 61 people have joined the campaign which brought in R 9 900. A special 

mention should be made when Cape Town Mayor ,Patricia De Lill, 

donated  R2,000 when we approached  her. Since then Biblionef has caught the 

attention of the media with their campaign and had several Radio interviews about 

Biblionefôs work. 

 

If you would like more information or to support My Language My Heritage, you 

can contact their offices at - info@biblionefsa.org.za, or by telephoning - 

021 531 0447 

   

BIG IBBY 

IBBY SA supports Silent Books 

 

Launched in 2012, IBBY Italia's extraordinary project 'Silent Books: From the 

World to Lampedusa and Backò reaches out to young people who find 

themselves estranged from their country for a variety of reasons, living the life 

of a refugee far from home. It aims to transcend those immediate and 

profound cultural and social boundaries that children find themselves thrown 

against, by promoting books as a tool for integration, books without words 

that are instantly accessible and universal in theme.  

 

mailto:info@biblionefsa.org.za


                  

 

Lampedusa , is the remotest island in the Mediterranean and the first 

European port of call for those arriving from across the sea, on their way to 

starting a new life. The project originally comprised over one hundred silent 

books from four continents and more than twenty countries, housed in old 

travel trunks, containing books with pictures telling stories that words cannot 

tell, 'rich in sensations, dreams and memories emanating from their 

characters' silence to overcome the language barrier and foster encounters 

among different cultures.' 

   

                    

 

In the spirit of this International call to action, IBBY SA recently contributed 



 

two South African titles to the project, 'A Very Nice Day' by Ann Walton, 

a simple, comforting, story of the routine happenings 

 that make up one happy day, and 'Abongiôs Journey' by Kerry Saadien-

Raad, a South African classic, its theme cutting across divides and reaching 

out to children who are missing their parents or close relatives. 

 

           

 

Will the New Adults Please Stand Up?  

by Maxine Case 

 



 

 

Genre fiction is popular amongst South African readers and booksellers are taking 

note. A visit to 

several 

bookshops in Cape Town confirmed this with generous shelf space devoted to grap

hic  

novels, sci-

fi and speculative fiction. Indeed, the appeal of the latter is now so widespread, that

  

Exclusive Books has even included a speculative fiction category in its Christmas c

atalogue ï 

albeit with a heavy reliance on George R.R. Martin. 

 

The topic of genre fiction arose at a recent board meeting of IBBY SA. What are th

e new genres 

we asked, and are South African publishers on board with current trends? 

Weôll be exploring this 



further in a series of short articles in this newsletter 

over the course of the next months. One of 

the most debated categories was ñNew Adultò ï with what is exactly meant 

by the term forming 

a large part of the discussion. 

 

                           

 

According to Goodreads.com, ñNew Adult fiction bridges the gap between Young A

dult and Adult 

genres. It typically features protagonists between the ages of 18 and 26.ò Different 

sources set 

the upper limit of main characters at between 24 or 25, or as high as 35. What sep

arates these 

characters from their Young Adult counterparts is that for the most part they are out

 of school, 

often in college or working their first job, and in many instances living a life away fro

m family  

or a familiar home environment. While Young Adult fiction often grapples with serio

us issues  

such as illness, death and bereavement, New Adult novels typically explore darker 

themes 

and in greater depth, such as rape, abusive relationships and risky behavior.  

                                    Currently, the New Adult genre appears to be dominated by 

a handful of American authors, many 

of whom first came to attention via their self-published books. Jamie McGuire self-

published 

http://ibby.us9.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=37ba13ae48d3851a1772062ee&id=8baf2c2d78&e=5e80ee5890
http://ibby.us9.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=37ba13ae48d3851a1772062ee&id=8baf2c2d78&e=5e80ee5890


Beautiful 

Disaster in June 2011, a book featuring Abby, a seemingly conservative college stu

dent,  

and 

Travis, an older student with rage issues. Beautiful Disaster swiftly found a wide au

dience and 

in 

2012 Atria Books brought out a traditionally published version. Movie rights were s

old to  

Warner Bros and by 2014, more than one million copies of the book had been sold, 

with 

McGuire extending the 

line with titles starring several of the subsidiary characters of the 

original book.  

 

Atria Books too clinched Colleen Hooverôs successful and previously self-

published Slammed  

and Point of Retreat after a spirited bidding war. In this series, the main character, 

Layken 

is an 18-year-old 

high school student while her love interest, Will, is a teacher at the 

school she attends. Tammara Webberôs Easy, about 19-year-

old college student Jacquelineôs 

experiences of navigating 

relationships after a sexual assault, sold more than150,000 copies 

as a self-published e-book before being sold to Penguin.  

 

http://ibby.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=37ba13ae48d3851a1772062ee&id=d025df3c62&e=5e80ee5890



