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Read with Me activities during Coronavirus Outbreak,

March 2020

Bythe end of February2020, schoolsandkindergartendn Iranwere closeddueto the
Coronavirusoutbreak, disconnectingeachersand the studentsin the centerswhere
the Read with Me project was implemented Beside the schools and the
kindergartens]ibrariesand child supportivecenterswere alsoclosed Stayingfar from
school,kindergartenand other placeswhere children spendtheir time and learn by
different means,can affect negativelyon children,on their developingskillsand also
on their mental condition Theproblemis milder in familieswho can support quality
time and educationfor their childrenat home, but childrencoveredby Readwith Me,
are mostly childrenin deprivedregionsof the country,and are seriouslyvulnerableto
suchsituationsdue to lack of literate parentsor siblingsat home who can provide a
supportiveenvironmentfor them duringthis time.

So since the very first moments, the Readwith Me expertstried to find ways to
reconnectto childrenduring this time so they canreducethe trauma causedby the
situation. The most important activities were via the socialmedia concentratingon
mothers,helpingthem to work with their childrenat home.



Activities before the full closure of schools and other centers

During the first days of the
outbreak, teachers and
promoters focused on reading
books such asi don@want to
wash my handé by Tony Rossr
oKeinbisschendreckige by Wanja
andManuelaOlten, working with
children on subijects like the
importance of regular
handwashing, personal hygiene,
how viruses spread, making them

ready for the situation




Germs Spread, a followup activity after reading thbook dKeinbisscherdreckig, Qeshmisiand
. .
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Activities after the closureof schools and othecenters via social media
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Whenthe Schools were fully
‘ closed, teachers, trainers anc
other promoters contacted
? with childrer@ mothers on
social mediastarted to find
ways to keep the children
connected to books and
learning throughCreative
EducationPackages.
Now groups of mothers on
social media are working in

different parts of Iran.




In marginal and underserved
parts of Tehran, more thaR00
mothers from4 different
supportive education centers
cooperating with read with me,
are involved in such activities.
They receivenlineguidances
and do the activities at home
with their children

The Supportive Education Center o
MahmoudAbad




The teacher read aloud a book about planting seeds and shared her recorded voice with mothers and children

home . After listening, the children planted seeds as the related activity at home.
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