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1. About IBBY Yemen 

IBBY Yemen is the emerging national section of the International Board on Books for Young 
People (IBBY). It operates in Yemen as a cultural, educational, and psychosocial recovery 
initiative dedicated to children affected by conflict, economic hardship, and limited access to 
safe learning resources. 

The section uses children’s literature, creative expression, and community-based psychosocial 
support as tools for emotional recovery, resilience building, and child protection. IBBY Yemen 
focuses on empowering Yemeni writers, illustrators, and educators, developing high-quality 
local children’s content, and creating safe cultural spaces that nurture imagination, identity, and 
healing. 

By connecting Yemeni children’s literature with global networks, IBBY Yemen gives local 
creative work the opportunity to reach international platforms while strengthening reading 
culture and psychosocial wellbeing within communities. 

 

2. Vision 

A Yemen where every child has the right to safety, reading, and emotional healing. 

“Towards a Yemen that reads… building childhood with ink, not war.” 

3. Mission 

To promote reading culture and creativity among children and young people in Yemen, 
strengthen the children’s literature sector, and build psychosocial resilience through books as 
tools for education, healing, and community recovery—while linking Yemeni initiatives to 
international recognition channels through IBBY networks. 

4. Objectives 

• Promote children’s love for reading and writing. 
• Integrate reading as a psychosocial and educational recovery tool. 
• Elevate Yemeni children’s literature and provide safe, high-quality cultural content. 
• Deliver art- and story-based psychosocial support programs. 
• Build capacities of Yemeni writers, illustrators, and educators. 
• Publish an annual Yemeni Children’s Book Honour List. 
• Nominate Yemeni works for international awards and platforms. 
• Connect Yemeni stakeholders to IBBY global standards and networks. 
• Support sustainable reading spaces in schools and community libraries. 
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5. Target Groups 

• Children and youth affected by conflict. 
• Teachers and psychosocial practitioners. 
• Community volunteers. 
• Families and local communities. 
• Yemeni cultural content creators. 
• Librarians and school educators. 

 
6. Core Values 

• Child-centered approach 
• Transparency and integrity 
• Neutrality and inclusiveness 
• Accountability 
• Safeguarding and ethical conduct 

 
7. Key Program Areas 

7.1 Reading Programs 

• Child-friendly reading spaces 
• Digital and audio reading groups 
• International Children’s Book Day activities 

7.2 Psychosocial Support through Arts & Books 

• Therapeutic creative workshops 
• Group psychosocial support sessions 

7.3 Yemeni Children’s Literature Development 

• Annual Yemeni Honour List 
• Writing and illustration competitions 
• Professional training workshops 

7.4 Media & Publishing 

• Publishing children’s books (print & digital) 
• Reading channels via WhatsApp/Telegram 
• Awareness campaigns and outreach 
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8. Organizational Structure 

• National Coordinator 
Official representative before IBBY International and responsible for strategic leadership 
and policy oversight. 

• Steering / Founding Committee 
Oversees governance, policies, and institutional integrity. 

• Programs & Projects Unit 
Plans and implements cultural and psychosocial support activities for children. 

• Finance & Administration Unit 
Manages resources, reporting, and transparency. 

• Volunteers & Capacity Building Unit 
Recruits, trains, and supervises volunteers in line with safeguarding standards. 

 
9. Governance & Child Safeguarding 

IBBY Yemen operates in full alignment with IBBY International governance frameworks, 
including child safeguarding, ethical conduct, financial transparency, accountability mechanisms, 
and respect for cultural and linguistic diversity. 
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